
 
  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

24th March, 2019 3nd Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.160 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dulcibell Russell; Stanley Allen; Edward Goddard; Dame Bede Wilson OSB; 
Isabel Andrews; Mabel Gardener; Rose Taylor; Arthur Baker; Alfreda Howe; 
Kathleen Furlong; Sr. Mary Kelly; Olive Michelmore; Walter Green; Audrey 

Harrison; Nanine Herring-Mason; Mary McElroy; Theresa Murray; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Frank Power  

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Annunciation of 

the Lord 
Tuesday - 
Saturday 

Lent 

 

 
 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of 
mercy, may your people offer 
endless thanks, and, by observing 
the age-old disciplines along their 
pilgrim journey, may they merit to 
come and behold you for ever.” 

 Stations of the Cross 
 The sorrowful mysteries of the 

rosary;  
 Benediction. 
Followed by light refreshments 
Beginning at 5 p.m. on Fridays: 

29th March South Brent 
5th April Buckfastleigh 

12th April Ashburton 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £92.98 £10.00 £99.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £183.44 £53.08 £140.10 £179.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £17.27 £40.00 £9.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.20 £23.92 £42.00 £60.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.00 £52.00 £75.64 £560.00 

   £44.75   £207.25 
So that’s a magnificent total, including gift aid, of £1,401.99 given by you to CAFOD following the Lent 
Fast Day.  Thank you so much! 

Christine Allen, the new Director of CAFOD, has sent an email about the 
disastrous aftermath of Cyclone Idai on south east Africa: “It is with great sadness 
that in my first correspondence with you as the new director of CAFOD, I find it 
necessary to write to you about the emergency in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
Malawi caused by Cyclone Idai. The more we see and hear of the destruction 
caused, the more shocking the impact on the lives of everyone involved. Vital 
humanitarian aid is needed for the millions of people made homeless and our 
priority is to reach the most vulnerable with food and clean water, basic shelter 
and hygiene kits. 
The scale of the crisis is such that the Disaster Emergency Committee, of which 
CAFOD is a member, has launched a full-scale humanitarian appeal. You can 
read more about our Cyclone Idai Appeal at www.cafod.org.uk where you can 
also donate to the appeal if you wish to. 

My thanks to everyone who has 
sent me messages of support 
since my appointment as 
Administrator of the Abbey.  It is 
a privilege and a delight to serve 
in this way.   
I pray to Our Lady of Buckfast 
and St. Benedict that the 
monastic community and 
everyone who works, worships 
or visits here will grow ever 
stronger in the knowledge and 
love of God and our neighbour. 

 

Fr. Francis 

Next weekend we will have one of our second collections in aid of the Parish Syria 
Appeal 

Plymouth Diocese  
Catholic Children’s Society 

Here’s a message from Mary 
Shepherd about a possible 
fundraising event for the work of the 
Children’s Society: 
“I would like to run a quiz in aid of the 
Catholic Children’s Society as part of 
their Big Quiz Campaign fundraiser in 
May and I would be very grateful for 
volunteers to help me with this.   I 
need someone in each part of the 
parish to help sell tickets and also to 
help on the night.  If you feel able to 
help please contact me on 
01364649194.  Thank you” 

 

You may have heard that the monks are 
hoping to build a Care Village on the 
land vacated by Buckfast Spinning 
Company. 
 

You are invited to attend a drop-in 
meeting to view the preliminary plans 
and discuss any aspect of the proposal. 
 

Old Mill Canteen, 
(entrance adjacent to Southpark Village Hall) 

Lower Mills, Buckfast Road, 
Buckfastleigh TQ11 0ED 

 
Tuesday 26th March 2019 

2p.m. – 8 p.m. 



 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

More real travellers’ complaints: 
"We went on holiday to Spain and had a problem with the taxi drivers as they were all Spanish."  
"The roads were uneven and bumpy, so we could not read the local guide book during the bus ride to the resort. Because 
of this, we were unaware of many things that would have made our holiday more fun."  
"It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England. It took the Americans only three hours to get home. This seems 
unfair." 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

We have had eight new arrivals in school this week - Meldon class are the 
proud carers of eight newly hatched chicks. Indeed they are so newly 
hatched that they arrived at the start of the week as eggs! They have been 
residing in one of the downstairs rooms in the Foundation Stage unit, 
which is fortunate as they are very noisy little things, and have had a 
steady stream of excited visitors from all the classes since they made an 
appearance on Thursday morning. It is the first time since I have been at 
St Mary's that we have had live animals in our care for more than an hour 
or so. There is often talk of a school pet, the current favourite is for the 
school to have a reading dog. From a learning and often therapeutic point 
of view, there are a lot of positive points to be made but from a health and 
safety point of view it is a mountain of (chewed?) paperwork. Plus what 
do you do if the dog doesn't like reading books but prefers to shred them. 
However, nothing beats the real life experience that these chicks will bring 
to the children's learning, although they are with us for just one more week 
before they will return to the farmer from whom they came. Miss Haworth, 
the class teacher, has taken them home for the weekend - it would have 
been a long and very squawky journey as when they left they were 
objecting to being removed from the comfort of the hot lamp. Hopefully 
they sleep through the night, in spite of their age, and Miss Haworth will 
be none the worse for wear on Monday morning. 
In a couple of weeks, we are going for something a little larger when we 
will be visited by a couple of Shetland ponies but only for an hour or two. 
I think the excitement levels will be off the scale that day! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental 
marital love in the light of the Sunday readings.   
What’s in a name? 
Yahweh means `I am who I am’. Names bring to mind the 
person, and what they mean to you. Our God – Three Persons, 
created me, loves me, redeemed me, makes me holy, and is 
compassionate, merciful and forgiving. Just as MY Jack, MY Jill 
has shown me the same love, we have tried to show it to our 
children.  

MARCH FOR LIFE UK   SATURDAY 11TH 
MAY, LONDON 
The day will start at 9.30am-1.30pm with an indoor 
festival called LifeFest19 which takes place in the 
Connaught Rooms, Covent Garden. This will comprise 
of workshops, children’s activities, education stalls, 
speakers and prayer. Everyone will then leave together 
to process across the city for keynote speeches outside 
in the afternoon. http://www.marchforlife.co.uk  

Parish Syria Appeal 
Aid to the Church in Need 

Friday 15th March marked the eighth 
anniversary of the beginning of the war in 
Syria. 
The war in Syria has unleashed the greatest 
humanitarian catastrophe since the Second 
World War, with some 12 million refugees and 
internally displaced. 
Christians in Syria now represent just 3% of 
the population, whereas before the war they 
were 10%. In addition to all the consequences 
of the hostilities and the economic embargo, 
they have also suffered religious persecution 
at the hands of the jihadist groups involved in 
the conflict. 
During the eight years of war, more than 1,700 
Christians were murdered and over 600 
abducted. At the same time 1,309 Christian 
churches and other Church properties were 
destroyed and thousands Christian houses 
and homes damaged or destroyed. 
The 13 main emergency aid projects funded 
during these eight years of war include the 
following: direct emergency aid for the most 
basic necessities; food parcels, financial 
support for students, medical aid, support with 
rent, heating, electricity, gas and water; milk 
and nappies for babies and small children, 
essential medicines, Christmas gifts for the 
children, warm clothing, educational materials 
and vocational counselling. 
The project “a drop of milk” for children under 
10 years, accounted for 15% of the total 
emergency aid given, 
Pope Francis has never ceased to denounce 
the injustice of the war in Syria over the past 
eight years and has continued to draw 
attention to the suffering of the Christians. “Let 
us pray and let us help the Christians to 
remain in Syria and the Middle East as 
witnesses to mercy, pardon and 
reconciliation”, he has stated. “May the 
prayers of the Church help them to experience 
the closeness of the faithful God and touch 
every human conscience to seek a sincere 
compromise for the sake of peace. And may 
God our Lord pardon those who are waging 
war, those who manufacture arms to destroy 
one another, and may he convert their hearts. 
Let us pray for peace in our beloved Syria”, he 
concluded. 

Plymouth Diocese is seeking to appoint 
a Parish Youth Worker in Poole, 
Dorset. 
Salary £23-£26,000 per annum; 35 
hours per week. 
Are you passionate about helping 
young people to know Jesus, grow in 
Him, and take a full and active part in 
the Catholic parishes of Poole? Do you 
have a gift for working with young 
people and helping their faith develop? 
Do you have experience of working 
with young people both churched and 
unchurched? 
See poster in the Abbey for details. 
Copies of the job description, person 
specification and application form are 
obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 
01364 645383 or by emailing 
recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk .  The last 
date for the receipt of applications will 
be 14 April 2019 and interviews will be 
held week commencing 29 April at St 
Edwards School, Poole 

Housing Justice Lent Appeal 
At Housing Justice, we know 
that for many people their story 
of homelessness is also a story 
of brokenness.  Brokenness 
that comes from adverse 
childhood experiences, broken 
relationships, broken 
resilience and a broken sense 
of hope for the future. 
We support churches and local 
communities to provide 
practical support through 
projects like Winter Night 
Shelters, providing hospitality, 
safety, compassion and 
support. 
We work to help restore hope 
through practical support, so 
that homeless people can walk 
out of homelessness into a 
home of their own. 
www.housingjustice.org.uk  


