
 
  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 

 
1st – 8th August, 2019    Led by Bishop Mark 
Adults £795 pp fully inclusive; Pilgrimage Director Fr. Kieran Kirby 
01392 272 2815 
Youth Pilgrimage at the same time £495pp Contact Fr. Anthony 
O’Gorman 01637 851697.  Subsidies available in case of need. 
A typical Plymouth Diocesan Pilgrimage package includes: 
» Direct flight from Exeter to Tarbes-Lourdes Airport and return 
» Return airport transfers with guide assistance 
» 7 nights hotel accommodation | daily breakfast, lunch and dinner 
» Full programme of religious ceremonies and special masses  
» Guided tours and social evenings  
» Full assistance of Joe Walsh Tours guides and representatives 
Book online at http://www.joewalshtours.ie/section/pilgrimages-
lourdes-plymouth  
See posters for more details 

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

18th – 25th January 
 
Churches together in 
Ashburton are holding 
the following events: 

 
Sunday 20th January: Fellowship Lunch, 12.30 
p.m. St. Andrew’s Church Hall (the Catholics 
provide the desserts).  Please contact Patrick 
Nuttgens for tickets. These cost a nominal 
amount; donations to defray the actual cost 
welcome.  
Tuesday 22nd January: Evening of Taize style 
prayer, 7.30 p.m. Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 
Petroc’s. Followed by refreshments.  
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

13th January, 2019 Baptism of the Lord Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.118 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Bessie Boyce; Elizabeth Chudleigh; Alice Medd; Violet Winstanley; Peter Gompertz; 
Gladys Stuart; Br. Gerard Graham; James Hearn; Ben Wilkins; Dame Christine Lowings 
OSB; Mary Godden; Alban Ayley; Cynthia Robinson; Anne Rowe; Henry Voisey; Francis 

Hodgson; William Ulyat; Dorothy Lucas; Antony Le Feure; Jane Berry; Ethel Clarke; 
Patrick Concannon; Dom Fergus Dougherty; Robert Lloyd; John Seymour-Crouchen; Dom 

Savinien Louismet; Winifrede Sproston; Aloysius Sproston; Mary de Trafford; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £64.34 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £249.32 £53.08 

Second £13.61  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £37.83 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.50 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.40 £47.00 

Added value through gift aid   £39.25 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Ss. Maurus & Placid 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Antony of Egypt 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Wulstan 

 

St. Benedict South West 
 
Mackenzie Robinson, who is an oblate of 
Buckfast Abbey has produced a website which 
contains his personal thoughts on St. Benedict 
and the Benedictine life.  Topics covered include 
Benedictine Life, Reflections, Prayer and 
Vocations.  Links to other resources, talks and 
videos are also offered.  
To learn more, please go to 
 www.stbenedict.co.uk   

 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass in 
the church in Ashburton this 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. and in South 
Brent on Thursday at 9.15 a.m. 
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“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 

Thanks to Jenny Nuttgens for these thoughts of a real 
little boy, Danny Dutton, on who God is: 
'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes 
them to replace the ones that die, so there will be enough 
people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make 
grownups, just babies. I think because they are smaller 
and easier to make. That way he doesn't have to take up 
his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can 
just leave that to mothers and fathers.' 
  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

We have had a quiet start to the term. The weather has been 
kind to us and the children have been able to get outside and 
play each break and lunch time which is always a bonus at 
this time of year, especially when the children have not seen 
each other for a few days and there is a lot of excitement and 
energy to run off. Topics have been started and I made the 
mistake of asking one of the Meldon children what she had 
learnt this week about bears. I say "mistake" because the 
child in question gave me a withering stare, as only a four 
year old can, and said "I learnt all about them on the first day 
of term." In a way that suggested "Job done, I shall now 
enjoy myself playing for the next five weeks"! 
Meanwhile, plans are being put in place for events later in 
the term. We are holding an "It's OK to be different" week 
towards the end of January when we will, as you may expect 
from the title, learn about diversity and celebrate our 
differences. It is all part of an initiative to support mental well-
being and ensure the children feel good about themselves. 
One of the activities will be a parent workshop to share the 
message throughout the families. We will also be holding a 
parent workshop about online safety at the start of February 
which again will address one of the key challenges we all 
face, but children in particular, with the fast changing and not 
always positive internet world that is essential to every day 
life nowadays.  
So, busy times ahead but nice to have a quiet start... 
  

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.  
Being what we promised to be 
Today’s feast tells us who Jesus really is; it calls us to be 
what we promised at our wedding – a sign to the world of 
God’s love for all of us.   At the core of this commitment is 
the undertaking to trust our spouse with who we really are 
– feelings, thoughts, ideas; all that makes us who we are 
today. 
 

The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to appoint a Parish 
Secretary for the church of Sacred Heart & St. Thérèse of 
the Child Jesus, Paignton. Salary: £9.50 per hour (Actual 
Salary - £9,880.00 per annum) Hours: 20 hours per week 
The Parish Secretary will manage the administrative, 
secretarial support and the office resources required to 
ensure the smooth running of the Parish and to enable the 
Parish Priest to carry out his Diocesan responsibilities.  The 
post-holder will be required to have secretarial or 
administrative experience and will require good 
organisational skills together with experience of Microsoft 
Office and excellent interpersonal skills. 
Copies of the job description, person specification and 
application form are obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 
01364 645383 or by emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk   
The last date for the receipt of applications will be Monday 
14 January 2019 and interviews will be held on Wednesday 
23 January in Paignton. 

Saturday 19th January  RE:connect Open Day. A chance for 
youth groups, parish groups or individuals to visit the 
Buckfast Abbey Education Department’s groundbreaking 
project RE:connect. This is an exciting interactive experience 
to help young people (and the not so young!) to think more 
deeply about the world around them. Enter the RE:connect 
network to explore the interconnectivity of the world through 
hands on and thought provoking activities, exercises and 
reflections. Situated in the Higher Mill building at Buckfast 
Abbey (just by the car park, former site of the Monastic 
Produce Shop). Free drop in from 10.00am to 4.00pm. 
This year we have also added a ‘prayer space’ called 
RE:focus. This will also be open on 19th and is situated in the 
Old Guesthall.     Further information at: 
 https://www.buckfast.org.uk/education/reconnect2019  

Pope Francis on Monday delivered a stirring defense of a 
“multilateral” approach to diplomacy seeking the collective 
common good. 
“An indispensable condition for the success of multilateral 
diplomacy is the good will and good faith of the parties, their 
readiness to deal with one another fairly and honestly, and 
their openness to accepting the inevitable compromises 
arising from disputes,” the pope said. 
“Whenever even one of these elements is missing, the result 
is a search for unilateral solutions and, in the end, the 
domination of the powerful over the weak,” Francis said. 
The pontiff’s comments came in his annual address to the 
diplomatic corps accredited to the Holy See, a speech 
commonly regarded as marking out a pope’s political and 
social priorities for the coming year. 
The emphasis on multilateral diplomacy could suggest that 
Francis and his diplomatic team intend to dial up their 
support for the United Nations and other forums for 
international cooperation in 2019, building on a decades-
long record of Vatican support for the UN and its related 
institutions. 
Francis opened his speech on Monday recalling that 2019 
is the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the League of 
Nations, a precursor to the UN established after the carnage 
of the First World War. 
The pope extolled the League of Nations as the first stirrings 
of a different approach to international affairs, while 
describing its failure as a cautionary tale about what 
happens when the strong simply impose their will on others. 
As he characteristically does, Francis also highlighted 
certain specific hotspots around the world that are zones of 
special concern for him and the Catholic Church, beginning 
this year with Ukraine. 
“Through her activities and her closeness to the people 
involved, the Church strives to encourage, directly and 
indirectly, peaceful paths to the solution of the conflict, paths 
that are respectful of justice and law, including international 
law, which is the basis of security and coexistence in the 
entire region,” he said. 
Francis also offered several references to the ongoing 
conflict in Syria. Surveying the Middle East, Francis offered 
a word of encouragement for the beleaguered Christian 
minority, at a moment when some observers worry that 
Christianity in the region may be sliding towards extinction. 
“I encourage all those who have sought refuge in other 
places to do everything possible to return to their homes and 
in any event to maintain and strengthen their ties to their 
communities of origin,” he said. 
Full article: www.cruxnow.com  


