
 
  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
1st – 8th August, 2019  Led by Bishop Mark 
Adults £795 pp fully inclusive; Pilgrimage Director  
Fr. Kieran Kirby 01392 272 2815 
Youth Pilgrimage at the same time £495pp  
Contact Fr. Anthony O’Gorman 01637 851697.   
Subsidies available in case of need. 
 
» Direct flight from Exeter to Tarbes-Lourdes Airport and return 
» Return airport transfers with guide assistance 
» 7 nights hotel accommodation | daily breakfast, lunch and dinner 
» Full programme of religious ceremonies and special masses  
» Guided tours and social evenings  
» Full assistance of Joe Walsh Tours guides and representatives 
Book online at http://www.joewalshtours.ie/section/pilgrimages-lourdes-plymouth  

Catholic  
South West 

The February edition of the 
newspaper of the Diocese of 
Plymouth, is now available in each 
church in the parish.  These are 
free, so please help yourself, and 
take a copy for anyone you know 
who might like one. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

27th January, 2019 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.129 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Helen Dent; Phoebe Stanton; Joseph Dodard; Winifred Phillipps; Jack McAvoy; Frances 
O’Dea; John Gregory; Norah Torrington; Dame Mildred Murray-Sinclair; Dom Martin 
Brüchlen; Florence Phillips; Evelyn Hatch; Joyce Bullard; Phil Nunn; Harold Sampson; 
Joseph Walter; Ernest Richards; Helen Kenny; Charles Lord Clifford; Lillian Trude; 
Doreen  Legg; John Ash; Canon Higgins; Freda Alexander; Marion Temple; Edward 

Stevens; Francis Scarrett; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £84.76 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £222.16 £58.08 

Second £12.50  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £19.05 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.22 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £66.00 £43.40 

Added value through gift aid   £45.10 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Thomas Aquinas 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. John Bosco 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Presentation of the Lord 

 

 
This weekend there will be a second collection for 
the Parish Syria Appeal 
 

A message from Jenny Hayward-Jones, CAFOD Community 
Participation Coordinator for Plymouth diocese while Simon Giarchi 
is on paternity leave. 
CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England 
and Wales. We believe in a world where we can reach every 
woman, man and child so they can flourish. We have the potential 
to reach everyone because of the global reach of the Catholic 
Church but we have to turn away one in three requests for help 
because we don’t have enough money to support them all. We want 
to change this.  CAFOD in the Plymouth Diocese is holding a Lent 
Family Fast Day briefing for volunteers and parishioners interested 
in CAFOD’s work on Saturday 2 February. All are welcome. We will 
meet from 11am to 1pm at our Lady Help of Christians and St Denis, 
St Marychurch, Priory Road, Torquay TQ1 4NY. Tea and coffee will 
be available from 10.30am, with a shared lunch following the 
meeting. For more information, please call 01752 268 768 or email 
plymouth@cafod.org.uk  

 

 



 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

A parish priest woke up Sunday morning and realizing it was an exceptionally beautiful and sunny early spring day, 
decided he just had to play golf.  So... he told a colleague that he was feeling sick and persuaded him to celebrate mass 
for him that day. As soon as his colleague left the room, the parish priest headed to a golf course about forty miles away. 
This way he knew he wouldn't accidentally meet anyone he knew from his church. Setting up on the first tee, he was 
alone. After all, it was Sunday morning and everyone else was in church! 
At about this time, Saint Peter leaned over to the Lord while looking down from the heavens and exclaimed, 
"You're not going to let him get away with this, are you?" The Lord sighed, and said, "No, I guess not."  Just then the 
priest hit the ball and it shot straight towards the pin, dropping just short of it, rolled up and fell into the hole.  
IT WAS A 420 YARD HOLE IN ONE!  St. Peter was astonished. He looked at the Lord and asked, "Why did you let him 
do that?" The Lord smiled and replied, “Who is he going to tell?”   
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week the school held an "It's okay to be different" week 
which was an opportunity to celebrate our diversity and 
promote mental health and wellbeing. The children all wrote 
down the words that they felt described themselves and 
what it is about them that makes them special. Once they 
have the confidence that they are important and special in 
their own right, they can then appreciate the differences in 
the people around them. For a small school, our ethnic 
diversity alone is quite amazing - we have (in no particular 
order) people of Welsh, Scottish, French, Italian, Mexican, 
Kurdish, Tobagan, Iranian, Polish, Romanian, oh and 
English heritage (not forgetting the Cornish amongst us) 
and those are just the ones I am aware of. I am sure there 
will be more quarters and eighths of different cultures within 
us as well. The children also considered, in ways 
appropriate for their age, other lifestyles and beliefs and 
freedom of choice. They also learnt about sharing how they 
feel with others so that they can understand each other 
better and reduce the conflict that comes through fear and 
misunderstanding. This in turn will help promote their own 
mental health and well being and help them become 
resilient and tolerant to face the challenges life will bring 
them. They are lucky to be living in a country where 
everyone has the right to voice their opinion (whilst Brexit 
may seem a little tedious, there are other countries where 
dissenting voices on either side of the argument would be 
silenced one way or another). So this week, remember to 
stand tall and proud and from that position of strength try to 
see things in a different way. 
Hopefully by the end of the week, the children had learnt 
that they are all special and that we were all put on this earth 
for an important purpose. I used to have a poster in my office 
which said "God put me on this earth to do certain things 
...." It also said, "right now, I am so far behind, I may never 
die!" But that is a different story... 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.  
A new creation 
On our wedding day you and I became us! I am still me, you 
are still you, but we are now linked together in a unique 
relationship.  When we share ourselves completely with 
each other, we are enabled to speak with the authority of 
faith, hope and love.  In this context we bring the Good 
News of marriage to everyone. 
 

 
PANAMA CITY - Thousands of World Youth Day 
pilgrims stopped by the Jama Mosque Jan. 24 en route 
to catch a glimpse of Pope Francis. 
“Brothers, sisters, you need water,” Hashim Bhana 
yelled at them from under a tent that announced a 
“hydration center” outside the mosque, a place where 
pilgrims could pick up free water, or catch some needed 
shade and a smile as they struggled to stay hydrated 
under the blazing sun. 
“This is an event for the good of young people, it 
benefits them so how could we say no” to helping them, 
said Bhana. 
While hundreds of vendors sold water to the thirsty, the 
Muslim community at the oldest mosque in Panama City 
gave it away for free near a banner that said, “Welcome 
Pilgrim Friends.” By the time Francis had arrived at 
Santa Maria la Antigua Field, they had handed out 
15,000 bottles and were looking for more because of the 
demand, said Bhana. 
In Panama City, people of different religions get along 
well, he said, so the gesture was not unusual. 
“What’s important to us is that we’re all brothers and 
sisters. We don’t ask about your religion, your skin 
color, age. We’re all humans and we want everyone to 
be well,” said Kasim Bhana, who was helping distribute 
water. 
Having the pope in Panama City is a blessing, he said, 
adding that the Muslim community would be providing 
free water until World Youth Day was over, particularly 
because the venues for many of the events were near 
the mosque and they did not want the pilgrims to 
dehydrate or suffer. 
The mosque has about 8,000 members, give or take, 
said Kasim Bhana, and many were taking turns staffing 
the water stations during the hottest times of the day. 
Others bought and delivered water and ice to keep the 
water bottles cold. But on the day the pope was going 
to be closest to the mosque, they opened earlier. 
“This was the best day,” he said. 
www.cruxnow.com 
Follow the action at World Youth Day in Panama: 
http://worldyouthday.com/panama-2019 
 

Are you:  
Anxious about your marriage relationship? Alone or distant 
from your partner? Disillusioned or bored in your marriage? 
Without the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing 
coldness or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with your 
partner? Unable to see how to change your situation? 
Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 

http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/    


