
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

18th November, 2018 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.157 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Presentation of Our Lady 
Thursday St. Cecilia 

Friday St. Columban 
Saturday Vietnamese Martyrs 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

George Stuart;  Arabella Kelso; Dorothy Mellow; Octavius Hewings; Mildred Beard; 
Walter Herring-Mason; William Tolley; Kathleen Baker; Mani Le Forse; Hilda May; 

Bertha Waller; Stephen Elliott; Margaret Cork; Br. Laurence Donnelly; Gregory Noblet; 
Patience Stubbs; Nora Biggle; Bessie Davis; St. John Molesworth; Alfred Howe; Thomas 

Barry; Hazel Clarke; Elizabeth Tremlett; 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis Phone line for 

prayer: to 
request prayers 
in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Message from Abbot David: 
If any member of the parish knows of 
any parishioner who will be alone on 
Christmas Day and might like a lunch 
at the Abbey, could you please suggest 
to them that they contact Lesley Clark 
either by letter or email 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £61.72 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £213.22 £73.08 

Second £7.85  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £5.50 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £14.20 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £33.16 £35.00 

   £43.00 
St. Dunstan’s, South Brent, had a second 
collection last week which raised an additional £60 
for the Poppy Appeal. 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
Next Sunday, 25th November 

 

 
 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for 
veneration in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel from after the 1030 Mass until 
Vespers on this day.   
Please join us for a parish holy 
hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time 
thanking Jesus for being with us.  A 
quiet, relaxed time of meditation in 
His presence. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards we will have  
a relaxed time of companionship  

over a cream tea. 
 

At the beginning of Advent, please 
come and join in one or more of the 
crib blessings if you can.  They are 
simple and brief, but very charming 
services, led by the children and staff 
of St. Mary’s School. Followed by 
refreshments. 
 

Crib Blessing Services –  
All begin at 2 p.m. 

 

Thursday 6th Dec. Buckfastleigh 
Friday 7th Dec. South Brent 

Tuesday 11th Dec. Ashburton 

Advent Services of Light 
Ashburton  
7:30 p.m. Tuesday 4th Dec. 
 

South Brent  
7:30 p.m. Thursday 6th Dec. 
 

Please come and join in this 
prayerful expression of the season of 
advent: a time of watchfulness and 
hope, preparing ourselves to greet 
our newborn saviour. 
Members of other Christian churches 
have been invited, so please come and 
help to welcome them. 

 
Margaret Northcott 

 

May she rest in peace. 
Margaret’s funeral will 
take place on Thursday 
22nd November in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
at 12.05 p.m. 

 
The Martyrs of Tibhirine 

(see article overleaf) 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

Many thanks to John Goulden for these gems:  
Gardening wisdom:  
 What do you get if you divide the circumference 

of a pumpkin by its diameter? Pumpkin pi. 
 What do you call a stolen yam? A hot potato. 
 Gardening requires lots of water - most of it in the 

form of perspiration. 
 Definition of a Knee: a device for finding rocks in 

your garden. 
 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom 

is not putting it in a fruit salad 
**************** 

I was recently invited to a tour of shopping centres in 
Devon but I turned it down.  After all, if you’ve seen 
one shopping centre you’ve seen a mall! 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

The past week was Anti-bullying Week which 
provided the school with the opportunity to focus 
specifically on the effects of bullying and how to 
make positive steps to reduce it, build the children's 
resilience to unkind behaviour and give them the 
"tools" to help children who may be suffering at the 
hands of others. This year the theme was "Choose 
Respect" and the children in KS2 worked with Miss 
Slack, the headteacher, discussing what that means 
and what it looks like and they created posters which 
will go on display in school. They all put a lot of effort 
into their designs and there was a prize for the best 
poster in each class. One carried the message, "How 
would you feel?"' The other was along the lines of 
that old saying "if you can't say anything nice, then 
don't say anything at all". If we all tried to do that, 
wouldn't the world be a kinder place! Obviously, the 
newspapers, etc. would only be one side of A4 
initially but they would have to find some good news 
to put in instead. Perhaps we should produce a 
Parish newsletter "colour supplement" one week, 
which is full of the good things that have happened 
throughout the parishes. Wouldn't it be nice to read 
about nothing but kindness, happiness and fun? Just 
a thought. (you’re welcome to send me good news 
stories and pictures for inclusion in the newsletter – 
Fr. Francis) 
Our week ended with a day fundraising for Children 
in Need which incorporates all those things - the kind 
donations made - one parent had made dozens of 
cakes to sell, and the happiness they brought, not 
least in the school office - and the fun the children 
had dressing up, mostly in a spotty manner. A great 
day and all in a very good cause. 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.    
We do not know the hour or the day 
The world will not last for ever, and marriage too will 
end when one spouse dies. This week, we married 
people are reminded to reflect on the treasures of 
love in our life: romance, warmth, tenderness, joyful 
celebrations, intimate moments and the fruitfulness 
of our love.  Let’s celebrate each other, reconcile past 
hurts and continually praise God for His blessings. 
 

  

Three Job 
Vacancies in 
the Diocese 

.Diocesan Youth Ministry & Events Co-ordinators 
18 month Fixed Term Contracts initially  
 1 x Full Time Covering Dorset, Devon & Torbay Deaneries 

– 35 hours per week 
 1 x Part Time Covering Plymouth & Cornwall Deaneries   – 

17.5 hours per week 
For an informal discussion about the post please contact Fr. 
Jonathan Bielawski on 01752 701660.  Copies of the job 
description, person specification and application form are 
obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 01364 645383 or by emailing 
recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.   
Communications Assistant (full time) – 1 post 
Location: St Boniface House near Ashburton, Devon 
Salary: £21,000  
Hours: 35 hours per week, plus car allowance, mobile phone 
allowance and pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
Copies of the job description and person specification can be 
obtained from the Human Resources Manager – Tracey Fuller 
on 01364 645455 or email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  
 

 

The GATHER Conference brings together people from across 
the Diocese of Plymouth and further afield for a weekend of faith, 
formation and friendship.  
Best Western Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay on 18–20 January, 
2019.  Speakers: Sr Judith Russi, Pia Matthews, Raymond Friel, 
and David Wells.  
Shared liturgies; prayer space; inspiring workshops and evening 
entertainment.  Residential rate £155. Single room supplement 
£20. Non-residential rate £45. See handbills in church for 
details. 

Archbishop Paul Desfarges of Algiers has said that Bishop 
Pierre Claverie and his 18 companions, who were martyred in 
Algeria between 1994 and 1996, are “models for our lives as 
disciples today and tomorrow.” 
The Algerian martyrs will be beatified Dec. 8 at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Holy Cross in Oran. 
The archbishop said that the witness of the future blesseds 
“takes us down the path of ordinary holiness.” 
“Life is given to us in order to live it giving ourselves in the 
everyday…holiness is not a perfection in virtue or morals” but “is 
a matter of giving your own life, loving and serving in the ordinary 
things of every day life,” he stressed. 
Desfarges recalled that the Gospel of following Christ “invites 
us, encouraged by our blesseds, to live welcoming others to the 
point of completely divesting ourselves. To welcome the other 
person is to be totally present to his presence.” 
He recalled that “there is no greater love than to lay down your 
own life for your own friends,” and emphasized the invitation to 
“endure humiliations” because “to welcome Jesus means to be 
welcoming to the enemy,” for “the Cross is lifted up when at the 
moment you are loving the most, you are rejected.” 
“The witness of the Catholic Church is not a witness against 
another’s religion, but a witness that the love of Christ poured 
out in our hearts calls us to live a love for everyone, without 
distinction, even enemies,” he concluded. 
The best known of Claverie’s companions are the seven monks 
of Tibhirine, who were kidnapped from their Trappist priory in 
March 1996. They were kept as a bartering chip to procure the 
release of several imprisoned members of the Armed Islamic 
Group of Algeria, and were killed in May. Their story was 
dramatized in the 2010 French film Of Gods and Men, which 
won the Grand Prix at the Cannes Film Festival. 
https://cruxnow.com/  


