
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

2nd June, 2019 Seventh Sunday of Easter Readings p. 281 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Gabrielle  Myhill; Stephan Kwidzinski; Thomas Stuart; Vera Hubbard; Ernest Minns; 
Dom Aloysius Coles; Dom Ernest Graf; Mary Lock; Margaret Ballenden;  

Seamus McNally; Joseph Hauff; Hilda Hext; Hermione Fothergill; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Ugandan Martyrs 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday St. Boniface 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday Eastertide 
Saturday Eastertide 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £60.95 £10.00 £69.30 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £315.12 £68.08 £37.45 £234.80 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £6.80 £25.00 £0.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.30 £56.12 £30.00 £25.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £13.00 £42.00 £33.00 £10.00 

   £50.30   £68.70 
Thank you for your donations to the Mission Appeal, which came to £513.25 including gift aid. 

Jo Boyce 
Unplugged Concert 

6.30 – 8.30, 
Friday 12th July 

St. Joseph’s Church Hall 
Queen Street, 
Newton Abbot 

TQ12 2ET 
Tickets in advance £3 
each; under 12s FREE. 
Contact Peter Farrell 

01626 369478 
petane@outlook.com 

Joy Boyce will be leading a 
Music and Liturgy Workshop, 
11.45 a.m. – 4.15 p.m. 
Saturday 13th July in St. 
Joseph’s Church Hall, Newton 
Abbot TQ12 2ET. 
The 6 p.m. Mass that evening 
will incorporate some music 
from the workshop.  Free 
places for the workshop can be 
booked through Peter Farrell 
on 01626 369478 or 
petane@outlook.com  

53rd Celebration of  
World Communications Day 

Sunday 2 June 2019 
 
On this day, Catholics are encouraged to 
pray for all those professionals who work 
in Communications, and particularly for 
those who are responsible for 
communicating on behalf of the Catholic 
Church in this country. Prayer cards for 
this purpose are available in all the 
churches of the parish. 
The communications office of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales supports the bishops, in their 
witness and engagement with current 
issues, and the Church more widely in 
promoting the Gospel through digital, 
social, print and broadcast media. The 
office is the central point for media 
enquiries and is a key resource for 
national and international media 
professionals. It also plays an important 
role in developing the public profile of the 
Church through word and image.  
There is a second collection today to fund 
this important work. 

 
 

In September Douglas Newton K.C.H.S. Abbey Sidesman accompanied by 
his eldest son Bradley; return to Ethiopia for 3 weeks. This will be his 5th 
visit to the Horn of Africa. 
Ethiopian reports show that over 150,000 people live on streets of which 
most are children. Out of this Addis Ababa is estimated to host around 
60,000. (It’s believed these figures to be underestimated) HIV/AIDS has 
already orphaned over one million children in Ethiopia. Douglas & Bradley 
will be distributing medical supplies, clothing and educational aids to 
feeding stations, schools and churches. 
They will visit Addis Ababa, the Entoto Hills, Bahir Dar, the source of the 
Blue Nile, Gondar, Axum, Lalibela, Dire Dawa, Awadai, (infamous for the 
trade of Khat [drugs] to Yemen and Saudi Arabia) Babile, Adwa, Yeha and 
the ancient Muslim walled city of Harar in the east of the country; where 
they will be domiciled in the Muslim Jugol visiting the leper village. Their 
travels will take them to the Somali Ogaden Desert and close to the Eritrean 
and Somali borders.  
They will also visit the Harari, Haweia and Agorba tribal villages, intending 
to support in some small way children and adults (some of whom are lepers) 
who would otherwise be left abandoned and homeless. Anyone wishing to 
financially support, may do so by speaking to Douglas at coffee in 
Southgate after Sunday Mass. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUN TO THE SON:  
Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd June, Buckfast Abbey.  

 

Booking forms and more detail available online at 
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s parish office on 01752-701660 if you have any 
questions. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
At the taxi rank outside Glasgow’s central station, I 
asked the driver to take me to my hotel.  I jumped in 
the back seat and we set off.  A few minutes into our 
journey I saw a rather impressive piece of 
architecture.  Not knowing what the building was, I 
leant forward and tapped the driver on the shoulder to 
get his attention.  The driver suddenly screamed, 
swerved the taxi, narrowly missed a bus and drove on 
to the pavement, stopping just before he hit a shop 
window. 
‘I’m so sorry!’ I gasped. ‘I didn’t realise a tap on the 
shoulder would scare you!’ 
‘It’s my fault,’ the taxi driver sighed. ‘You see, today is 
my first day driving a taxi – I’ve driven a hearse for the 
last 25 years and when I felt the tap, I thought…’  
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings.      
Open to receive  
‘That the love with which you loved me may be in them 
and so that I may be in them’ – the prayer of Jesus 
before returning to the Father. God made us to be 
channels of His love – wife to husband, vice versa, 
parents to children. Our openness to His love enables 
it to flow out through us to others. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Sometimes, when I try to write things for the newsletter, I 
worry that I am repeating myself so I look back over previous 
weeks or even this-time-last-year editions, just to check what 
I have said before and maybe find a little inspiration as to 
what to report this week. This week I was struggling so I 
looked back over the archives. I was more than a little 
stunned to see that I have been doing this for nigh on five 
years!!!! This raises a couple of questions – firstly - where did 
all that time go? And secondly - how on earth have I 
managed to come up with something nearly every week? 
Okay, I have occasionally forgotten what day it was and 
completely missed the Saturday deadline and sometimes Fr 
Francis gives me the week off but, wow, all that trivia!!! 
(Hmm, just thought, hats off to the Editor too – he has been 
producing these letters even longer than I have been a 
“columnist”!) 
Anyway, back to the here and now. We will be hoping for 
good weather next week as, on Monday, we will be holding 
the “Blessing and Official Opening” of our Well-being Garden 
which the Abbey Gardens’ Department have been working 
on for many weeks now. It looks very inviting and it is 
intended for use by those, both young and old, who would 
like a little quiet time at break and lunch time. I am pretty sure 
that it will bring pleasure to many people and fulfill the wish 
of the Buswell family to provide this special space for the 
children and who have kindly made a donation towards its 
costs in memory of their late wife and mother. 

 
Part of the wellbeing garden under construction 

Also next week, swimming lessons start for the older children 
with extra sessions for those beginners who could do with a 
boost to get them swimming this summer. Let’s hope for a 
heatwave from Monday then. On Friday, Venford class will 
be off on a trip to Dawlish Warren as part of their next topic 
“All creatures great and small”. It is a trip the then pupils in 
Venford made a couple of years ago, so the staff will be fully 
prepared for the pond dipping, bug hunting and beach 
combing but it will all be new to the children. So, on Friday, if 
the weather could be a little overcast but dry and warm, that 
would be perfect conditions for that. Oh and we’d like good 
weather for the week after as the children start practising in 
earnest for Sports Day.  
Well, we can hope but we will always have a plan B ready, 
after all, this is British summer weather we are talking about! 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally 
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday June 16th 2019 8 – 17 years 
Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; 
bouncy castle; gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.Youth 
Mass with Bishop Mark. Contact Patrick on 01837 
851438 or 07880 734088  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Crediton in celebration 
of St Boniface on Sunday 9th June  
Beginning at 3pm with sung Evensong at the Anglican 
Parish Church of Holy Cross, Church Lane followed by 
a procession to the statue of St Boniface in 
Newcombes Meadow and then to the National Shrine 
of St Boniface, Park Road.  The pilgrimage concludes 
with Solemn Benediction at approximately 4.30pm in 
St Boniface church adjoining the Shrine followed by 
light refreshments. 

 

PENTECOST PRAISE TEA PARTY 
All the family are very welcome. Sunday,  9th June 2.30 - 
4pm. St.  Boniface House, Ashburton, TQ13 7JJ 
Please tell us you’re coming: info@swccr.org.uk  

The Feast of Corpus Christi 
Before he stood down as Administrator, Abbot David 
cancelled the Corpus Christi procession for this year.  
This gives us the opportunity to ponder what, if 
anything, we might do in the future.  Thoughts for 
future years are at present turning to having a shorter 
1030 Mass ending with a simpler procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament, returning to the Abbey church to 
end with Benediction.  Fr. Francis would welcome 
your ideas and suggestions for lovely ways to mark 
this wonderful feast. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 


