
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

19th May, 2019 Fifth Sunday of Easter Readings p. 271 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Louisa Ash; Elizabeth Bodenham; Joseph Healey; Maurice Turner; Francis Puddicombe; 
Kathleen Ferrero; George Torrington; Dom Richard Rotter; Alan Wakley; John Henle; 

Dana Taylor Speicher;  

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday Our Lady of Buckfast 
Saturday St. Bede the Venerable 

 

Mission Appeal 26th May 
The Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
will be attending the Masses at the Abbey on 
26th May to appeal on behalf of the Sisters 
Missions Committee of England and Wales.  
They will tell us about their missionary work 
and will be grateful for your support. 

 

This weekend there will be a collection for the sick and retired 
clergy of Plymouth Diocese.   

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £55.50 £23.10 £40.00 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £326.90 £38.08 £253.67 £384.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £26.50 £35.00 £4.50 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.10 £34.42 £5.00 £12.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £55.50 £38.00 £48.97 £16.00 

   £42.15   £108.00 
The collection for Syria raised £892.14 including gift aid.  Thank you very much! 

A Catholic Summer School for discerning Young Adults 
searching for a way to live faith fully; to live life courageously 
and joyfully, with God in their lives. COMPASS Discernment 
School for anyone aged 18 -35. Maryvale Institute, 
Birmingham B44, 22nd – 26th July. £150 (Bursaries available) 

Local Knights and Dames of the Holy Sepulchre are  
praying the rosary together in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel at the Abbey on the remaining Fridays in May at 11 
a.m. as a prayerful way of supporting persecuted 
Christians.  All are welcome to join them.   
This is a response to the report ordered by Foreign 
Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, which concluded that persecution 
of Christians in parts of the world is at near genocide levels. 
The interim report said the main impact of "genocidal acts 
against Christians is exodus" and that Christianity faced 
being "wiped out" from parts of the Middle East. 
It warned the religion "is at risk of disappearing" in some 
parts of the world, pointing to figures which claimed 
Christians in Palestine represent less than 1.5% of the 
population, while in Iraq they had fallen from 1.5 million 
before 2003 to less than 120,000. 
"Evidence shows not only the geographic spread of anti-
Christian persecution, but also its increasing severity," the 
Bishop wrote. 

Plymouth Diocese Vacancy: 
Independent Chair – Plymouth Diocese Safeguarding 
Commission 
The Commission provides independent oversight of all 
safeguarding matters that impact on the Diocese and aligned 
Religious orders and performs regulatory, advisory and 
supportive function. 
Applicants should have experience at a senior management 
level of working to protect children, the vulnerable, perhaps 
within the legal, probation, social care, health or policing 
professions. 
The role is unsalaried, but all reasonable expenses are paid. 
Application by written expression of interest and CV to 
recruitment@pcdtr.org.uk  Closing date 20th May 2019 
See poster in Abbey porch for more details 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUN TO THE SON:  
Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast Abbey.  

 

For the third year running, a weekend of prayer and 
inspiration to help equip you for mission.  
Main features include:- a day of growth in discipleship 
led by Anthony Gielty, a night vigil of prayer welcoming 
the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop 
Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation available at additional 
cost). Booking forms and more detail available online at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 
An elderly gent filled out a withdrawal slip in the Post Office the 
other day.  He’d used an old pencil to complete the form which 
he passed over the counter to the teller. 
The teller glanced at the form and handed it back to him.  “I’m 
afraid you’ll have to ink it over,” she smiled. 
“Oh right,” said the gent, strolling off. 
He returned a few minutes later and said; “I’ve had time to think 
it over.  Now gimme my cash!” 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings.      
Today is all we have 
We as a couple are unique - a one off! No other 
couple is quite like us. We can share the load, 
lighten the burden, and double the joys!  Jesus 
said ‘Love one another as I have loved you’. Just 
as I care for myself, I must care for you too in the 
same way. Let us celebrate our coupleness. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Each week, during the term time, we have a prayer focus 
which is based upon the bible readings for the week and is 
summed up in a little thought for the day type of thing. This 
is put into our newsletters and is on display in the school 
foyer.  It always gives me pause for thought and something 
to mull over as I prepare the weekly newsletter for the school. 
This week the thought is "God has chosen us to be special 
and wants us to dream our dreams." 
It was whilst I was "mulling" that I started to reflect upon the 
past week with the KS2 SATs. It has been a hard week as 
the guidance for the "rules" and good practice for 
administering the tests becomes ever more detailed each 
year. Some rules are to ensure that no child or children get 
an unfair advantage, for example, there must be two adults 
present whenever a test is being taken or the SATs papers 
are kept locked away until a certain time and the packets 
opened in front of the children. Other rules are to help ensure 
every child has the best chance at showing their knowledge. 
For example, some children like to read the questions out 
loud to themselves or other children are allowed extra time. 
This means a lot of people are needed to supervise in 
different rooms and even Mary, our Clerk to Governors, has 
helped by sitting in on some tests. (This has given her the 
opportunity to read the latest governance magazine from 
cover to cover and she is now full of useful tips for Fr 
Francis.). It makes for a long and stressful week for all 
concerned but the point of it is this - children who reach 
certain levels in their learning will have more opportunities in 
their lives and with those opportunities will come dreams 
fulfilled. We must do everything we can to help every child 
reach their full potential so that they have the confidence to 
"dream their dreams" but we must also teach them that the 
future is in their hands and they must not let anyone steal 
their dreams! 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally 
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday June 16th 2019 
8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; 
bouncy castle; gladiators; bungee run; BBQ 
Youth Mass with Bishop Mark. See posters for details 
Contact Patrick on 01837 851438 or 07880 734088 
 pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Crediton in celebration 
of St Boniface on Sunday 9th June  
Beginning at 3pm with sung Evensong at the Anglican 
Parish Church of Holy Cross, Church Lane followed by 
a procession to the statue of St Boniface in 
Newcombes Meadow and then to the National Shrine 
of St Boniface, Park Road.  The pilgrimage concludes 
with Solemn Benediction at approximately 4.30pm in 
St Boniface church adjoining the Shrine followed by 
light refreshments. 

 

CAFOD offers the facility of establishing a fund in 
memory of a loved one who has died.  These 
Candlelight Funds have no targets, deadlines or 
minimum amounts.  You receive a welcome pack to get 
your fund up and running and an annual update.  You 
can also have an online page where you, your friends 
and family can personalise your fund, donate in 
memory, share photos and memories, leave messages 
of love and support and see how much you’ve raised. 
There are leaflets in each of the churches in the parish 
with more details. 

 

Theologian Charles Camosy has written a book entitled 
“Resisting Throwaway Culture; How a Consistent Ethic of 
Life Can Unite a Fractured People.” Here is what he says 
about the present Pope’s helpful approach to this question: 
 

“Francis has been distinctive, however, in using the 
language of “throwaway culture” in place of a “culture of 
death” - and I think this does a better job of naming the 
fundamental problem those of us who are pro-life are trying 
to address. Instead of addressing an imagined culture that 
is obsessed with killing and death, I think we do better to 
address a real culture so consumed with its own autonomy 
and consumerism that it cannot or will not see that the most 
vulnerable are being discarded in the process. Naming the 
problem more precisely also helps pro-lifers see more 
effective solutions. Francis’s insistence on creating and 
living out a counter-culture of encounter and hospitality, for 
instance, is absolutely essential for the contemporary pro-
life movement.” 
 

From an interview with the author in www.cruxnow.com  


