
 
  

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

31st March, 2019 4th Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer II Readings p.168 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mgr. Canon Hall; Desmond Mutton; Brian Straw; Br. Thomas Smith; Br Meinrad Vornweg; 
Ada Grute; Naomi Sourbut; Margaret Murray; Frances Compton; Beatrice Andoe; Dom 

Francis McCarthy; Dom Aidan Conlon; Beryl Baker; Marie Gordon; Harry Hunt; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Frank Power  

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings.     
The need for gratitude and trust 
The Gospel illustrates the Father’s amazing forgiveness but 
the elder brother reacts angrily and is resentful and self-
righteous. At times when we feel hurt and resentful and life 
seems unfair, and tensions rise, we can blame each other. 
Jesus’ message is to trust in our husband/wife, to look for their 
loving ways and to ask forgiveness for our own faults. 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – Saturday Lent 

 

 
 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of 
mercy, may your people offer 
endless thanks, and, by observing 
the age-old disciplines along their 
pilgrim journey, may they merit to 
come and behold you for ever.” 

 Stations of the Cross 
 The sorrowful mysteries of the 

rosary;  
 Benediction. 
Followed by light refreshments 
Beginning at 5 p.m. on Fridays: 

5th April Buckfastleigh 
12th April Ashburton 

 

This weekend we will have 
one of our second 
collections in aid of the 
Parish Syria Appeal 

Plymouth Diocese  
Catholic Children’s Society 

Here’s a message from Mary Shepherd about a 
possible fundraising event for the work of the 
Children’s Society: 
“I would like to run a quiz in aid of the Catholic 
Children’s Society as part of their Big Quiz 
Campaign fundraiser in May and I would be very 
grateful for volunteers to help me with this.   I need 
someone in each part of the parish to help sell 
tickets and also to help on the night.  If you feel 
able to help please contact me on 01364649194.  
Thank you” 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £45.72 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £258.53 £43.08 

Second £9.41  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £30.50 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.10 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £10.26 £28.10 

Added value through gift aid   £37.53 
 

Applications are now being 
taken for places at the 

Plymouth Diocese 
Catechetical Summer Camps, 

to be held at Grangehurst, 
Buckfast Abbey. Camp details 
and application forms can be 

obtained from your parish 
priest or on-line from the 

camp website : 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 
Prompt applications are 
advisable. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The March draw took place last Thursday and these are the lucky 
winners: 

1st Prize (£25)   No.  105 Name withheld 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.    45 Name withheld 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  109 Name withheld 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No.   18 Mrs. P. Hedges 
Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please 
contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

 

 

Junior Camp (Years 3 – 6)  28th July - 2nd August 

Senior Camp (Years 7 – 10)  4th August - 9th August 

St Petroc's Camp (Years 11-12)  4th August - 9th August 



 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

More real travellers’ complaints: 
 "I compared the size of our one-bedroom suite to our friends' three-bedroom and ours was significantly smaller." 
 "The brochure stated: 'No hairdressers at the resort'. We're trainee hairdressers and we think they knew and 

made us wait longer for service." 
 "There were too many Spanish people there. The receptionist spoke Spanish, the food was Spanish. No one 

told us that there would be so many foreigners." 
 "We had to line up outside to catch the boat and there was no air-conditioning." 
 "It is your duty as a tour operator to advise us of noisy or unruly guests before we travel." 

 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
I know I am always saying how busy it is in school but every so often even I am surprised at the many and varied things 
that happen. Take last week for instance… 
On Monday, we started the day with our toddler group in the hall. Later on, Meldon class went to the Abbey Education 
Department to enjoy some Easter activities with Alison and her team, Fernworthy and Burrator had gym sessions with a 
coach from Premier Sport and, at the end of the day, staff did a refresher course with a trainer from Forest and Beach 
about fire lighting so that we can continue to use our woodland area to the full. 
On Tuesday, our School Improvement Partner from Babcock LDP came to provide training for some of our governors 
on how to interpret the pupil data to help them monitor the progress and standards in the school. She also spent the 
morning working with the maths co-ordinator, Miss Blackhall, assessing, monitoring and observing so that the school 
can continue to enhance maths teaching and learning. On Tuesday afternoons, we also have a specialist PE Coach 
from Saints SW in school who provides focussed PE support in the school. Venford also had a learning afternoon when 
parents came and witnessed for themselves just how much the children have learnt in their “It’s f-f-freezing” topic. A lot 
of penguin and Captain Scott facts were shared! 
On Wednesday, the Educational Psychologist was in school assessing the additional support a child could use to have 
better access to the learning available in school. Hopefully this will help the school secure additional funding to help the 
child. We also had an Occupational Therapist visit Meldon to adjust a new specialist chair for one of our children to use. 
Oh, and also on Wednesday, Venford went to Plymouth Aquarium for the day. 
During the week we had School Council elections to add some new children to the team and then, on Thursday, a lady 
from the Town Council met with the whole School Council to discuss activities that they might be interested in joining in 
with during the holidays. 
Friday, ah Friday …. A lady turned up to talk to Burrator class about a new scout group that is starting in Buckfastleigh 
in the near future. Later, the PE coach had an assembly with all the girls to promote the launch of all-girl training sessions. 
Meanwhile the chicks turned up in my office to await collection by the farmer and somehow, in the midst of all this, Miss 
Slack and two governors, assisted by Mrs Hutchinson, successfully interviewed three great candidates for a post in our 
Foundation Stage.  Of course, these are just the extras: the full school teaching schedule took place as well. So, I think 
it is fair to say, when I say busy, I do mean busy!! 

Plymouth Diocese is seeking to appoint a Parish Youth Worker in Poole, Dorset. 
Salary £23-£26,000 per annum; 35 hours per week. 
Are you passionate about helping young people to know Jesus, grow in Him, and take a full and active part in the Catholic 
parishes of Poole? Do you have a gift for working with young people and helping their faith develop? Do you have 
experience of working with young people both churched and unchurched? 
See poster in the Abbey for details. Copies of the job description, person specification and application form are 
obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 01364 645383 or by emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk .  The last date for the 
receipt of applications will be 14 April 2019 and interviews will be held week commencing 29 April at St Edwards School, 
Poole 

Pope Francis hits the road this weekend for an overnight trip to Morocco, where he will once again have the opportunity 
to shine a light on issues close to his heart such as interreligious dialogue, immigration and a church that not only 
occasionally goes to the peripheries, but that has its center in them. 
With an estimated 99 percent of Morocco’s population being Muslim, the local Catholic Church is small, numbering just 
around 40,000 faithful, a majority of whom are immigrants from sub-Saharan Africa either working or studying in the 
country.  “Pope Francis has insisted that the Church today has to be one that goes out towards the peripheries,” said 
Brother Manuel Corullon, a Spanish Franciscan who’s been in Morocco since 2001 and serves as head of the 
Franciscan Custody there. 
Francis will be in Morocco’s capital Rabat for just 27 hours, but he has a packed schedule. Among other things, he’ll 
meet with local authorities; visit a center for the training of Imams; meet with immigrants at the diocesan Caritas center; 
go to a rural center for social services; meet with local priests and religious communities as well as the ecumenical 
Council of Churches, and say Mass for some 10,000 people. Corullon is the man in charge of the liturgy for that final 
papal event. He believes an important moment of the trip will come when the pope and King Mohammed VI visit the 
Mausoleum of King Mohammed V, something many in the country reportedly are awaiting. 
“This moment of encounter will be fundamental for the society, as they’re waiting to see the pope and the king embrace, 
as an example that dialogue between Catholics and Muslims is not only important but also possible,” Corullon said. 
www.cruxnow.com  
 


