
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

9th December, 2018 Second Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.84 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Lucy 

Friday St. John of the Cross 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Johanna Beck; Mary Wood; Mary Shea; Frederick Ratcliff; Thomas Morrin;  
Lena French; Mary Kennard; Florence Lewis; Henry Schiller; Abbot Placid Hooper; 

Dom Adam Hamilton; Emily Hare; Reginald Middleton; Arthur Salter;  
Dorothy Whileblood; Margaret Carroll; Henry Southworth; Robin Lindsay Smith;  

Julia Rundle; Florence Stancombe; Frederick Caddy; Francis Pilkington;   
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis Phone line for 

prayer: to 
request prayers 
in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural 
reflections on sacramental marital love in 
the light of the Sunday readings. 
Smoothing out rough ways…to welcome 
You 
Paul speaks of our ‘partnership in the 
Gospel’ and prays that our love continues 
growing.  He wants us to ‘come to true 
discernment’ about our choices.  Luke’s 
Gospel challenges us as married couples: 
are we enabling each other to ‘prepare a 
way for the Lord’? Are there ‘paths’ that 
need ‘straightening’ or ‘rough’ 
attitudes/behaviours that need to be 
made smooth? 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £67.90 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £291.12 £48.08 

Second £19.64  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £14.00 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £51.06 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.90 £31.50 

   £37.13 
 

The lovely crib blessing services in Buckfastleigh 
and South Brent have been well supported by 
parishioners and families of the children who 
prepared them.  There is one more to go and you 
are more than welcome to take part, in Ashburton 
on Tuesday 11th December 
  

Our final collection this year for the Parish Syria Appeal will take place this 
weekend 

Message from Abbot David: 
If any member of the parish knows of any parishioner who will be alone 
on Christmas Day and might like a lunch at the Abbey, could you please 
suggest to them that they contact Lesley Clark either by letter or email 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass in the 
church in Ashburton this Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. and in South Brent on 
Thursday at 9.15 a.m. 

Please pray for  
the repose of the soul of  

 

Hilary Beard 
 

Who died on  
Wednesday 5th December 
May she rest in peace. 

 

Hilary’s funeral will take place on 
Friday 4th January, 2019 at 12.05 
p.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

Information for anyone hoping to attend Midnight Mass at the 
Abbey this year: it’s important to note that, due to it being 
televised by the BBC, no one will be allowed in to the Abbey 
church after 11.15 p.m. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The November draw took place last Wednesday and are the lucky winners: 

1st Prize (£25)   No.  11 Mrs. K. Goulden 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.  100 Mrs. Sue Mahon 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  35 Mr. R. Nicholls 
4th Prize (£6.50)  No. 28 Mr. K. Vickers 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please contact 
Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 



 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

Our generation always misses out: when we were 
young we were told to respect our elders.  Now that 
we are older we’re told to listen to the young! 
          ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Judge: Haven’t I seen you  
before? 
Man: Yes, your Honour.  I  
taught your daughter to play  
the piano. 
Judge: I sentence you to 30 
years! 
 

The first week of Advent always sees a flurry of extra 
activity in the parish as we prepare for and celebrate 
the extra services which set us off into Advent. 
This past week we have had four such services; two 
Services of Light and two crib blessings. 
On Tuesday the parishioners who attend Our Lady of 
Lourdes and St. Petrock worked hard to prepare a 
welcome for our fellow Christians of the Anglican, 
Methodist and Quaker traditions for our annual Service 
of Light.  As well as those who decided in advance to 
attend, it was a delight to welcome one person who 
was drawn by the sight of the beautiful coloured glass 
windows made years ago at the Abbey – unusually 
visible from the outside at this night-time service.  As 
she was photographing them, someone on their way in 
struck up a conversation and said ‘Why don’t you come 
in and enjoy the service?’ Evangelisation in action! 

Theresa very kindly volunteered to 
carry the Advent wreath in procession 
to the altar and here she is dressed to 
bring to our minds the Scandinavian 
celebrations of St. Lucy on December 
13th.  Before the Gregorian reform of 
the calendar, this date coincided with 
the Winter Solstice and so her 
feastday became a festival of light. 

On Thursday we enjoyed a similar celebration in St. 
Dunstan’s church in South Brent, again welcoming 
Christians of other denominations, who all expressed 
their great enjoyment of this moment when we can 
prepare for the Coming of our Lord Jesus into our lives 
together.  A collection was made for charity at each 
service, with £46 going to the Foodbank in Ashburton 
and £80 from South Brent going to Children’s Hospice 
Southwest. 
On Thursday and Friday, children came to the 
churches in Buckfastleigh and South Brent for the Crib 
blessings.  It’s always such a powerful experience of 
God-with-us to be told of the true meaning of 
Christmas by little children, and it was good to see so 
many parishioners and parents benefitting from it, just 
as the children feel so supported by the adults’ 
presence. 

 

 

The uplifting sound of the bells ringing through the corridors is only outdone by the 
looks of concentration on each and every face of the ringers as they await their cue to 
ding or dong at the right moment. Also our choir attended the town fair and joined in 
the celebrations there and next week will be singing for the residents of St Andrew’s 
House. 
And finally, just a reminder, that our Carol Service will be held in the Abbey Church on 
Thursday, 13th December, at 3.45pm to which parishioners are invited. 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

This week our 125th Anniversary celebrations passed very 
successfully. Quite a lot of young chimney sweeps turned up 
along with maids, nannies and one or two rather fine ladies to 
celebrate the day. I was concerned that we would have a rash 
of mishaps as people, both staff and children, tripped on their 
long skirts but we managed to get through without any 
unnecessary first aid (I, too, nearly ran myself over with a 
Bookfair trolley as my Victorian garb got in the way, but that 
is another story). Miss Slack had done an immense amount 
of work gathering all the photographs from years gone by into 
one place – it was amazing how far flung throughout the 
school, and in how many nooks and crannies, they had been 
tucked away - and creating a fine exhibition in the library. I 
think it is fair to say her hard work this week has safeguarded 
the archive for future generations.  
Burrator Class: 

 
And the School Staff: 

 
Didn’t they do a fantastic job! (Ed.) 

It was also good to reflect that the original intention of the 
monks returning to Buckfast to provide a school to serve the 
local community continues, unchanged, and the support of 
the Benedictine Community at Buckfast Abbey ensures our 
special and unique school continues to thrive. 
We were also really pleased to see so many families and 
parishioners attend the first two Crib Blessings. These simple 
but significant services have flourished over the years and 
mark the start of the countdown to Christmas Day for many 
of our children. On Tuesday, Fernworthy will be visiting 
Ashburton for the last of our Crib Blessings for this year and 
parishioners are invited to join them at 2pm at Our Lady and 
St Petroc’s Church. There will be fresh squash and biscuits 
available afterwards. 
Meanwhile the hectic schedule of events continues apace – 
many of them becoming annual events and now more or less 
traditional, cannot be missed, fixtures in our preparations for 
Christmas. Burrator attended the St Nicholas Day 
Celebrations run by the Abbey Education Department and 
were also very lucky, the following day, to be able to welcome 
the local handbell group to the school.  


