
 
  

World Day of Prayer  
2 p.m. Friday 1st March 

Methodist Church  
South Brent  

Everyone is welcome 
Here in South Brent we will take part in a 
great wave of prayer encircling the 
globe, praying and sharing with people in 
over 120 countries around the world. 
The service has been written by the 
women of Slovenia, and is an open 
invitation for all to come to God’s table –  

‘Come, everything is ready!’ 
We will listen to the stories of wives, 
mothers, grandmothers, refugees, 
migrants and Roma people of the time 
from being a Socialist Communist State 
to the present day. We will ask 
forgiveness for being silent in the face of 
injustice, and we pray that God may 
open our hearts to compassion and 
understanding on the path to freedom, 
justice and peace. 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

24th February, 2019 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.141 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Anne Morin; Mgr. David Barry; John Billington; Bessie Stuart; Hilda Robertson;  
Dom Raphael Stones; Lucy Kaylor; Brian Cross; Elizabeth Nicholls; May Sanders;  

Rev. Edwin Russell; Mary Davies; Charles Messer; Kathleen Davies; Charles Norton;  
Rosina Barber; Dom Antony Staerk; Lucille Tolley; 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter Earl Newton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental marital love in the light 
of the Sunday readings.  An unconditional way of life  
Today’s Scripture sets out a blueprint for life: love enemies, bless those who curse 
you, turn the other cheek, give without expecting anything in return, don’t judge or 
condemn. When marrying and promising ‘to have and to hold’, ‘for better for worse’, 
we said yes to this way of life: an unconditional acceptance of one another without 
counting the cost!  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Walburga 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. David 
Saturday Feria 

 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, March 5th, 2019.   

7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant 

This year’s theme: 
New Orleans! 

 
Drink on arrival; menu includes 

Chicken & Sausage Gumbo, 
Vegetarian Jambalaya, Shrimp 
Creole, Muffaletta and other 
salads, King Cake, pancakes. 

All included at the special price 
of £8 each. Those aged 18 or 

under go FREE, but must have a 
ticked ant be accompanied by 

someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid 
of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 

Tickets available after most 
Masses or contact Fr. Francis; 
please buy in advance (to help 

us plan catering) 

Buckfastleigh Community Care’s Games Club 

The Singing Kettle in Buckfastleigh are kindly welcoming the Club in their cafe. Thursdays from 2 to 4 pm through out the 
winter.  Draughts, dominos, backgammon, cribbage or games of your choice. Come to learn or teach others! 
 

Vocations Retreat  
at Buckfast Abbey 
22nd – 24th March, 2019 
 
‘Call on me, and I will show you great 
and wonderful things which you have 
not known’ (Jeremiah 33:3) 
 

A two-day retreat with space to pray 
and reflect on the call of God and what 
it might mean for you in the beautiful 
monastic setting of Buckfast Abbey. 
For those discerning their 
vocation…an opportunity to meet 
others who are also wondering about 
God’s call…and to meet those who 
have already made the choide to thive 
the religious life in the Church 
4 p.m. Friday 22nd March until after 
lunch on Sunday 24th March. 
If you feel that the Lord is calling you in 
some way, as a priest, or as a religious 
brother, or you are not too sure, get in 
touch with Fr. Ralph Candy, Vocations 
Director, Diocese of Plymouth 
 
More details from 01803 557518 or 
vocation@prcdtr.org.uk  

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £58.75 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £241.93 £43.08 

Second £13.78  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £36.39 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £18.50 £53.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.75 £39.00 

Added value through gift aid   £45.25 
 



 A review on Amazon.com:  
Firstly, read this book to gain 
insight from a man seeking Truth 
about 21 men who showed such 
devotion to Jesus that they died 
speaking to Him at the hands of 
their murderers. Secondly, read 
this book because you'll learn 
more about the Coptic religious 
men and women in Egypt and the 
potential for terror that their faith 
steeps in on a daily basis. Thirdly, 
read this because it will change 
you from within and make you see 
that we, too, need to embrace the 

courage that God calls us to live. 
I cannot believe this book was translated from German in 
to English. That fact, merged with the gorgeous prose of a 
nonfiction text, earned the five stars. 
However, beyond the technical beauty of the book, there 
is the journey of a man in awe of the faith of other men. 
The book teaches while also preaching. It is a testament 
to what we were called to be: firstly: disciples, secondly: 
prophets, and thirdly: teachers. The author manages to 
show, not tell, that order of our faith. He does so through 
his journey researching the example of these men. 
 
About the book: 
In a carefully choreographed propaganda video released 
in February 2015, ISIS militants behead twenty-one 
orange-clad Christian men on a Libyan beach. 
All but one were young Coptic Christian migrant workers 
from Egypt. Acclaimed literary writer Martin Mosebach 
traveled to the Egyptian village of El-Aour to meet their 
families and better understand the faith and culture that 
shaped such conviction. 
He finds himself welcomed into simple concrete homes 
through which swallows dart. Portraits of Jesus and Mary 
hang on the walls along with roughhewn shrines to now-
famous loved ones. There is never any talk of revenge, but 
only the pride of having a martyr in the family, a saint in 
heaven. “The 21” appear on icons crowned like kings, 
celebrated even as their community grieves. A skeptical 
Westerner, Mosebach finds himself a stranger in this world 
in which everything is the reflection or fulfillment of biblical 
events, and facing persecution with courage is part of daily 
life. 
In twenty-one symbolic chapters, each preceded by a 
picture, Mosebach offers a travelogue of his encounter 
with a foreign culture and a church that has preserved the 
faith and liturgy of early Christianity – the “Church of the 
Martyrs.” 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 
 

A minister friend told me one of his Sunday School class 
found an old bible of his in the church.  Looking through it, 
a bookmark fell out.  The minister is a bit of a botanist, so 
the bookmark was actually an old plant leaf.  Without 
batting an eyelid, the youngster picked up the leaf and 
chuckled: “I think I found Adam’s underwear!”  
  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Last Monday, the school felt as though it was in the grips of 
an episode of DIY SOS. The Gardens Department were in 
pulling prickly stuff off walls and replacing it with much 
friendlier plants like Clematis and Passion Flower, weeding 
and turfing, chopping down a couple of trees that were 
becoming unsafe and generally getting us ready for the 
Spring, which must surely be just around the corner (I am 
not even going to start to contemplate another March like 
last year’s). They were also starting work on a sensory 
garden which is being partially funded by a very generous 
family in memory of their mother – I am sure we will be able 
to share some pictures with you when it is complete.  
The Works Department were in working their way through a 
long list of things that we had asked for, more in hope than 
expectation for some of the items, I have to admit. We had 
asked for new bulbs for our hall lights but they have been 
completely updated with state of the art lights which are so 
bright that we may need to wear sunglasses if they are all 
put on at once! Luckily they have also painted the hall walls 
as the new lighting would have shown up all the hand prints 
and general smudges that the children have managed to 
leave behind over the past few years. They have also done 
those little jobs like repair the shed doors, put up coats 
hooks, filled holes and put up soap dispensers which make 
life so much easier every day. They also arranged for the 
school to be pressure washed – oh, the joy to see the sludge 
and slime wash away and a sparkly new school appear once 
more! Lovely! 
There were also tarmac layers, plumbers mending sinks, 
builders putting up soundproofing and stone masons 
pointing walls. 
Many of these activities are made possible by the generosity 
of the Benedictine Community of Buckfast who care for our 
school buildings and make it a joy to learn and work in. They 
help us to keep it in top condition – something sadly not 
enjoyed by many other schools throughout the country. An 
important person in this has been the Abbot who has seen 
the school go from a small Victorian building, struggling to 
get a mobile classroom, to the fabulous edifice we have 
now. As he starts a new journey himself away from 
Buckfast, we wholeheartedly thank him for all that he has 
enabled for St Mary’s. 
 

Job Vacancies 
 
Plymouth CAST Multi Academy Trust is seeking to appoint 
Headteachers to the following schools: 
 St. Boniface College (Secondary), Plymouth 
 Cathedral School of St. Mary, Plymouth 
 St. Mary’s Catholic Primary, Falmouth 
 Sacred Heart Catholic Primary, Paignton 
 
See posters for details.  Potential candidates are invited to 
discuss the posts informally with Louise Adams, Head of 
School Improvement, at louise.adams@plymouthcast.org.uk  
To request an application form, please email 
careers@plymouthcast.org.uk  

Are you:  
Anxious about your marriage relationship? Alone or distant 
from your partner? Disillusioned or bored in your marriage? 
Without the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing 
coldness or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with your 
partner? Unable to see how to change your situation? 
Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 

http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/    

 


