
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

12th May, 2019 Fourth Sunday of Easter Readings p. 268 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom John Kraft; Montagu Godfrey; Charles Walmsley; Leslie Deane; 
Dom Charles Norris; Beatrice Bebenek; Mortimer Bullen; Blanche Brachi;  

Nicholas Scott Maddocks; Kathleen Sheehan; Br. Paul Lascaraboura; Pam Reynolds; 
Hugh Bullard; Richard Rymer Cooper; Maria Vetter; Eva Witt;  

Mary Roberts; Mary Stuart; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday St. Matthias 

Wednesday St. Pachomius 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday Eastertide 
Saturday Eastertide 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £69.12 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £220.32 £103.08 

Second £16.59  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £13.30 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.50 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.00 £50.50 

Added value through gift aid   £59.38 
 

This weekend we will have one of our regular second collections for 
the Parish Syria Appeal. 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally 
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday June 16th 2019 
8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; 
football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ 
Youth Mass with Bishop Mark 
See posters for details 
Contact Patrick on 01837 851438 or 
07880 734088 
 pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk   

Next weekend there will be a collection for the sick and retired clergy of 
Plymouth Diocese.  Besides the provision of their accommodation and food, 
the clergy of the diocese receive a small allowance (something like £6,000 
per year and the Christmas and Easter offerings), so they are not in a 
position to provide for their old age or if they are unable to work through 
sickness.  There is a fund which seeks to make up for this lack and your 
generosity will help maintain the capital from which this assistance is drawn.   

Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Crediton in 
celebration of St Boniface on Sunday 
9th June led by the Catholic Bishop of 
Plymouth, The Right Reverend Mark 
O'Toole and the Anglican Bishop of 
Crediton, The Right Reverend Jackie 
Searle.  Beginning at 3pm with sung 
Evensong at the Anglican Parish Church 
of Holy Cross, Church Lane followed by a 
procession to the statue of St Boniface in 
Newcombes Meadow and then to the 
National Shrine of St Boniface, Park 
Road.  The pilgrimage concludes with 
Solemn Benediction at approximately 
4.30pm in St Boniface church adjoining 
the Shrine followed by light refreshments. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUN TO THE SON:  
Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast Abbey.  

 

For the third year running, a weekend of prayer and 
inspiration to help equip you for mission.  
Main features include:- a day of growth in discipleship 
led by Anthony Gielty, a night vigil of prayer welcoming 
the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop 
Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation available at additional 
cost). Booking forms and more detail available online at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 
Some GCSE answers, discovered by Sr. Christina Nunn: 
“To keep milk from turning sour: keep it in the cow. 
The pistol of a flower is its only protection against insects. 
The alimentary canal is located in the northern part of Indiana. 
The skeleton is what is left after the insides have been taken out 
and the outsides have been taken off.  The purpose of the 
skeleton is something to hitch the meat to. 
A fossil is an extinct animal.  The older it is, the more extinct it is.” 

A 'Mothers Prayers' group. Each Wednesday. 7.30 
p.m. in Ashburton Parish Rooms. All mothers welcome. 
 

Mothers Prayers is an international movement which 
was formed to help those mothers who wished to pray 
together for their children and grandchildren and to find 
the support they needed. More information: 
 http://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/ 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings.      
We are a light to the world 
Most people, when they get married, think their 
married life is a private affair but Jesus calls us to 
be a light to the world as a couple.  Through our 
gentleness and tenderness, our readiness to 
forgive each other, people we meet can 
experience some qualities of God’s love for them. 
Living in this way is the vocation of marriage. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Next week is the start of SATs for our Year 6 children, 
followed by the tests for the Year 2's. Unfortunately it will be 
stressful for pretty much everyone in school, for the children 
sitting the tests, the teachers who have guided them through 
their learning up to this point, for the other classes tippy-
toeing around the school so as not to be a distraction at a 
crucial moment and for the admin staff playing a supporting 
role as chaperones and comfort break cover.  
It’s a sad reflection on our values as a society, that a great 
deal of importance is given to the outcome of the next 
fortnight.  People will judge our school for the next year by 
the SATs results which will be published in a few weeks’ time. 
We have had some great results in recent years that have 
quite rightly brought in congratulations from many quarters.  
But, please God, we are Christian people who know that 
each person’s true value originates in God’s love for them 
rather than their personal achievements; that there are many 
innate qualities in every one of our children which we seek to 
develop and nurture during their time with us, but which are 
not measurable by a multiple choice question or the solving 
of a Maths problem.  While we delight in every child’s 
successes, our hearts swell as we notice the extra effort and 
tenacity it takes to keep trying when learning is not easy.  
So as we approach these trying few days, we are full of hope 
that the efforts of all our children will be recognised in the 
SATs marks they achieve.  But if that doesn’t happen for 
some, we’ll be just as proud of them, knowing that they, and 
we, have done the best we can.  Whatever their results, we 
pray that in our care they have become people who will find 
joy in learning throughout their lives and measure life not by 
its cost or simplistic statistics, but by its true value. 
So, if you don't mind, please say a little prayer for us all over 
the coming days. The weeks will come and they will go and 
we shall all still be here, St Mary's little family sticking 
together through a tricky time of year..... and then the 
summer fun can begin at last! 
 

Mission Appeal 26th May 
The Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
will be attending the Masses at the Abbey on 
26th May to appeal on behalf of the Sisters 
Missions Committee of England and Wales.  
They will tell us about their missionary work 
and will be grateful for your support. 

 

JERASH, Jordan - The poorest of Jordan’s 10 camps for Palestinian refugees would seem to be the unlikeliest place 
from which to launch an international business, but SEP Jordan is no usual enterprise.  SEP stands for Social 
Enterprise Project. Its founder and CEO, Roberta Ventura, is a former Italian stockbroker, who decided about five years 
ago that she “could no longer just stand and look at the situation in refugee camps deteriorating without private sector 
involvement.” “When I see refugees, I see a huge untapped potential, like you and me, who had to leave their homes,” 
Ventura told Catholic News Service. 
SEP Jordan became one of 15 enterprises chosen by the Washington-based Laudato Si’ Challenge organization, 
inspired by Pope Francis, “to effectively and sustainably improve the lives of 10 million refugees, migrants and internally 
displaced people by 2020.” 
“It helps that the women identify themselves with the brand, and they aren’t beneficiaries of aid. We are colleagues. 
They had enough of small microloans, fearing they could never pay them back,” Ventura said. 
Asma Aradeh, 37, started as an embroiderer at the project and now heads up quality control. She, too, said the 
employment enabled her to move out of a decrepit, tin-roofed building where rain poured in during winter months and 
into a safe home for her family.  Besides the obvious economic advantages to the project, Asma Aradeh said it carries 
the added therapeutic value to their craft. 
“Embroidering is relaxing and relieves stress. All the pressures are released when you are making each stitch,” Asma 
Aradeh, a mother of six, told CNS. “You feel a release from tension, tiredness, financial pressures and other things 
weighing you down psychologically and physically.” Full article: www.crux.com 


