
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

3rd February, 2019 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.133 
10th February, 2019 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Readings p. 136 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
4th Sunday 

 
5th Sunday 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Wilfrid Routley; David Weaver; Canon Robert Lyons; Robert Young; Tom Ashton;  
Dorothy Gowen; Adah Walker; Edward Banks; William Ryan; Elizabeth Beard;  
Kate Turner; Emily Richardson; Mary Conlon; Prudence Davies; Edward Banks;  
Denis Knight; Jerome Dawson; Roy Andrews; Vincent Jennings; Samuel Gayton;  

Margaret Colly; Frederick Neale; Gilbert Moore; John Naylor; Pat Burke;  
Albert Ghewy; Pauline Hornsey; Guy Wetherall; Annie Boyce; Andrew Straw;  

Mary Sandys; Gertrude Henle; Dom William Henle; Verity Rowe; Joseph Hawkins; 
Olive Elliott; Jan Tarasiuk; Florence Colborne; Bessie Highmore; Dom Boniface Bush; 
Francis Craig-McFeely; Elsie Lee; Muriel Taylor; Helen Wetherall; Emily O’Shea; 

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Agatha 

Wednesday The Martyrs of Japan 
Thurs - Sat Feria 

Monday 11th Feb. St. Benedict of Aniane 
Tuesday & Wednesday Feria 

Thursday Ss. Cyril & Methodius 
Fri – Sat Feria 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £46.20 £10.00 £71.57 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £182.29 £63.08 £29.45 £309.83 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £13.21 £30.00 £8.40 £18.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £20.00 £38.92 £7.50 £41.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.20 £30.00 £42.70 £205.00 

   £43.00   £143.46 
Special thanks for your donations to the Parish Syria Appeal.  With gift aid this amounted to 
£876.91 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, March 5th, 2019.   

7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant 

This year’s theme: 
New Orleans! 

 
Drink on arrival; menu includes 

Chicken & Sausage Gumbo, 
Vegetarian Jambalaya, Shrimp 

Creole, Muffaletta and other salads, 
King Cake, pancakes. 

All included at the special price of 
£8 each. Those aged 18 or under go 
FREE, but must have a ticked ant be 

accompanied by someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid of 

CAFOD (please bring a prize) 
Tickets available after most Masses 
or contact Fr. Francis; please buy in 
advance (to help us plan catering) 

Next weekend there will be a second collection to raise funds for the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. The collection enables those of limited 
means to take part, especially the sick and the young people who work so 
hard to help them. Confidential applications for assistance should be 
made to Fr. Kieran Kirby 01392 2722815 or Kieran.Kirby@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

A couple of weeks ago the details of 2nd collections through the year were 
given in the newsletter and it was noted that the annual appeal by 
missionaries had yet to be fixed.   
It has now been agreed that the Missionary Sisters of Saint Peter Claver 
will appeal at Masses in the Abbey on Sunday 26th May and a collection 
for their work will be taken at all Masses in the parish that weekend. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The December draw took place last Thursday and are the lucky winners: 
1st Prize (£25)   No.  53 Mr. Bob Smith 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.  37 Mr. Victor Baker 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  29 Mrs. Patricia Alcock 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 36 Mrs. Anne Nicholls 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please contact 
Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 



 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
1st – 8th August, 2019  Led by Bishop Mark 
Adults £795 pp fully inclusive; Pilgrimage Director  
Fr. Kieran Kirby 01392 272 2815 
Youth Pilgrimage at the same time £495pp  
Contact Fr. Anthony O’Gorman 01637 851697.   
» Direct flight from Exeter to Tarbes-Lourdes Airport and return 
» Return airport transfers with guide assistance 
» 7 nights hotel accommodation | daily breakfast, lunch and dinner 
» Full programme of religious ceremonies and special masses  
» Guided tours and social evenings  
» Full assistance of Joe Walsh Tours guides and representatives 
Book online at http://www.joewalshtours.ie/section/pilgrimages-lourdes-plymouth  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 
 

A little girl noticed that the priest always paused and 
bowed his head for a moment before starting his 
sermon.  One day, she asked him why.  Delighted that 
the little girl was paying enough attention to notice, the 
priest said, “Well, I’m asking the Lord to help me to 
preach a good sermon.”   “How come He never 
answers your prayer?” she asked.   
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Not surprisingly, this week has been dominated by the 
weather! It has almost been the worst combination of low 
temperatures which have wobbled around freezing, some 
rain and then the threat of snow. Lots of plans were made 
each evening on how to tackle the following day's 
challenges to open the school and keep everyone safe. Fr 
Francis was even 'volunteered' to be our 'man on the 
ground' with the responsibility of reporting in the dark upon 
the state of the area around the school. One morning we 
were confident we were fully in control with all surfaces 
salted, only to be confronted with showers of rain, snow and 
temperatures going up and down, all of which had the result 
of washing everything away and the ground re-freezing. It 
was a struggle at one point to keep fire routes safe and 
many days of grit were used just to be sure we were fine in 
every eventuality. The weather has also meant that the 
outdoor play was very limited and by the end of the week 
there was a definite simmering of unspent energy amongst 
the children. The adults, meanwhile, particularly in the 
office, were exhausted by the constant effort of weather 
watching!  Hopefully, next week the weather will be fine and 
we can get on with more interesting tasks like filing and 
number crunching. Next Tuesday is Safer Internet Day so 
we will be able to concentrate on the perils of the virtual 
world instead where there is no ice but other far murkier 
perils sometimes! 
For the second year running, the children have planted 
crocuses generously supplied by the Rotary Club, 
represented by Sandra Coleman.  This is part of the 
Purple4Polio Campaign, which aims to raise awareness of 
the Rotary fight for a polio-free world. It’s a way of getting 
people talking about the need to eradicate the life-
threatening and disabling polio virus. 
Despite the cold weather, the crocuses in the Abbey car 
park are beginning to put their ‘noses’ above the ground and 
even showing some lovely purple flowers in some places. 
On Wednesday Miss Slack brought the members of the 
School Council to see how they are doing and to bless them 
and pray with Fr. Francis that polio will soon be a thing of 
the past 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.  
We reflect God’s love 
Through our marriage we become a living flesh and blood 
sacrament of our Church!  Saint Paul says ‘be ambitious 
for the higher gifts’.  Our love isn’t just a warm feeling but 
an action; it flourishes in being given attention to and 
nurtured. In this way we become a sacramental ‘sign’ of 
God’s love for our children, family, friends and Church. 

Are you:  
Anxious about your marriage relationship? Alone or 
distant from your partner? Disillusioned or bored in your 
marriage? 
Without the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing 
coldness or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with your 
partner? Unable to see how to change your situation? 
Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 

http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/    

Catholic Singles 
 Helps practising Catholics meet other Catholics 
 Provides a strictly confidential service 
 Sends members a monthly bulletin called Catholic 

Networking. 
 Publicises social events 
 

Six months’ membership is £10 and new members are 
asked to also make a donation of £10, half of which is 
donated to their parish or another charity of their choice. 
This parish has just received a cheque for £15 as a 
donation from members of Catholic Singles, so Fr. 
Francis says ‘Thank you!’ to those kind people, whoever 
they are. 
 

Free information, with no obligation, from 
Catholic Singles, 1, Burlescombe Close, Altrincham 
WA14 4UX Tel. 0161 9413498 or 
 info@catholicsingles.org.uk  
Website: www.catholicsingles.org.uk  

Buckfastleigh Community Care’s Games Club 

The Singing Kettle in Buckfastleigh are kindly welcoming 
the Club in their cafe. The Games Club will start this 
coming Thursday 7th February and will run from 2 to 4 
pm.  
The Games Club will be running weekly through the 
winter.  
Draughts, dominos, backgammon, cribbage or games of 
your choice. Come to learn or teach others! 
 

For further information contact Letitia Woolacott 01364 
643993 

 


