
 
  

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th February, 2019 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.139 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frances Shorland; Moira Kerse; Winifred McKenzie; Jean Elton; Muriel Sass; William Crook; 
William Baker; Adela Carter; Angela Simpson; Rev. Edward Damen; William Spiller; Mother 

Mary Angela; Br. Bernard Seymour; Karl Pole; Mary Knowles; Mildred Gray; Isabel Hodge; 
Leonard Bragg; 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter Earl Newton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.  
Our calling is to love one another:  Does ‘the world speak well of me’?  God wants us to use our talents to fulfil His 
plan, not for our own glory.  His plan for marriage is that we love each other before everything else, which means listening 
deeply. When I focus on doing any job I need to ask: ‘How do you need to be loved just now?’ 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Peter Damian 

Friday The See of Peter 
Saturday St. Polycarp 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £67.11 £20.00 £38.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £236.90 £45.00 £28.80 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £21.00 £30.00 £0.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £25.31 £21.92 £0.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £21.95 £36.00 £33.50 £7.00 

   £38.23   £1.75 
 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, March 5th, 2019.   

7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant 

This year’s theme: 
New Orleans! 

 
Drink on arrival; menu includes 

Chicken & Sausage Gumbo, 
Vegetarian Jambalaya, Shrimp 
Creole, Muffaletta and other 
salads, King Cake, pancakes. 

All included at the special price 
of £8 each. Those aged 18 or 

under go FREE, but must have a 
ticked ant be accompanied by 

someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid 
of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 

Tickets available after most 
Masses or contact Fr. Francis; 
please buy in advance (to help 

us plan catering) 

Buckfastleigh Community Care’s Games Club 

The Singing Kettle in Buckfastleigh are kindly welcoming the Club in their cafe. 
Thursdays from 2 to 4 pm through out the winter.  Draughts, dominos, backgammon, 
cribbage or games of your choice. Come to learn or teach others! 
 

For further information contact Letitia Woolacott 01364 643993 

Collections 2nd/3rd February  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £51.71 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £166.95 £43.08 

Second £8.30  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £25.20 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.50 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £21.00 £48.00 

Added value through gift aid   £42.50 
 

Racial Justice Sunday is on 17 February 2019. The theme this year is “Dignity for all 
workers”, recognising the problems faced by people due to racism and ethnic 
discrimination in the workplace. 
In a world steeped in violence, conflict, and discrimination, the Gospel demands that 
we acknowledge the dignity of the human person, the necessity of building peace, 
prosperity, justice for all. In Octogesima Adveniens and Gaudium et Spes, St Paul VI 
teaches that “all people have a right to work … to lead a worthy life on the material, 
social, cultural and spiritual level". We are therefore called to ensure people are not 
exploited while they work, and to open our hearts to those who face this hatred. “As 
you did this to the one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me…” 
In our task as disciples of Christ, our responsibility is to make sure people are treated 
with dignity at work and are not exploited. Migrant communities and those suffering 
from racial abuse are particularly vulnerable to being drawn into unjust working 
conditions and labour exploitation. 
Please take a prayer card; they are available in all the churches in the parish. 
Donations can be made via the Catholic News website: www.catholicnews.org.uk  

 



 

If you have the facility to receive it, EWTN can be a 
refreshing alternative to the cynical approach to 
Christianity of much of the media. Available to watch on 
the internet at http://www.ewtn.co.uk .    For other options, 
like Sky and freeview, see the website. 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 
 

A parish priest decided to have the exterior walls of his 
church and presbytery repainted. Having chosen the 
cheapest quote, the work was duly completed. You 
obviously pay for what you get, the paint had been 
watered down to save money. The next day it rained 
heavily and washed the paint off the walls. The priest was 
distraught. Whilst praying for guidance he heard a 
heavenly voice which spoke with great authority say, “Re-
paint, re-paint and never thin again”.   
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 
This time last year, we were worrying about wintry weather 
and children coming out in spots (chickenpox). This year, it 
has been a pleasure to enjoy the mild, springlike weather 
and only a handful of children have been off with sore 
throats and the like. Next week's half term break will still be 
good for recharging batteries and allowing us to prepare for 
the next spell of icy mornings - we have already taken 
delivery of the next mound of rock salt to fling around in 
chilly weather. 
The children, oblivious to such things, have had a busy 
week - on Thursday they entertained their families with 
performances of the dances they have been working on this 
term as part of their PE sessions. As so often happens, staff 
heads were shaking during the last minute rehearsals, 
wondering whose idea it was to invite parents in to see what 
was surely going to be a shambolic disaster, only to be 
pleasantly surprised by the almost miraculous 
transformation in the real performance a mere twenty 
minutes later. But that is children for you, keeping us all on 
our toes with the unpredictability which is part of their charm. 
On Friday, the littlest children, Meldon class, also invited 
their families in for a Teddy Bears' Picnic to which parent 
teddies were also invited. I think there were songs and 
games and, fortunately, the lovely weather meant they could 
all venture outdoors to play on the equipment in the 
sunshine. A very nice teddy bear cake made it to the office 
which Miss Slack kindly said I could have as there was only 
one. As it had been subjected to high temperatures as part 
of its creation, I risked eating it ( I have a self-imposed rule 
to politely refuse child made peppermint creams ) and, so 
far, I have suffered no ill effects.  
Both these events were very well attended by our families 
but the next test of their support will be our Maths Learning 
Afternoon when Burrator will be sharing their mathematical 
knowledge and setting some challenges for the parents. 
Fortunately, there is the added attraction of a food tasting 
session arranged by the Conference Centre who supply our 
school lunches which will run alongside the maths session 
so people will be able to retreat for a quick culinary boost if 
the maths gets too much! 
 
  

A letter from the Secretary of State for Education to our 
Headteacher: 

 
What a wonderful achievement.  Congratulations 
from the parish and thank you to Miss Slack, her 
staff and all the children for their hard work and 
dedication.  

Job Vacancies 
 
Plymouth CAST Multi Academy Trust is seeking to appoint 
Headteachers to the following schools: 
 St. Boniface College (Secondary), Plymouth 
 Cathedral School of St. Mary, Plymouth 
 St. Mary’s Catholic Primary, Falmouth 
 Sacred Heart Catholic Primary, Paignton 
 
See posters for details.  Potential candidates are invited to 
discuss the posts informally with Louise Adams, Head of 
School Improvement, at louise.adams@plymouthcast.org.uk  
To request an application form, please email 
careers@plymouthcast.org.uk  

Are you:  
Anxious about your marriage relationship? Alone or distant 
from your partner? Disillusioned or bored in your marriage? 
Without the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing 
coldness or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with your 
partner? Unable to see how to change your situation? 
Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 

http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/    

 


