
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

25th November, 2018 Christ the King of the Universe Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.160 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Sylvester 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Cuthbert Mayne 

Friday St. Andrew 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Kathleen Bond; Kenneth Litster; Joan Jeffrey; Anne Morrin; Mary Scarrett;  
Diana Copeland; Audrey Cole; Agnes Warren Vernon; Sheila Bissett; Nina Wallis; 
Roger Burke; Sean Bass-Twitchell; Nora Prosser; Hilda Goddard; Madeleine Batten; 

Siobhan Thomas; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: to 

request prayers 
in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Message from Abbot David: 
If any member of the parish knows of 
any parishioner who will be alone on 
Christmas Day and might like a lunch 
at the Abbey, could you please suggest 
to them that they contact Lesley Clark 
either by letter or email 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £78.82 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £130.00 £58.08 

Second £12.60  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £7.00 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £7.50 £31.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £33.06 £38.00 

   £47.00 
 

 
 

 
 

This Sunday the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed for veneration in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel from after the 
1030 Mass until Vespers.   
Please join us for a parish holy 
hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time 
thanking Jesus for being with us.  A 
quiet, relaxed time of meditation in 
His presence. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards we will have  
a relaxed time of companionship  

over a cream tea. 
 

The GATHER Conference 
brings together people from 
across the Diocese of 
Plymouth and further afield 
for a weekend of faith, 
formation and friendship.  
Best Western Livermead Cliff 
Hotel, Torquay on 18–20 
January, 2019.  Speakers: Sr 
Judith Russi, Pia Matthews, 
Raymond Friel, and David 
Wells.  
Shared liturgies; prayer 
space; inspiring workshops 
and evening entertainment.  
Residential rate £155. Single 
room supplement £20. Non-
residential rate £45. See 
handbills in church for details. 

At the beginning of Advent, please 
come and join in one or more of the 
crib blessings if you can.  They are 
simple and brief, but very charming 
services, led by the children and staff 
of St. Mary’s School. Followed by 
refreshments. 
 

Crib Blessing Services –  
All begin at 2 p.m. 

 

Thursday 6th Dec. Buckfastleigh 
Friday 7th Dec. South Brent 

Tuesday 11th Dec. Ashburton 

Advent Services of Light 
Ashburton  
7:30 p.m. Tuesday 4th Dec. 
 

South Brent  
7:30 p.m. Thursday 6th Dec. 
 

Please come and join in this 
prayerful expression of the season of 
advent: a time of watchfulness and 
hope, preparing ourselves to greet 
our newborn saviour. 
Members of other Christian churches 
have been invited, so please come and 
help to welcome them. 
  

St. Cuthbert Mayne, 
pray for us 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

The popular preacher, Charles Spurgeon, was 
admonishing a class of divinity students on the 
importance of making their facial expressions 
harmonize with their speech in delivering sermons.  
“When you speak of heaven,” he said, “let your face 
light up and be irradiated with a heavenly gleam.  Let 
your eyes shine with reflected glory.  And when you 
speak of hell…well, then your everyday face will do.” 
 

@@@@@@@ 
 
“Once, a friend of mine and I agreed it would be 
helpful for each of us to tell the other all our faults.” 
“How did it work?” 
“We haven’t spoken for five years.” 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

Having raised so much money for other people, it 
was nice this week that the children were the 
beneficiaries of a donation from the Co-op Good 
Causes fund and the Friends of St Mary's. Between 
the two funds, enough money has been donated to 
purchase some play equipment for the Foundation 
Stage class which has been installed this week. 
Although the weather has been a little wet towards 
the end of the week, the children were able to have 
a brief climb and toddle around, over, through and 
under the timber play trail. Unfortunately, for the rest 
of the time, they were only able to press their little 
faces against the glass and look longingly outside! 
On another topic, as you may know, we shall soon 
be celebrating our 125th anniversary and we would 
like to create a display of photos and memorabilia of 
St Mary's School over the years. If you have any 
items that we could borrow for Tuesday 4th 
December, or photos that we could scan, please 
could you either contact the school or let Fr Francis 
know. We are hoping to put on a mini exhibition 
which families can visit during the day.  It would also 
be available to other visitors between four and five 
o'clock on Tuesday 4th December. If you would like 
to come, please let us know. 
 

 
St. Mary’s School, Buckfast, 1947 

 
Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.    
Marriage, called to be a kingdom of love  
In our sacramental relationship we are called to be a 
‘kingdom of love’. Just as God’s kingdom is for all, so 
our marriages are not private relationships. We are a 
‘sign’ for all, especially for our children where truth, 
life, holiness, grace, justice, desire, passion, 
tenderness, joy and peace reign. It sounds a tall 
order - but not with God! 
  

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, 
03rd July 2019.  £649.00 per person sharing.  Price 
includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, all taxes, luxury 
transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full Irish 
Breakfast each morning and 4 Course Dinner each 
evening.  All entertainment, excursions/guided tours 
included.  Wheelchair accessible rooms in the hotel.  
Limited single rooms at supplement of £100.  Groups 
and Individual bookings welcome.   Contact Patricia on 
01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email 
knockpilgrimages@gmail.com  
Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust 
Association and is fully protected by ATOL T7613. 

 
 

When Pope Francis visits Panama for World Youth Day in 
January, he will meet with young people not able to attend 
the festivities: Some in jail and some living with HIV. 
He also will dedicate the altar of Panama’s newly renovated 
400-year-old cathedral, meet with bishops from Central 
America and have lunch with some of the young people 
attending the youth day gathering, according to the schedule 
released by the Vatican Nov. 20. 
The pope’s visit to Panama Jan. 23-27 will be his 26th trip 
outside of Italy. During his visit, he will deliver seven 
speeches and celebrate two Masses as well as a penitential 
liturgy. 
The theme for World Youth Day 2019 is taken from the 
Gospel of St. Luke: “I am the servant of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word.” 
The pope’s meeting with young people who will be unable to 
take part in the activities is a response to the Gospel’s call to 
clothe the naked, visit the sick and comfort the imprisoned, 
the organizing committee said in a Nov. 20 statement. 
Archbishop Jose Domingo Ulloa Mendieta of Panama said 
Pope Francis’ meeting with young detainees will be “a very 
special event” in which “young people deprived of freedom 
will take part in a penitential liturgy with the Holy Father in an 
act of repentance, reconciliation and forgiveness,” the 
committee said. 
After the closing Mass for World Youth Day, the pope will visit 
Casa Hogar el Buen Samaritano (Good Samaritan Home), a 
center dedicated to helping HIV and AIDS patients 
“regardless of their sex, religion, sexual orientation, 
geographical origin” and “who lack the resources to live and 
cope with their illness.” 
The pope will also pray the Angelus there with young people 
from the Malambo hospice, which helps people addicted to 
drugs and alcohol, and from Hogar San Jose, a house for the 
poor run by the Missionaries of Charity and the Kkottongnae 
religious congregation.         http://www.catholicnews.com/  


