
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

26th May, 2019 Sixth Sunday of Easter Readings p. 273 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Agnes Withers; Edith Robinson; John Bissett; Mildred Smyth; Br. Anselm Maigler; 
Margaret Lindsay; Dom Winfrid Rechtsteiner; Austin Concanon; Lester Davis; Mary 
Burrows; John Bourke; Dom Thomas Plersch; Agnes Komiensky; James O’Dea; Evelyn 

Jones; Wiseman Grisbrook; Jack Lewis; Concetta Collinge; Br. Ignatius Birk; 
May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis 

Straw;  
01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.

org.uk 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 

01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Augustine of 

Canterbury 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday Ascension of the Lord 

Friday Visitation of Our Lady 
Saturday St. Justin, Martyr 

 

This weekend there is the annual Mission Appeal.  There will be a second 
collection at each Mass and the Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver will be 
speaking at the 9 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. Masses in the Abbey  

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £91.86 £10.00 £51.91 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £357.83 £48.08 £47.16 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £20.00 £25.00 £3.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.70 £31.92 £21.00 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.56 £41.00 £61.10 £30.00 

   £39.00   £12.50 
Thank you for your donations to the sick and retired clergy of Plymouth Diocese which, with gift 
aid, totalled £246.67 

Next Thursday, is the Solemnity 
of the Ascension of the Lord.  
This is a Holyday of Obligation. 
Holy Mass will be offered in this 
parish at the following times: 

Ashburton 10.00 a.m. 
Abbey 12.05 p.m. 
South Brent 7.30 p.m. 

Please note there is no 9 a.m. Mass in 
the Abbey on that day. 

Jo Boyce 
Unplugged Concert 

6.30 – 8.30, 
Friday 12th July 

St. Joseph’s Church Hall 
Queen Street, 
Newton Abbot 

TQ12 2ET 
Tickets in advance £3 
each; under 12s FREE. 
Contact Peter Farrell 

01626 369478 
petane@outlook.com 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The April draw took place last Thursday and are the lucky 
winners: 
1st Prize (£25)   No.   2 Ms. Ella Willard 
2nd Prize (£15)   No.  23 Ms. Sally Rowe 
3rd Prize (£10)   No.  31 Mrs. Nell Beale 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 03 Mr. C. Fieldhouse 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 
or parish@buckfast.org.uk  

 
The June edition of Catholic South West 
is now available in all the churches in the 
parish.  These are free; please take one 
for yourself and take copies to give to 
anyone who might like one. 

Joy Boyce will be leading a 
Music and Liturgy Workshop, 
11.45 a.m. – 4.15 p.m. 
Saturday 13th July in St. 
Joseph’s Church Hall, Newton 
Abbot TQ12 2ET. 
The 6 p.m. Mass that evening 
will incorporate some music 
from the workshop.  Free 
places for the workshop can be 
booked through Peter Farrell 
on 01626 369478 or 
petane@outlook.com  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUN TO THE SON:  
Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast Abbey.  

 

Talks; prayer vigil; sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. 
Tickets £50 inclusive of food and camping facilities. 
(Other accommodation available at additional cost). 
Booking forms and more detail available online at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
A priest who had become very deaf in his advanced years, had formed the 
habit of asking those who came to confession to write their sins on a slip of 
paper and pass them through the grill.  This worked fairly well until one day 
when, after Father had heard a heavily breathing man enter the confessional 
and fumble for a few moments, a small crumpled sheet was passed through 
the grill and into the old cleric’s hand.  It read: Two cans of beans, a quarter 
of ham, cans of coke, packet of fish fingers, eggs, bread rolls, toilet rolls, large 
coffee, soap, washing-up liquid. The priest studied the note for a puzzled 
minute or two, then silently passed the slip back. Suddenly, there came an 
agonized shout from beyond the veil: “Heaven help me, I’ve left my sins in 
Sainsbury’s” 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the 
Sunday readings.      
Love is the fundamental requirement 
Eastertide is a time for us as couples 
to celebrate the reality of our love as 
being a reflection of the presence of 
God, who IS Love. It is a time for us to 
recognise more readily the risen Lord 
is alive in us, with us, and present in 
the many and various ways we try to 
share our love.  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week, Meldon class, our youngest children, went on a 
train trip as part of their topic on transport. I am constantly 
amazed by the energy of the teachers who take the children 
out of the school environment in order to enrich their learning. 
Every trip has to be justified as an enhancement of the work 
done in school and comprehensive risk assessments are 
carried out, both by the school and the place being visited, to 
ensure the trips are safe and enjoyable for all concerned. 
Miss Slack checks these assessments and adds anything 
she thinks needs adding - this time it was an instruction that 
no-one was to agree to buy a school guinea pig from the farm 
(although I feel that one would fit in her office better than a 
reading dog would in mine.) However, I still think that a steam 
train trip to the rare breeds farm at Totnes and back again 
with twenty-four three to five year olds is not for the faint 
hearted. And, it nearly didn't happen, as the coach which had 
been booked to take them to the station arrived very late and 
they only just caught the train in time - imagine the 
disappointment if they had all had to trudge back to their 
classroom if it hadn't turned up at all! 
Fernworthy were also out of their classroom experiencing 
Anglo-Saxon life with help of the Abbey Education 
Department. They even learnt how to make bread to an 
authentic Anglo-Saxon recipe which they then cooked in the 
oven in the woodland area. Apart from the fact that our oven 
has a temperature gauge on it, this was quite an authentic 
way to cook the bread as well and, although they had slightly 
burnt bottoms, the resulting rolls were deemed to be very 
edible and quite tasty. The week before, the oven had been 
used to make delicious pizzas by the year sixes so staff are 
clearly getting the hang of baking in it. The Education 
Department are particularly skilled in its use and an offer of 
one of their pizzas is not to be turned down without careful 
consideration! 
The teachers can now take a well-earned break before re-
grouping for the final push towards the summer holidays. 
 
 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally 
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday June 16th 2019 8 – 17 years 
Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; 
bouncy castle; gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.Youth 
Mass with Bishop Mark. Contact Patrick on 01837 
851438 or 07880 734088  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Crediton in celebration 
of St Boniface on Sunday 9th June  
Beginning at 3pm with sung Evensong at the Anglican 
Parish Church of Holy Cross, Church Lane followed by 
a procession to the statue of St Boniface in 
Newcombes Meadow and then to the National Shrine 
of St Boniface, Park Road.  The pilgrimage concludes 
with Solemn Benediction at approximately 4.30pm in 
St Boniface church adjoining the Shrine followed by 
light refreshments. 

 

PENTECOST PRAISE TEA PARTY 
Come along to celebrate the Church's birthday with 
joyful praise and good cake! All the family are very 
welcome. 

Sunday,  9th June 2.30 - 4pm 
St.  Boniface House, Ashburton, TQ13 7JJ 

 
 It would be very helpful to have an idea of numbers, so 
if you plan to come, please send an email to 
info@swccr.org.uk  

“Let us ask the Lord for him to free us of efficiency-ism, of worldliness, of the subtle temptation to worship ourselves 
and our abilities,” Francis said. “The right path through the Word of God is humility, communion, renunciation.” 
“Jesus does not want the Church to be a perfect model that takes pleasure in being organized and able to defend its 
good name,” Francis said. “Jesus did not live like this, but always on the road, without fear of the challenges life posed.” 
The pope’s comments came during the opening of a General Assembly of Caritas Internationalis, an umbrella group 
for Catholic charitable organizations around the world. 
Francis said Jesus avoided giving clear instructions, and the fact that this was seen as a problem by his followers is a 
sign of “efficiency-ism,” of the Church thinking that “it is doing well if it has everything under control, if lives are without 
complications with an agenda in order.” 
The Gospels, the pontiff says, have to be the Church’s program, keeping in mind that God doesn’t send “answers” but 
the Holy Spirit, and that the third person of the Trinity doesn’t “bring an agenda” but instead comes as fire. 
Faith, Francis continued, is not a “ready-made” recipe, but a path that has to be traveled together “with a spirit of trust.” 
Quoting the book of Acts, he then said that there are three essential elements for the Church to follow in this path: “the 
humility of listening, the charism of the whole and the courage of renunciation.”   Full article: www.cruxnow.com  


