
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

21st April, 2018 The Resurrection of the Lord Readings p. 251 

 
 
Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- 
Saturday 

Easter Octave 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frances Betts; Cybil Auckland; Archibald Leitch; Wilfred Ford; Emily Davis; Joseph Beard; 
Robert O’Shea; Greta Strachan; Mary Stancombe; Janet Dooner; Kathleen Hinkley;  

Annie Smith; Larry Sumner; Clare Lindsay; Isabel Thomson;  John Gilroy; Patrick Stuart; 
Evan Tredegar; Dom Richard Dillenz; Ernest Long; Edward Le Hunte Ward; 

May they rest in peace 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A parish priest decided to have the exterior walls of his 
church and presbytery repainted. Having chosen the 
cheapest quote, the work was duly completed. You 
obviously pay for what you get, the paint had been 
watered down to save money. The next day it rained 
heavily and washed the paint off the walls. The priest was 
distraught. Whilst praying for guidance he heard a 
heavenly voice which spoke with great authority say, “Re-
paint, re-paint and never thin again”.  
 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd 
Abbey 9 a.m. £82.14 £15.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £294.77 £58.08 £19.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £16.00 £35.00 £15.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £38.00 £43.92 £14.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £8.00 £38.00 £21.50 

   £47.50   
Thank you for the second collections.  In Buckfastleigh, Ashburton & 
South Brent these were for Easter Flowers 

 

 
Alleluia! 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps, to be held at 
Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey. Camp details and application 
forms can be obtained from your parish priest or on-line from 

the camp website : www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 
Prompt applications are advisable. 
Junior Camp (Years 3 – 6)  28th July - 2nd August 
Senior Camp (Years 7 – 10)  4th August - 9th August 
St Petroc's Camp (Yrs 11-12)  4th August - 9th August 

A 'Mothers Prayers' group will begin after Easter, with its 
first meeting on 24th April and each Wednesday after that. 
7.30 p.m. in Ashburton Parish Rooms 
All mothers welcome. 
 

Mothers Prayers is an international movement which was 
formed to help those mothers who wished to pray together 
for their children and grandchildren and to find the support 
they needed. More information: 
 http://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/ 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 
72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Giving each other new life 
Today’s theme is new life. It reminds us of our promise to 
be a source of life to each other every day in tenderness, 
understanding, encouragement and praise, yet also by 
forgiving our spouse particularly when he/she is vulnerable 
and full of self-doubt.    Today is a good day to thank God 
for all the life we have received. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children return to school this week with so many things 
to look forward to including, Sports Days and Swimming 
Galas, the annual Enterprise Fair, welly walks and Outdoor 
Education, Fernworthy off to Dartmoor Zoo at some point 
(only for the day, you understand, not a long term 
encampment), whilst Burrator will be away for a few days 
when they go on their residential trip, oh, and SATs tests ...... 
Nearly all the children will take some sort of test at some 
point during the term, only the littlest ones won't have to but 
even their level of learning and ability will have to be 
assessed by their class teacher. Some of the data is collated 
nationally, for example, the results for the Year 2 and Year 6 
children, whilst other tests are to help the teachers form a 
judgement of the levels of learning in their class, not least to 
help them write the children's annual reports.  
When they return on Tuesday, it really is crunch time for the 
Year 6's for whom, in the eyes of officialdom, these tests are 
the summation of their primary school learning. Fortunately, 
in a few brief weeks, they will be able to heave a big sigh of 
relief once the tests have been completed by the middle of 
May and then they will be able to let their hair down and really 
enjoy all the things I listed above. Hopefully, although the 
focus on the SATs can be intense, the children will always 
remember their primary school days as being full of these 
other things. I know I always remember when the cat, rabbit 
and chicken came to visit us (cat went over wall, etc.) or the 
excitement when we had an Olympic sports star impress the 
children with his hurdling skills in Southpark (tall man, high 
hurdles, very short course, miraculously no crashing into 
walls) and the wonderful chaos of Christmas Fayres and 
cake sales. School is so much more than a few days in May! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A ‘Celebrate’ Mass for all the Family: Come and join other 
Celebrators on Saturday May 11th at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Church,21, Stott Close, Plymouth, PL3 6HA 
4.30 p.m. PRAYER AND PRAISE 5.00 p.m. VIGIL MASS FOR 

SUNDAY with Fr. Oscar Ardila. Shared ‘bring a plate’ supper after 
Mass 

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast 
Abbey. For the third year running, a weekend of prayer and 
inspiration to help equip you for mission. Main features include:- a 
day of growth in discipleship led by Anthony Gielty, a night vigil of 
prayer welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets 
£50 inclusive of food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Booking forms and more detail 
available online at www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact 
St. Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any questions. 
 

 
ROME - Jesus’ gesture of washing his disciples’ 
feet, an act once reserved to servants and slaves, is 
one that all Christians, especially bishops, must 
imitate, Pope Francis told hundreds of inmates and 
prison employees on Holy Thursday. 
“Jesus’ rule and the rule of the Gospel” is to serve 
others and not “to dominate, do evil or humiliate 
others,” the pope said April 18 during his homily at 
the Velletri Correctional Facility, 36 miles south of 
Rome. 
“The Church asks the bishop to imitate Jesus’ 
gesture every year - at least once a year - on Holy 
Thursday,” he said. “The bishop isn’t the most 
important (person); the bishop must be the greatest 
servant. And each one of us must be servants to 
others.” 
Francis celebrated the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 
the prison and washed the feet of a dozen inmates. 
Nine were Italian and one each was from Brazil, 
Ivory Coast and Morocco, the Vatican said. 
Vatican News reported the prison houses more than 
570 prisoners; 60 percent of those incarcerated are 
non-Italians. 
The Mass was held in the room the prison uses as 
a theater; it was draped in white curtains. The altar, 
lectern and a wooden statue of Mary were adorned 
with white and yellow flowers. 
As Francis made his way into the room at the start 
of the Mass, the detainees were unable to contain 
their joy. The solemnity of the opening procession 
was interrupted by the applause and cheers of the 
detainees upon seeing the pope. 
In his brief homily before the foot-washing ritual, the 
pope told the prisoners that the act of washing one’s 
feet was a task reserved solely to slaves who would 
wash the feet of any guests that arrived at the 
house. 
However, Jesus, “who had all the power, he who 
was the Lord, makes the gesture of a slave,” he said. 
“This is brotherhood; brotherhood is always humble; 
it is to be at the service (of others),” the pope said 
Francis also recalled another Gospel reading in 
which the disciples argued about who was the 
greatest among them. Jesus’ response to them - 
that the greatest should serve the least - “is 
something interesting that we can connect with 
today’s gesture,” he said. 
“We, too, must be servants. It is true that in life there 
are problems; we argue among ourselves, but this 
must be something that passes, a passing phase. In 
our hearts, there must always be this love to serve 
the other, to be at the service of others,” the pope 
said. 
www.cruxnow.com  

MONTREAL, Canada - The fire that ravaged a large part of Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Paris offered an opportunity for French 
Catholics with Canadian connections to reflect on the impact the 
event can have on their faith. 
Popular French Catholic singer Gregory Turpin, who joined 
thousands of Parisians at the scene of the tragedy, said “there is 
something violent and shocking” about the fire. 
“I was present. I went all the way around Notre Dame. I saw 
thousands of people. Every 50 meters I saw people praying around 
a priest. Others sang a song to the Virgin.”  
Isabelle Morel, deputy director of the Higher Institute of Pastoral 
Catechetics at the Catholic Institute of Paris, described how her 
colleagues and she were in awe of events as they transpired at the 
peak of the blaze April 15. 
Beyond the pain caused by this disaster, Morel saw a symbol of the 
Church’s current situation as it responds to the clergy sexual abuse 
crisis and the hope that people of faith have that truth and justice 
will prevail. 
“The church burns. Not only Notre Dame, but the perfect image we 
have made of our universal church,” she wrote in an email from 
Paris. 
“Our illusions of a motherly church, protective, attentive to all and 
especially to the small, the fragile, go out in smoke in the inferno of 
international and ecclesial news,” she continued. “How not to be 
taken aback by the force of the symbol: Notre Dame on fire at the 
beginning of Holy Week, drawing in the Parisian sky a red cross of 
flames. The cry of the abused, the forgotten, the condemned, rose 
to heaven.” 
After the fire, as the world peered inside the Gothic cathedral to see 
that many symbols of the faith and cultural heritage of Catholicism 
had survived, things did not seem as bad as feared, she said. 
“In the black ruins of ashes, passing your head through the gaping 
door: The cross of Christ, luminous in the depths of the choir, intact, 
the white stone altar bathed in light, intact, prefiguring the 
resurrection already at work. What an extraordinary moment to live 
for Parisians, for believers, for the world,” Morel added. 
Laurent Tessier, a French doctoral student at the Institute of 
Religious Studies at the University of Montreal, said the fire can 
send a message to Quebecers and North Americans, as news of 
churches being sold, abandoned or demolished stack up. 
“Heritage reveals many riches,” he explained. “Heritage unites and 
gathers well beyond the nation, far beyond the borders. To those 
who see only piles of stones more or less well arranged, I tell them 
those stones are alive. They are the memory of past generations 
who have worked with conviction to give future generations. A 
heritage in peril is the ruin of the soul of an entire people, of a whole 
civilization.” 
Tessier noted the real “miracle” that took place during the fire 
occurred in the streets as people gathered and peacefully prayed. 
Full article www.cruxnow.com  


