
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

7th April, 2019 5th Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.176 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Jane Simpson; Mother Joseph Magdalen; Thomas Dowling; Jane Parsons; Sydney Goulding; Jane 
Young; Stanley Hird; Clare Hodge; Mary Le Hunte Ward; Angela Carey; Dorothea Marriott; 
Norma Small; Mary Moll; Pamela Daly; Ada Sass; Elizabeth Long; Alan Hitchcock; Jules 

Donn; Gertrude Donald; Mary Nicholls; Hilda Hull; Anna Kermigle; 
 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Frank Power  

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone 
line for 
prayer: 

call 
01364 
72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings.      
The Let joy fill our hearts 
Today is the first day of the rest of our lives! It is vital that we don’t carry past 
hurts with us, and are able to forgive and move on. We need to look at our faults 
and failings and seek forgiveness of each other first. This gives life and hope for 
our relationship. Let us strive for perfection – together. 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – Saturday Lent 

 

 
 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of 
mercy, may your people offer 
endless thanks, and, by observing 
the age-old disciplines along their 
pilgrim journey, may they merit to 
come and behold you for ever.” 

 Stations of the Cross 
 The sorrowful mysteries of the 

rosary;  
 Benediction. 
Followed by light refreshments 
Beginning at 5 p.m. on Fridays: 

12th April Ashburton 

 

Plymouth Diocese Catholic Children’s Society 
Here’s a message from Mary Shepherd about a possible fundraising event for the 
work of the Children’s Society: 
“I would like to run a quiz in aid of the Catholic Children’s Society as part of their 
Big Quiz Campaign fundraiser in May and I would be very grateful for volunteers 
to help me with this.   I need someone in each part of the parish to help sell tickets 
and also to help on the night.  If you feel able to help please contact me on 
01364649194.  Thank you” 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £64.35 £10.00 £68.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £281.41 £48.08 £82.06 £394.50 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.80 £30.00 £24.25 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.80 £38.92 £7.47 £27.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £56.30 £38.00 £56.50 £15.00 

   £41.25   £115.38 
Thank you, once again, for your donations to the Parish Syria Appeal which, with gift aid, 
came to £815.16. 

From Monday 8th April the Mass 
which has been celebrated at 8 
a.m. in the Abbey from Monday to 
Friday will be moved to 9 a.m. 
Compline, the monks’ night prayer, 
will be celebrated at 8 p.m. instead 
of 8.15 p.m. 

CAFOD Climate Change Petition 
Climate change affects our health, our homes, our heritage and our beautiful 
landscapes. It ruins the work we do to fight poverty and lead better lives.  
We know that to avoid the worst effects of climate change, we must limit global 
temperature rise to 1.5C. Going above 1.5C warming could multiply hunger, 
migration and conflict. 
To stand the best chance of avoiding this, we need the UK to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to ‘net zero’ by 2045. This will mean Britain no longer contributes to 
climate change. Things are urgent – take action and sign the petition today. 
Go to https://e-activist.com/page/36329/petition/1  

This weekend there will be a 
second collection to buy flowers 

for Easter. 
 

  

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast Abbey. For the third 
year running, a weekend of prayer and inspiration to help equip you for mission. 
Main features include:- a day of growth in discipleship led by Anthony Gielty, a 
night vigil of prayer welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of 
food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation available at additional cost). 
Booking forms and more detail available online at www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-
son or contact St. Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 

 

We 
now 

begin 
Passiontide 



 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

Seth, the children's liturgy teacher, lined up the 
children in his class so they could recite the 
Apostles’ Creed which they had been memorizing 
the past few weeks. 
 "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth," Randy began. "And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord," Megan said next. 
"Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary," said Nic. "Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, was buried," said Julia. 
"He descended into hell," said Kelli. "The third day 
he rose again from the dead," said Chrissy. "He 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty," said Joe. "From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead," said Bethany. Then followed a long silence. 
Finally, Dan spoke up and said, "The boy who 
believes in the Holy Ghost isn't here today." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
We ended the term with the sartorial flourish which is the Annual Easter Bonnet Parade. As in previous years, the 
bonnets were judged and a winner from each class presented with an Easter Egg as a prize. However, in order to be a 
little kinder to the judges, Coach Ben from Saints SW and Mel, our school counsellor, the hats were not judged in situ 
this year, that is, the children were not wearing them at the time. This reduced the pressure of "big puppy dog eyes" 
syndrome influencing the judging and meant the children could relax a little more during the parade in the end of term 
assembly. Obviously, it was still a very difficult decision with copious amounts of pom-poms, foam stickers, wiggly 
shredded paper and small chicks (plastic, not the ones hatched by Meldon class recently) having been pressed into 
service to attract the eye of the judges, but one that had to be made. 
Elsewhere during the week, other diverse cultural experiences were in evidence with the visit of professional musicians, 
Divertimenti, who led workshops with our older children. Some of the most unlikely candidates sat absolutely enraptured 
as the musicians explained about their instruments and music. Some children have been inspired to practise a little 
harder on their own instruments in order to be able to bring enjoyment to others through their playing. We are really 
grateful to June Cocks for liaising with the group in order for the workshops to come to fruition. Also, maybe a little from 
the sublime to the ridiculous, we were visited during the week by some Shetland ponies (I apologise, but I always think 
"Thelwell") and, again, the most surprising children were enthralled by the experience. I feel music and equine therapy 
may be on the cards following these sessions. Not surprisingly in the wake of these visits, the therapeutic benefits of a 
school dog have once again been raised. I'm thinking I may have to get something very unintrusive like a school goldfish 
to fill the role of school pet before these conversations gather too much pace..... 

Plymouth Diocese is seeking to appoint a Parish Youth Worker in Poole, Dorset. 
Salary £23-£26,000 per annum; 35 hours per week. 
See poster in the Abbey for details. Copies of the job description, person specification and application form are 
obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 01364 645383 or by emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk .  The last date for the 
receipt of applications will be 14 April 2019 and interviews will be held week commencing 29 April at St Edwards School, 
Poole 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps, to be 
held at Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey. Camp details and 
application forms can be obtained from your parish priest 

or on-line from the camp website : 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 

Prompt applications are advisable. 
Junior Camp (Years 3 – 6)  28th July - 2nd August 
Senior Camp (Years 7 – 10)  4th August - 9th August 
St Petroc's Camp (Yrs 11-12)  4th August - 9th August 

Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne for young Adults 
(20s and 30s) 

from Wednesday 24th April to Sunday 28th April 2019 
A time to walk along part of St.Cuthbert's way, reflect and 
pray with other young adults and spend time on the 
beautiful island of Lindisfarne. Accomodation is in a basic 
bunkhouse near St Cuthbert's cave. 
Cost - £85 to cover food and accommodation 
For more information email lynnefcj@hotmail.com or find 
us on facebook (FCJ Young Adult Network) 

 

A 'Mothers Prayers' group will begin after Easter, with 
its first meeting on 24th April and each Wednesday 
after that. 
7.30 p.m. in Ashburton Parish Rooms 
All mothers welcome. 
 

Mothers Prayers is an international movement which 
was formed to help those mothers who wished to pray 
together for their children and grandchildren and to 
find the support they needed. 
More information: 
http://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/ 
 
Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, 
Ireland, 03rd July 2019 from Bristol.  £649.00 pp 
sharing.  Price includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, 
transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with FULL 
BOARD.  All entertainment/ day trips and guided 
tours included. Single room supp £100. Contact 
Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
emailknockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  Knock 
Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust 
Association and is fully protected by ATOL T7613.  
 
From Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation following the Synod 
on the Young, published on 25th March, 2019 
The Exhortation is entitled “Christ is Alive” 
 

“67. Anyone called to be a parent, pastor or guide to young 
people must have the farsightedness to appreciate the little 
flame that continues to burn, the fragile reed that is shaken but 
not broken (cf. Is 42:3). The ability to discern pathways where 
others only see walls, to recognize potential where others see 
only peril. That is how God the Father see things; he knows 
how to cherish and nurture the seeds of goodness sown in the 
hearts of the young. Each young person’s heart should thus be 
considered “holy ground”, a bearer of seeds of divine life, 
before which we must “take off our shoes” in order to draw near 
and enter more deeply into the Mystery.” 
 
The full text is available online by googling Christus Vivit 


