
 
  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th March, 2019 2nd Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.156 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Urban Bernard OSB; Richard Caunter; Saturnina Barber; Reginald Simpson; Beatrice May; 
Amy Vasey; Mary Hewett; Henri Lecourt-Lory; John Farrell; Doris McKinlay; Mary Wallace; 

Mary Vaughan; Emilie Post; Violet Lloyd-Still; Br. Hilarion Mohn; Archbishop Francis 
Grimshaw; Aelred Hewett OSB; Elizabeth Daley; Ann Hood; Betty Gable;  Maude Stafford; 

Clare Furnieux; Agnes Hodgson; Christine Sampson; May Grout; Mary Anne Daw; 
May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Frank Power  

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Lent 
Tuesday St. Joseph 

Wednesday Lent 
Thursday St. Benedict 

Friday Lent 
Saturday Lent 

 

Buckfastleigh Community Care’s Games Club 

The Singing Kettle in Buckfastleigh are kindly 
welcoming the Club in their cafe. Thursdays from 2 to 4 
pm throughout the winter.  Draughts, dominos, 
backgammon, cribbage or games of your choice. Come 
to learn or teach others! 
 

For further information contact Letitia Woolacott 01364 
643993 

Are you: Anxious about your marriage relationship? Alone or 
distant from your partner? Disillusioned or bored in your 
marriage? Without the time or desire to communicate? 
Experiencing coldness or conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry 
with your partner? Unable to see how to change your 
situation?  
Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/    

School of the Annunciation Summer Courses 
held at Buckfast Abbey: 
8-11 August  Discipleship and the Holy Spirit 
12-15 August  Church History and the Fathers 
15-18 August Philosophy and Apologetics 
See posters for more details 

 

Please pray for the 
repose of the soul of 

 

John Walker 

 
 

who died on Friday 8th 
March. 

John’s funeral will take 
place in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel at 

the Abbey at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday 30th March 

 

CAFOD Family Fast Day: Friday 15th March 
 

 
 

 

 
 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of 
mercy, may your people offer 
endless thanks, and, by observing 
the age-old disciplines along their 
pilgrim journey, may they merit to 
come and behold you for ever.” 

 Stations of the Cross 
 The sorrowful mysteries of the 

rosary;  
 Benediction. 
Followed by light refreshments 
Beginning at 5 p.m. on Fridays: 

22nd March Ashburton 
29th March South Brent 

5th April Buckfastleigh 
12th April Ashburton 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £63.92 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £234.74 £53.08 

Second £10.25  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £22.80 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £25.10 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.50 £46.50 

Added value through gift aid   £44.63 
 

There is a second collection 
this weekend for the 
proceeds of your fast day on 
Friday.  Please be generous 
to those for whom every day 
is a fast day. 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE UK   SATURDAY 11TH MAY, LONDON 
The day will start at 9.30am-1.30pm with an indoor festival called LifeFest19 which takes place in the Connaught Rooms, 
Covent Garden. This will comprise of workshops, children’s activities, education stalls, speakers and prayer. Everyone 
will then leave together to process across the city for keynote speeches outside in the afternoon. For more information, 
please visit:  http://www.marchforlife.co.uk  



 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

More real travellers’ complaints: 
 "The beach was too sandy. We had to clean everything 

when we returned to our room."  
 "We found the sand was not like the sand in the 

brochure. Your brochure shows the sand as white but it 
was more yellow." 

 "No-one told us there would be fish in the water. The 
children were scared." 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

You may already know that our Year 6 children have the opportunity to 
work towards the Torbay Civic Award which is presented at a prestigious 
ceremony at the end of the year. To achieve the award the children have 
to provide proof in five areas:- 
• Active Citizenship in their school community  
• Active Citizenship in their local communities  
• An ‘active hobby’ and a ‘non-active hobby’  
• Residential experience and adventure training  
• Adoption of a cause or charity which they feel strongly about 
This will be the third year that our children have taken part in the 
scheme. 
As this is not an overnight process, the children are starting to put the 
effort in now. As a result, last week one of our children organised a break 
time tuck shop to raise awareness of Fairtrade, another child has 
organised a weekly book club and a third child started raising funds last 
year to help protect an endangered species, the pangolin. Obviously, we 
adults help where we can, for example, ordering the tasty goodies for the 
tuck shop (and, obviously, helping to eat them), sitting in to supervise the 
book club (really hard work, sitting in the library eating lunch whilst the 
girls listen to a story being read or chat quietly together about books) and 
actually finding out what a pangolin is, making donations whenever 
possible. Compared to other things which need adult support, for 
example, knitting club (all those dropped stitches) or Pokemon Club (what 
the heck is a grufflepuff and how could it possible beat a grooblydo?), this 
is a breeze and I look forward to helping the children again on their way 
to a well-earned regional award. 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.   A real presence through listening 
Jesus was transfigured and was in communion with His 
Father, and His companions were overwhelmed, hearing 
the Father’s voice. We can hear the voice of Jesus now – 
but can we listen to Him? Let’s start by listening to each 
other, not just ears, but eyes, hearts, our whole being, 
becoming really present to each other, ‘a real presence’, 
every day.  

VACANCY 
 
The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to 
appoint the following position. 
Diocesan Schools’ Commissioner 
Location:  St. Boniface House, Ashburton,  

Devon TQ13 7JL 
Salary:  £60,000 per annum plus car 
allowance, mobile phone allowance and 
pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
 Hours:  35 hours per week 
The primary role of the Diocesan Schools’ 
Commissioner is to promote the Bishop’s 
vision for education, which is based on the 
core values of Catholic social teaching.  The 
aim is to ensure that the pupils in our 
schools grow in their knowledge and love of 
Christ. 
See the poster in the Abbey porch for more 
details 
A copy of the job description and person 
specification are obtainable from the Human 
Resources Department – email 
recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  Applications 
are by application form and covering letter 
and the last date for applications is Monday 
1 April 2019.  Interviews will be held on 
Thursday 25 April 2019. 

Sister Samia Jriej lives in Homs, a Syrian city that has been devastated by eight years of war. Sister Mari Graciana works 
in a hill region of Peru, where her congregation received special permission from the pope to celebrate the sacraments of 
baptism and marriage. Sister Cecilia is from Rwanda, a country that 20 years ago witnessed a genocidal war which led to 
the deaths of over a million people.  These and many others are, according to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), 
“extraordinary women.” 
The latest numbers from the Church’s statistical yearbook says there are over 650,000 religious sisters who dedicate their 
lives to prayer and service to those most in need. 
“At the beginning of my vocation, I wanted to be a sister and have a spiritual life,” Jriej says in a video promoting a campaign 
of prayer and fundraising for religious sisters launched by ACN. “War has put me through a tough test. Prayer is the most 
important part of our day because we take care of our people and this represents God’s love on earth.” 
The campaign - running during Lent and Easter - aims to illustrate how, from Kazakhstan to Peru, from Syria to Rwanda, 
religious life is the “beating heart of the Church,” having an impact on countless lives around the world. These are 
“extraordinary women who embrace the Gospel and the call to go and proclaim the Good News to all creation.” 
In her video, Jriej speaks of the devastation that surrounds Homs, and the hope they harbor to rebuild it. She’s the director 
of Le Sevene, a school for mentally handicapped children; and she also teaches catechesis to the children, something that 
was never interrupted, even during the worse part of the war. 
Catechesis, prayer and moments of play “help the children adapt, and also forget,” because many of them have seen 
terrible things, a member of the Sacred Heart congregation said. The fact that they keep coming, “gives me hope,” because 
it shows that despite it all, the Catholic Church is still present in Syria, “it’s alive despite the war.” 
“Religious sisters are the heroines of the Church. They show us a way to holiness and set an example for a happy and 
meaningful life,” said Dr. Thomas Heine-Geldern, executive president of ACN. “What would the Church and society be 
without religious sisters?” he asked. “This is true in many countries: When the government breaks down and all 
organizations leave because of the tense security situation - the religious sisters are the ones who stay.” 
Religious sisters run kindergartens, orphanages, schools, medical facilities and parishes in war zones, in remote mountain 
areas in Latin America and continue being what Pope Francis called “the praying heart of the Church” by living in cloisters 
throughout the world.  “Our vocation is the perpetual adoration of God through prayer and work, which we do 
conscientiously, because we believe that small things lead to big ones.Though we may seem to be invisible to the world, 
we pray for all people every day and ask God for His blessings,” she says. “This is our vocation.” 


