
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

3rd March, 2019 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.144 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dudley Persse; Alicia Mary Palmer; Dom Michael Craig-McFeely; Ian Stevens; M. Radford; 
Hilda Robinson; Dorothy Green; Robert Turnbull; Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel McMurtrie; 
Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; Albert Pruett; Patricia Bachelor; Dr. Ironside; Mary Witt; 
Florence Ratcliffe; Anne Hogg; Gertrude Hutchinson; Mary Vine; Francis Bowen; Maria 

Hirsch; Felix Murdin; 
May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter Earl Newton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
Thursday Lent 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

Last Chance 
to get your tickets 

(after Mass or contact 
fr. francis) 

Mardi Gras! 
Tuesday, March 5th, 2019.   

7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant 

This year’s theme: 
New Orleans! 

 
Drink on arrival; menu includes 

Chicken & Sausage Gumbo, 
Vegetarian Jambalaya, Shrimp 
Creole, Muffaletta , King Cake. 
All included at the special price 
of £8 each. Those aged 18 or 

under go FREE, but must have a 
ticked ant be accompanied by 

someone over 18. 
Cash bar available; Raffle in aid 
of CAFOD (please bring a prize) 

Buckfastleigh Community Care’s Games Club 

The Singing Kettle in Buckfastleigh are kindly welcoming the Club in their cafe. Thursdays from 2 to 4 pm through out the 
winter.  Draughts, dominos, backgammon, cribbage or games of your choice. Come to learn or teach others! 
 

Are you: Anxious about your marriage  
relationship? Alone or distant from 
your partner? Disillusioned or bored in  
your marriage? Without the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing coldness 
or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with your partner? Unable to see how to change 
your situation?  
Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/  

 

Vocations Retreat  
at Buckfast Abbey 
22nd – 24th March, 2019 
 

‘Call on me, and I will show you great 
and wonderful things which you have 
not known’ (Jeremiah 33:3) 
 

A two-day retreat with space to pray 
and reflect on the call of God and what 
it might mean for you in the beautiful 
monastic setting of Buckfast Abbey. 
For those discerning their 
vocation…an opportunity to meet 
others who are also wondering about 
God’s call…and to meet those who 
have already made the choide to thive 
the religious life in the Church 
4 p.m. Friday 22nd March until after 
lunch on Sunday 24th March. 
If you feel that the Lord is calling you in 
some way, as a priest, or as a religious 
brother, or you are not too sure, get in 
touch with Fr. Ralph Candy, Vocations 
Director, Diocese of Plymouth 
 
More details from 01803 557518 or 
vocation@prcdtr.org.uk  

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £46.70 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £181.37 £48.08 

Second £10.46  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £14.60 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £18.76 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £10.45 £33.80 

Added value through gift aid   £37.70 
 

School of the Annunciation Summer 
Courses held at Buckfast Abbey: 
8-11 August  
Discipleship and the Holy Spirit 
12-15 August  
Church History and the Fathers 
15-18 August  
Philosophy and Apologetics 
See posters for more details 

Ash Wednesday Masses 
Mass with distribution of ashes will 
take place at the following times in the 
parish (please note, there will not be 
Mass in the Abbey at 8 a.m.) 
 

Ashburton 10:00 a.m. 
Abbey 12:05 p.m. 
South Brent 7:30 p.m. 
  

 

True love 
always 

involves 
self-sacrifice 



 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

Real holiday-maker complaints:  
1. "I think it should be explained in the brochure that the local 
convenience store does not sell proper biscuits like custard 
creams or ginger nuts."  
2. "It's lazy of the local shopkeepers in Puerto Vallarta to 
close in the afternoons. I often needed to buy things during 
'siesta' time -- this should be banned." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week the children in Burrator class, our oldest children, 
held a maths learning workshop for parents. It was good to 
see lots of parents come and support the children even 
though, like many people, some of them expressed concerns 
upon their arrival that they "couldn't do maths". Luckily the 
children in Burrator believe that they can and so explained 
very successfully, amongst other things, how to do long 
division, multiplication and add fractions. The significance of 
this is that being able to explain to others how to do 
something shows that you have mastered how to do it 
yourself. I think also, importantly, the children explained it in 
maybe a kinder way than some parents would have had it 
presented before which meant that they could listen without 
fear of being judged on their ability.  
There was also a useful food tasting session running 
alongside the maths activities to which parents could retreat 
if it all got too much! John and Vicki Hughes brought along a 
fine selection of food for tasting to give the parents an idea of 
the yummy food their children are offered each day. School 
meals, like so many things, are heavily regulated and John 
has to produce meals to strict nutritional standards whilst 
ensuring they are appetising and attractive to children. 
Luckily, he has a computer programme to help him analyse 
the meals but I gather the art is in providing a menu which 
has some of the children's favourites like chips or crispy 
cakes which don't make the figures shoot off the scale. 
Cheesy wheels, which the children request whenever school 
meal menus are discussed, are apparently enough to reduce 
the computer programme to a quivering wreck. Fortunately, 
John is a bit of a rebel and every so often sneaks in 
something a little risky like the muesli and chocolate bombs 
he had on offer at the tasting. The good thing is there is never 
any evidence left over to incriminate him! And, of course, he 
can make sure everything else is super healthy so that we 
keep giving the children what they need as well as what they 
desire. 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.  
Praise and thanksgiving  Actions speak louder than 
words! As married couples we rely on each other for help and 
support but sometimes we are not listening or paying 
attention.  The Gospel today reminds us that to accuse each 
other is hypocritical, whereas when we encourage one 
another, we help each other to build up ...‘that store of 
goodness in her/his heart’. 

Grandparent and Toddler 
sessions.  
Buckfast Abbey is 'branching' 
out with a series of sessions for 
grandparents and toddlers.  

Launching 12th March and then alternate Tuesdays 
during Term Time. 10:30am to 12pm £2.50 per child - 
Grandparents FREE! 'Oaks and Acorns' makes the most 
of the glorious setting and great facilities on offer at the 
Abbey and makes for a fun filled morning for the young 
and young at heart alike. With the hands on help of our 
experienced Education team, toddlers and grandparents 
will have the opportunity to get stuck into a wide variety 
of activities from getting their fingers green in the 
gardens, to exploring shape and colour through the 
windows and artwork on show in the Abbey Church. Each 
session involves storytelling, exploration, messy making 
and much more. A chance to have fun with your 
grandchild and also to meet other grandparents.  
Please book at: 
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/product/tickets/oaks-and-
acorns  

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The December draw took place last Thursday and are the 
lucky winners: 
1st Prize (£25)   No.  38 Mrs. Mary Coates 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.  40 Mr. J. McCully 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  31 Mrs. P. Beale 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 03 Mr. G. Hawkins 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

The Millennium Appeal, which the Abbey ran throughout 
last year, closed on 31st December.  Collections during 
the events and at other times raised about £25,000 
which is an admirable effort.  The monastery matched 
this amount and also is in the process of selling a piece 
of furniture which was given to the monks after it had 
been exhibited at the Great Exhibition.  Its current value 
is estimated at £100,000, so this amount was added to 
the Millenium Appeal and the five hospices in Devon 
have each received £30,000 

 
The March 
edition of the 
Diocesan 
Newspaper is 
now available in 
the churches.  
These are free 
copies.  Please 
help yourself 
and take copies 
for anyone who 
might like one. 

people of the world and the challenges they face. 
Jesus said ‘Come!’ 
But I was too busy. 
Jesus said ‘Come!’ 
But I was too sad. 
Jesus said ‘Come!’ 
There was  
something more pressing.  
I didn’t go. 
I kept saying ‘No!’ 

Jesus said ‘Come!’ 
And others – unloved, 
poor, vulnerable, lost, 
the forgotten, oppressed 
– said ‘Yes!’ 
Went instead. 
And were welcomed 
and blessed. 

 

The Catholic, Anglican and Methodist 
Churches of South Brent, Rattery and 
Diptford, joined together on Friday, 
March 1st, to pray with people from 
over 120 countries around the world. 
The theme was ‘come everything is 
ready’ and based on the parable in St 
Luke’s Gospel, chapter 14. The text 
was written by the women of Slovenia 
from different age groups, some who 
remember the times when the 
Christians were treated as second 
class citizens under the socialist-
communist state to those born after 
1991 and the freedoms 
independence brought. The service 
and music were much enjoyed by 40 
people (including two men) and we 
have sent £163.80 to the World day 
of prayer to help bring people 
together in future to pray for the  


