
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

16th June, 2019 Most Holy Trinity Readings p.81  

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Bernard Petre; Lucy Gibson; Joseph McElroy; Dom Robert Smith; Denis Pope;  
John Walsh; Henry Cavalier; Mary Stones; Rosamund Carus; Grace Retallack;  

Francis Hasslacher; John Heurtley; Bessie Brook; Rosemary Reynolds; Frances Hale; 
Francis Cawley; Dorothy Modley; Maureen  Grassby; Victor Ely; Stanislaw Marshall; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Romuald 
Thursday St. Alban 

Friday St. Aloysius Gonzaga 
Saturday Ss. John Fisher & 

Thomas More 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 
Day for Life is the day in the Catholic 
Church’s year dedicated to celebrating 
and upholding the dignity of human life.  
There will be a second collection this 
weekend for this cause. 
Donations assist the work of the 
Anscombe Bioethics Centre and other 
life-related activities supported by the 
Church http://www.dayforlife.org/ 
Read about the work of the Anscombe 
Bioethics Centre at 
 http://www.bioethics.org.uk/  

Buckfast Abbey Youth Group. 
Are you aged between 15 and 20 and looking for a way to develop your 
catholic faith? Or do you know someone who is? 
Buckfast Abbey is starting a youth group with the aim of giving young 
people the opportunity to explore aspects of their faith, through various 
mediums while, hopefully, having some fun in the process. The first meeting 
is to take place on Friday 28th June at 7pm until 8.30pm in the Parish rooms 
within the Abbey complex where there will be an introduction to the group, 
some taster group discussions and an opportunity for attendees to feed 
back on the session and make suggestions for future gatherings. To 
register interest or for further information please speak to Mike Smith, 
Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith or Pete Smith after Sunday Mass or email: 
petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £61.67 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £245.78 £33.08 

Second £15.02  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £24.92 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £41.85 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.00 £35.00 

Added value through gift aid   £35.50 
 

Independent Visitor volunteers wanted to support  
young people who are in care in Devon 

National Youth Advocacy Service (NYAS) 
An Independent Visitor provides support and friendship to a young person 
in care. This involves establishing a long term supportive relationship where 
the young person will have the opportunity to build confidence and trust, 
have fun, try new things, and hopefully have a better life now and in the 
future. 
You do not need any special qualifications, but we are looking for thoughtful, 
reliable, dedicated, fun people of all ages who are comfortable with 
befriending and being a good role model for a child or young person who 
may have experienced difficult times during their childhood.  
We ask that you are able to commit to a few hours once per month for a 
minimum of 2 years.  This is a worthwhile opportunity where you will make 
a positive difference to the life of a vulnerable young person, become part 
of a leading national children’s charity, gain valuable experience, meet new 
people and have fun! 
An interview and selection process including an enhanced DBS check and 
references are required for this role. 
Contact Simon Heyes 07767 168481 simon.heyes@nyas.net  

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
One day a little girl was sitting watching 
her mother do the dishes.  She noticed 
some white hairs among her mother’s 
brunette mane and asked, “Why are some 
of your hairs white, Mummy?” 
Her Mum replied, “Well, every time you do 
something wrong or make me unhappy, 
one of my hairs turns white.” 
After a moment, the little girl replied, 
“Mummy, how come all Grandma’s hairs 
are white?  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ve decided to strengthen the focus of the Abbey  
website on the life and work of the monks, especially in our 
revamped section for people interested in joining the  
monastery. Michael Davies is using his great skill as a  
photographer to help us. Many thanks to him and to those of you who have been willing to appear in the shots.  We 
thought you might like a preview of some of the photos:  

    

    

            

         

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings.      

Called to ‘mirror’ God 
One way we ‘mirror’ the love of the Trinity is by 
becoming pro-creators with God of new life – our 
children, bringing new life to our own relationship! As 
we accept astonishing responsibility, we receive 
amazing blessings!  The Gospel ends: “the love of 
God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, which has been given to us.”     

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The weather has not been kind to us this week and, indeed, our Sports Day, which was due to be held on Friday, has 
been postponed until next week. As it happened, at the hour the event should have taken place, the sun was shining 
and it was starting to be a lovely afternoon but, unfortunately, there is a fair amount of preparation work that needs to 
happen, not least the marking out of the running track. The poor gentleman trying to do this had to come back several 
times to try to lay out the oval rings for the longer races but his determination paid off and he finished at just about the 
time the first race should have started. He did warn me that, in order to mark the start lines for the relay races in the 
correct places, the children would have to run clockwise around the track but we agreed that as long as they weren't 
going to be taking part in the Olympics any time soon, we would get away with it. 
Other events, that did take place were Bikeability (modern day cycling proficiency) with over twenty children gaining 
either the level one or two award and all got at least a little bit wet whilst doing so. Also, our swimming sessions 
continued - a couple of the children did start to go blue but, I am told, this was more to do with the wind chill factor 
than the swimming itself. But a warm jumper and warm meal soon sorted that out. There were extra sessions all week 
for some children who needed a little additional tuition. Mrs Freeborn, who was leading the sessions, did say one 
morning as we looked at the torrential rain, that she had been going to teach backstroke to build the confidence of the 
children who don't like their faces in the water but we decided in the weather conditions that could be a bit of a moot 
point. 
We did finish the week with a non-weather-related cake sale which was run by one of our Year 6 children as part of 
her Civic Award. She was raising funds for Parkinson's UK and had a tidy amount over £60 to show for her efforts.  
Next week, it being June, there are many more outdoor activities planned, hopefully we shall get through them without 
the need for flippers! 

Due to bad weather, this is postponed till September: 
Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally 

St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 
Sunday June 16th 2019  

 Contact Patrick on 01837 851438 or 07880 734088  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

 


