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14th April, 2019 Palm Sunday Readings p.184/190 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Roberta Cumming; Francis Hext; Dom Joseph Buguet; June Tarasiuk; Sheila O’Sullivan; Maud 
Emmett; Vida Morris; Dom Dunstan Goetz; Edward Causton; Alan Thiede; Henry O’Brien; 
Fredrick Northcote; Dom Celestine Byrne; Louise Mann; Grace Gillespie; Margaret Cousins; 

 

May they rest in peace “Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Frank Power  

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone 
line for 
prayer: 

call 
01364 
72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings.      
The Kingdom of God is a lifestyle choice 
Today’s readings are deeply moving, calling us to what? Can we stand up for our marriages; make lifestyle choices, 
putting our marriage first? Joseph of Arimathea stood up for what he believed in, when others had run away. He lived in 
‘hope of seeing the Kingdom of God’. This kingdom is among us; let us choose it today – for us. 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Holy Week 
Tuesday Holy Week 

Wednesday Holy Week 
Thursday Maundy Thursday 

Friday Good Friday 
Saturday Holy Saturday 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £61.42 £15.00 £33.91 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £335.58 £43.08 £78.73 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £39.60 £30.00 £0.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.16 £23.92 £0.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £21.63 £43.00 £0.00 £0.00 

   £38.75   £0.00 
Thank you for the second collection for Easter Flowers: Fr. Francis caused confusion 
with his notice in last week’s newsletter; he meant to state that the collection for Easter 
Flowers would be this weekend.  So there will be an opportunity for those in 
Buckfastleigh, Ashburton and South Brent to give to this cause this weekend. 

 

Bishop Mark will celebrate the 
Chrism Mass in the Cathedral this 
Wednesday at 12 noon.  This is a 
beautiful liturgy at which the 
priests renew the promises they 
made at their ordination and the 
Bishop blesses the holy oils to be 
used in the coming year 
throughout the diocese when the 
sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, holy orders and the 
anointing of the sick are 
celebrated.   

 
It is a special moment in the life of 
each diocese and all are warmly 
invited to take part. After the Mass, 
everyone present will receive 
some food to sustain them. Fr. 
Francis is happy to take up to four 
parishioners with him, particularly 
if they do not have their own 
transport.   Please contact him as 
soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment. 

Services for the Paschal Triduum  
The following liturgies will take place in the Abbey church: 

Maundy Thursday at 6 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Celebrating the Lord’s gift of the Holy Eucharist. This Mass ends with a 
procession taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose.  From then until 
Midnight the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open for adoration.  The Church 
encourages all the faithful to spend some time in silent prayer with the Lord during 
this evening. 
During this Mass we have the beautiful ceremony of the washing of the feet.  The 
Holy See’s guidance on who should take part is: “people young and old, healthy 
and sick, clerics, consecrated men and women and laity.”  If you would like to 
take part in this ceremony, please contact Fr. Francis parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Good Friday at 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
We mark by this liturgy the moment when our Lord Jesus died to save us. 
 
 

Holy Saturday at 9 p.m. The Easter Vigil 
With a celebration of the Light of the World and the history of salvation, we come 
together to that moment of rejoicing, when Jesus, the Son of God, was raised by 
His Father to glory, giving us reason to hope for eternal joy.  
 

From Thursday this week, the only Masses are 
those of the Paschal Triduum (see above) 
The Sacraments are not normally celebrated 
during the Triduum, so confessions will not be 
heard on Saturday.  There will be an extra 
opportunity for Confession on Tuesday from 
5 p.m. for about half an hour. 

Masses on Easter 
Sunday morning in 
this parish: 
0900 South Brent 
0900 Abbey  
1030 Ashburton 
1030 Abbey 

 



 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“A joyful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

A little boy found a centipede and decided to make it his pet.  
He found a matchbox and placed the centipede carefully inside 
with some leaves which he hoped his new friend would be able 
to eat.  Come Sunday, the little boy decided to take the 
centipede to church.  He knocked on the matchbox and said, 
‘wake up, I’m going to take you to church.’  There was no 
response.  After a little while the boy knocked on the box again; 
‘come on, it’s time to go to church!’  Still no reply.  ‘Okay,’ the 
little boy said, in a bit of a huff now, ‘if you’re not ready, I’m 
going without you!’  And a little voice came from inside the 
matchbox: ‘That’s not fair!  I’m still putting my shoes on!’ 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
 http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
In the absence of any children, the only news is about the 
buildings and, once again, the school is busy with workmen. 
New CCTV has been installed with state of the art cameras 
which provide pictures that you can actually recognise faces 
in, which could be very useful in the event of any crimewave. 
However, on the rare occasions when they don't own up, just 
the mention of being filmed on the cameras is enough to 
make reluctant children remember any misdemeanours 
without even having to look at the recordings - never mind 
whether any of them are actually recognisable in the 
pictures! New hand driers have been installed that actually 
dry your hands which will come as bit of a surprise to the 
children when they first use them - particularly as they are 
rather noisier than the old ones. The latter were a bit of a 
waste of time with hands having to be dried with towels 
before the electric driers would have any effect. Amazing 
new lights have been installed in Burrator classroom 
meaning that the children will probably need to wear 
sunglasses on their return to learning after Easter. The 
rebuilding of the old and slightly dishevelled boundary wall 
is nearing completion and the old, broken glass topping 
removed where it still existed here and there. Various bits of 
play equipment are being repaired and meticulously 
repainted in bright colours. With an ongoing programme of 
redecoration, and once the carpets have been cleaned next 
week, the place will be like a new pin - I shall be reluctant to 
let any children or staff in unless they bring slippers to 
change into and agree not to touch any surface without 
washing their hands first. 
I cannot stress enough how lucky we are at St Mary's to be 
the beneficiaries of the support of the community and staff 
at the Abbey. The environment they help to provide is a far 
cry from that experienced in most schools and means that 
coming to St Mary's whether as a pupil, parent, member of 
staff or visitor is both welcoming and inspirational. It is very 
sad that we are the exception and not the norm as all 
children deserve the best and St Mary's is definitely that!   
 

Plymouth Diocese Catholic Children’s Society 
Here’s a message from Mary Shepherd about a possible 
fundraising event for the work of the Children’s Society: 
“I would like to run a quiz in aid of the Catholic Children’s 
Society as part of their Big Quiz Campaign fundraiser in May 
and I would be very grateful for volunteers to help me with 
this.   I need someone in each part of the parish to help sell 
tickets and also to help on the night.  If you feel able to help 
please contact me on 01364649194.  Thank you” 

 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps, to be 
held at Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey. Camp details and 
application forms can be obtained from your parish priest 

or on-line from the camp website : 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 

Prompt applications are advisable. 
Junior Camp (Years 3 – 6)  28th July - 2nd August 
Senior Camp (Years 7 – 10)  4th August - 9th August 
St Petroc's Camp (Yrs 11-12)  4th August - 9th August 

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 21st - Sunday 
23rd June, Buckfast Abbey. For the third year running, a 
weekend of prayer and inspiration to help equip you for 
mission. Main features include:- a day of growth in 
discipleship led by Anthony Gielty, a night vigil of prayer 
welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop 
Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation available at additional 
cost). Booking forms and more detail available online at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 
 

A 'Mothers Prayers' group will begin after Easter, with its 
first meeting on 24th April and each Wednesday after that. 
7.30 p.m. in Ashburton Parish Rooms 
All mothers welcome. 
 

Mothers Prayers is an international movement which was 
formed to help those mothers who wished to pray together 
for their children and grandchildren and to find the support 
they needed. 
More information: 
http://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/ 
 
 

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, 
03rd July 2019 from Bristol.  £649.00 pp sharing.  Price 
includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, transfers, 4 nights’ 
in Knock House Hotel with FULL BOARD.  All 
entertainment/ day trips and guided tours ncluded. Single 
room supp £100. Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 
07740 175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.   
Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust 
Association and is fully protected by ATOL T7613.  

Families of this parish are invited to the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt run by the Smith  family  in the grounds of Dart Valley 
House near Buckfastleigh.   
The event runs from two  
until four during the  
afternoon of Easter Monday,  
and families are invited to  
book on 01364 642195 by  
Good Friday in order to  
ensure that plenty of Easter  
Eggs are available!"   

 

 

A ‘Celebrate’ Mass for all the Family 
Come and join other Celebrators on Saturday May 11th 

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 
21, Stott Close, Plymouth, PL3 6HA 
4.30 p.m. PRAYER AND PRAISE 

5.00 p.m. VIGIL MASS FOR SUNDAY 
with Fr. Oscar Ardila 

Shared ‘bring a plate’ supper after Mass 


