
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

5th May, 2019 Third Sunday of Easter Readings p. 265 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

George Daire; Phyllis Bromage; Frederick Gould; Rose Smith; Josef Hogbin; Beatrice 
Seaton; Patrick Jennings; Emily Cutten; Beryl Beard; Mary Channing; Lavinia Ash; 

Margaret Winstanley; Wingrave Tench; Donald  Beard; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday 

Eastertide 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
His Honour Graham Cottle 

 
of this parish 

who died unexpectedly on 26th April 
Fortified by the rites  

of Holy Mother Church 
May he rest in peace 

 
Graham’s funeral will take place in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel at 12.05 p.m. on 
Friday 10th May. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £80.00 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £235.70 £33.08 

Second £18.05  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £25.10 £32.22 
Ashburton 10:30am £33.10 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.45 £48.00 

Added value through gift aid   £40.56 
 

Next weekend we will have one of our regular second collections for the 
Parish Syria Appeal. 

According to Human Rights Watch, from January to 
April 2018 more than 920,000 individuals had been 
newly displaced inside of Syria, according to the 
UN. Neighbouring countries – including Turkey, 
Jordan, and Lebanon – continued to prevent 
Syrians from seeking asylum at their borders, 
despite serious risks of violence. By September 
2018, 5.6 million Syrians have taken refuge outside 
the country, the majority in neighbouring countries. 

But at a meeting in Homs, the leaders of five Church communities signed 
the Homs Reconstruction Committee agreement, in which Catholic charity 
Aid to the Church in Need will repair 300 homes as part of  the first stage of 
the plan. 
In the second phase, a further 980 homes are due to be rebuilt – 80 from the 
Melkite Greek Catholic community, 600 Greek Orthodox and 300 belonging 
to Syriac Orthodox families. ACN will support part of the project. 
Highlighting the significance of the agreement, ACN Middle East projects 
coordinator Father Andrzej Halemba said: “The agreement is one of the most 
critical steps forward in the recovery of the Christian community in Homs. 
“The commitment to rebuild so many homes offers the light of hope for 
people desperate to return to the city that is one of the most important for 
Christians in the whole of Syria.” 
At the height of the conflict in 2014, there were less than 100 Christians 
remaining in Homs Old City and targeted attacks by Islamist extremists 
forced nearly 250,000 to leave. 
Last year, ACN piloted a scheme to repair 100 homes belonging to Melkite 
and Syriac Orthodox families, of which 85 are already reoccupied and the 
rest due to return at the start of the new academic year in the autumn. 
The 2018 Homs renovation plan was part of a scheme which has already 
led to the repairs of nearly 500 homes across Syria, of which many are in 
Aleppo. 
Since the crisis in Syria began in 2011, ACN has completed 750 projects 
involving 150 partners. 

 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally 
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday June 16th 2019 
8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; 
football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ 
Youth Mass with Bishop Mark 
See posters for details 
Contact Patrick on 01837 851438 or 
07880 734088 
 pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiet Day at Buckfast Abbey: Saturday 11th May 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.      Led by Fr. Christopher 
Be Compassionate  
as your Father is Compassionate 
Discussion and individual reflection; Holy Mass and Confession 
available; The Quiet Day costs £15; Overnight Accommodation 
available; Further details and booking forms from Warden’s Office 
01364 645532 warden@buckfast.org.uk or www.buckfast.org.uk/boxoffice 

 

RUN TO THE SON:  
Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast Abbey.  

 

For the third year running, a weekend of prayer and 
inspiration to help equip you for mission.  
Main features include:- a day of growth in discipleship 
led by Anthony Gielty, a night vigil of prayer welcoming 
the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop 
Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation available at additional 
cost). Booking forms and more detail available online at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
More uncanny anagrams: 
SLOT MACHINES = CASH LOST IN ME;  ANIMOSITY = IS NO 
AMITY;  ELECTION RESULTS = LIES – LET’S RECOUNT;  
SNOOZE ALARMS = ALAS! NO MORE Z’S;  A DECIMAL POINT = 
I’M A DOT IN PLACE;  THE EARTHQUAKES = THAT QUEER 
SHAKE; ELEVEN PLUS TWO = TWELVE PLUS ONE; 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps, to be 
held at Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey. Camp details 

and application forms can be obtained from your 
parish priest or on-line from the camp website : 

www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 
Prompt applications are advisable. 
Junior Camp (Years 3 – 6)  28th July - 2nd August 
Senior Camp (Years 7 – 10)  4th - 9th August 
St Petroc's Camp (Yrs 11-12)  4th - 9th August 

A 'Mothers Prayers' group. Each Wednesday. 7.30 
p.m. in Ashburton Parish Rooms. All mothers welcome. 
 

Mothers Prayers is an international movement which 
was formed to help those mothers who wished to pray 
together for their children and grandchildren and to find 
the support they needed. More information: 
 http://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/ 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the 
Sunday readings.     Things change, miracles 
happen 
Today’s Scripture speaks into the heart of our 
marriage relationship. When Jesus comes 
into Peter’s life and work, just as He comes 
into ours, things change, ‘miracles’ happen: 
He invites, serves and asks profound 
questions: “do you love me?”. He challenges: 
“feed… look after…”. Peter found forgiveness 
and a commissioning; so can we when 
responding to His call: “follow me”. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This year, St Mary's School will not be able to welcome all 
the children who would have liked to start with us in our 
Reception class in September. For the first time in a very long 
time, in fact, this has never happened whilst I have been at 
the school, more families had put the school down as their 
first choice than the school can accept. Whilst this is a good 
sign for the school, it is disappointing for the families involved 
and sad for us to have to turn them away.  
The school has something called a Planned Admissions 
Number, its PAN, which is, almost always, the maximum 
number of children it will have in each year group although 
there are certain circumstances when this number may be 
exceeded. When more people apply than can be 
accommodated, the school applies what is known as its 
oversubscription criteria, set in advance by the governors, 
which tries to prioritise applications in the fairest way.  
In the past every school would hold its own admissions' list 
and the numbers on these lists would be used to provide a 
pupil number forecast for the County. Unfortunately, some 
parents would put their child's name down on a number of 
lists "just in case" they didn't get into their first choice. This 
meant that some children were being counted twice or more, 
unbeknownst to the schools but also to Devon County who 
were having to plan their budgets based in these numbers. 
Often the duplication was only found out very late in the day 
and caused problems for all concerned with schools 
receiving less funding than they anticipated. To avoid that 
confusion, the admissions process is now co-ordinated by 
Devon County Council. They provide an important service to 
the schools by handling it on their behalf. It does not make it 
any easier to bear for those families disappointed by not 
getting their first choice school, but at least all applications 
are managed in a methodical and co-ordinated way. 
On a lighter note, the children have been working with the 
Abbey’s education department to renovate their ‘Mud 
Kitchen,’ a space in the school woodland where they can do 
some make-believe cookery.  They worked very hard, and 
were even taught how to use hammers and drills in a safe 
way; the built walls with recycled wood and painted some flat 
stones to look like fried eggs, sizzling bacon, fruit and 
vegetables.  They were very excited to show the youngest 
children a new place to play; in the photograph they are 
shown proudly looking on as Fr. Francis cuts the red ribbon 
to officially open the Mud Kitchen. 

 
 

 

March for life 
2 p.M. 11th May, 2019 

Starting point outside Westminster Church House 
Stand shoulder to shoulder with thousands to proclaim   
LIFE is FROM CONCEPTION and there are NO 
EXCEPTIONS 
More information: 0788 550 5116 0777 350 1721 
info@marchforlife.co.uk    www.marchforlife.co.uk  

A ‘Celebrate’ Mass for all the Family: Come and join 
other Celebrators on Saturday May 11th at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Church,21, Stott Close, Plymouth, 

PL3 6HA 
4.30 p.m. PRAYER AND PRAISE 5.00 p.m. VIGIL 

MASS FOR SUNDAY with Fr. Oscar Ardila. Shared 
‘bring a plate’ supper after Mass 


