
 
  

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

10th March, 2019 1st Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.153 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ena Hartley; Ronald Hext; Albert Bond; Richard Northcott; Sheila Horak; John French; 
Robert Coates; Maureen Williams; Ruth Milton; Charlie Trude; George Garrett; John Murphy; 

Dom Gilbert Fennessy; Dame Agnes Hughes; Teresa Smith; Ann Ilbert; Stanhope Reeves; 
Gertrude Richards; John Alexander; Herman Maier OSB; Edith Newton; William Collinge; 

Daniel Scott Maddocks; Thomas Nicholl; Angela Bull; 
May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter Earl Newton 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – Saturday Lent 

 

Buckfastleigh 

Community Care’s 

Games Club 

The Singing Kettle in 
Buckfastleigh are kindly 
welcoming the Club in their 
cafe. Thursdays from 2 to 4 
pm throughout the winter.  
Draughts, dominos, 
backgammon, cribbage or 
games of your choice. Come 
to learn or teach others! 
 

For further information 
contact Letitia Woolacott 

Are you: Anxious about your marriage relationship? Alone or distant from your partner? Disillusioned or bored in your 
marriage? Without the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing coldness or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with 
your partner? Unable to see how to change your situation? Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/    

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £47.49 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £232.69 £48.08 

Second £12.80  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £35.00 £28.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £8.83 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.00 £42.59 

Added value through gift aid   £41.90 
 

School of the Annunciation 
Summer Courses held at 
Buckfast Abbey: 
8-11 August  
Discipleship and the Holy 
Spirit 
12-15 August  
Church History and the 
Fathers 
15-18 August  
Philosophy and Apologetics 
See posters for more details 

 

Please pray for the repose of 
the soul of 

 

John Walker 
 

who died on Friday 8th March. 
 

Johnnie, as he was known here, 
collapsed shortly after the 
Midday Ash Wednesday Mass 
at the Abbey. 
His funeral will be in the Abbey 
at a date yet to be arranged. 

CAFOD Family Fast Day: Friday 15th March 
 

 
 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day this Lent is an 
opportunity to support our brothers and sisters 
around the world. 
Drought, floods and storms are having a 
devastating impact on our global family.  Like 
Manihur from Bangladesh. She makes a living 
from fishing, but a drought last year killed all the 
fish, and she’s struggling to support her disabled 
husband and son. 
On Friday 15th March, can you eat a simple meal 
in solidarity and give what you save to help 
people like Manihur? 
Through CAFOD’s global Church network – one 
of the largets aid networks in the world – your 
support can reach to the ends of the earth. 
Please collect your Fast Day envelope from 
church this week and give whatever you can. 

 

 
 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of 
mercy, may your people offer 
endless thanks, and, by observing 
the age-old disciplines along their 
pilgrim journey, may they merit to 
come and behold you for ever.” 

 Stations of the Cross 
 The sorrowful mysteries of the 

rosary;  
 Benediction. 
Followed by light refreshments 
Please note the earlier starting 
time of  
5 p.m. on the next five Fridays. 

15th March Buckfastleigh 
22nd March Ashburton 
29th March South Brent 

5th April Buckfastleigh 
12th April Ashburton 

 



 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

More real travellers’ complaints: 
 "On my holiday to Goa in India, I was disgusted to find 

that almost every restaurant served curry. I don't like 
spicy food."  

 "We booked an excursion to a water park but no-one told 
us we had to bring our own swimsuits and towels. We 
assumed it would be included in the price"   

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The weather has not been so kind to us this week with heavy 
rain and a number of playtimes have had to be restricted to 
indoor play, known as "wet play" in school. This is a bit of a 
misnomer, if you think about it, as it is in fact the opposite and 
the intention is for everyone to stay dry. The heavy rain is 
followed, after a short delay, by a small river cascading past 
the Foundation Stage building which will fill your wellies if you 
are foolish enough to try to build an sandbag dam across it. 
Particularly if you only have a limited number of sandbags. 
There is also a knack, which has eluded me so far, in creating 
a watertight construction from these things. Anyway, trying to 
see the positive side of every situation, it occurred to me that 
these crystal clear waters have tumbled their way down from 
Dartmoor and they could be considered to be healthy by 
some. I thought there may be some merit in assembling a 
group of small children armed with empty but attractive 
bottles to catch said waters and market it as Buckfast mineral 
water. It was only when I was thinking of my marketing 
campaign that I realised that there may be some who would 
disapprove of using small children in this way, and, also, in 
their excitement, the children may stir up a little silt with their 
wellies and contaminate the product so I decided to abandon 
this particular fundraiser. 
Meanwhile, Shrove Tuesday, with its hot fat, small children 
and low flying pancakes, passed without incident. Burrator 
class were more than a little put out that there was insufficient 
cooker capacity for them to cook their own pancakes this 
year, but hopefully they will have been able to make some at 
home. Some members of staff were also able to join the 
Parish for the Mardi Gras celebrations which they thoroughly 
enjoyed although, unfortunately, someone had sold them the 
wrong colour raffle tickets, several times! Fortunately, a 
kindly parishioner took pity on them and shared their prizes 
with our disappointed staff. 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.     We seek each other  
Today’s Gospel reminds us that there is more to our life 
as married couples than we see. Our desire for each 
other has a deeper yearning – to be loved and accepted 
for who we are. In this season of Lent let us be led by the 
Spirit to resist the temptation to lead individual and 
separate lives within our marriages. 

Vocations Retreat at Buckfast Abbey 
22nd – 24th March, 2019 
 

‘Call on me, and I will show you great and wonderful 
things which you have not known’ (Jeremiah 33:3) 
 

For those considering whether they are called to be a 
priest or religious brother. 
4 p.m. Friday 22nd March until after lunch on Sunday 24th 
March. 
More details: Fr. Ralph Candy, Vocations Director, 
Diocese of Plymouth; 01803 557518 or 
vocation@prcdtr.org.uk  

Grandparent and Toddler 
sessions.  
Buckfast Abbey is 'branching' 
out with a series of sessions for 
grandparents and toddlers.  

Launching 12th March and then alternate Tuesdays 
during Term Time. 10:30am to 12pm £2.50 per child - 
Grandparents FREE! 'Oaks and Acorns' makes the most 
of the glorious setting and great facilities on offer at the 
Abbey and makes for a fun filled morning for the young 
and young at heart alike. With the hands on help of our 
experienced Education team, toddlers and grandparents 
will have the opportunity to get stuck into a wide variety 
of activities from getting their fingers green in the 
gardens, to exploring shape and colour through the 
windows and artwork on show in the Abbey Church. Each 
session involves storytelling, exploration, messy making 
and much more. A chance to have fun with your 
grandchild and also to meet other grandparents.  
Please book at: 
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/product/tickets/oaks-and-
acorns  

 

Thanks to Mark and all the staff at the Grange, and all who 
helped to make the Mardi Gras party last Tuesday so 
enjoyable.  And to Mary, Annette and Patricia for organising 
the draw in aid of CAFOD, which raised a fantastic £287!  
Thanks to everyone for their generosity! 

                          

 

On Friday 1st March the Congregation at St. Benedict’s 
in Buckfastleigh were pleased to host the ecumenical 
World Day of Prayer.  It was well attended and thoughts 
and prayers were focussed on the underprivileged. 
People of Slovenia had prepared a booklet for the 
service and a table of ‘welcome’ was set in their 
traditional style. 
Fr. Gabriel gave the blessing and a collection was taken 
which raised £87. 
The service was followed by afternoon tea with cakes 
and pastries prepared in the customary Slovenian way. 

 


