
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

30th June, 2019 Saints Peter and Paul Readings p.180 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Aldyth Perse; Gertrude Reavey; Gwendoline Laity; Charles Eugster; Ethel Desmond;  
John Roberts; Annie Lowe; Mary Parnell; Olive Parr; Stephen Hunt; Nora Mack;  

Dom John Baptist Archer; Jennifer Baker; Charles Hale; Shirley Fidock; Mary Halle;  
T. Bergess; Louisa Patterson; Mildred Hendry; John Beard; Nellie Board;  

Dorothy Eugster; Frances Fox; 
May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Our time together is limited; take every opportunity to love 
We are called by God like Peter and Paul.  In our case it is to grow in love 
and unity but, like them, our present life will end, so it’s important to take 
every opportunity to love. When we experience a distance between us, it is 
not time for blame or self-pity but time for listening and understanding. 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Thomas, Apostle 
Thursday Chideock Martyrs 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Buckfast Abbey Youth Group. 
The newly formed Youth Group had a very positive first 
meeting on Friday which saw some enthusiastic 
youngsters discussing how they view the roles of 
women in the Church and recounting their own 
experiences of church life.  The young people have 
given some fantastic ideas about how they would like 
the group to develop and move forward, so watch this 
space!   
If you are between 14 and 20, or know anyone who is, 
and would be interested in joining us for our next meeting, then please make 
contact at petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk  

Our worshipping community in Ashburton 
had the wonderful blessing of witnessing 
the First Holy Communion of Kacper and 
Patryk last Sunday.  It was a great joy to 
welcome their family and friends to share 
in the celebration.  Like all special events 
in the lives of Christians, these are 
moments of significance and joy for the 
whole community and not just for the 
individuals concerned.  As we saw the 
boys, so smart and happy, our minds 
travelled back to our own First Holy 
Communion and pondered the blessings 
we’ve received from that day to this from 
receiving the Body of the Lord.  We gave 
thanks that we have found the grace to 
persevere in the faith that Jesus truly is 
with us, and prayed that Kacper and 
Patryk will be open to this source of 
courage and strength for the rest of their 
lives. 
We rejoiced, too, that we are now in 
greater communion with the two lads; 
that together we share in the Breaking of 
Bread; and we pray that this will keep us 
always close, one in mind and heart  

There will be a 
second collection at 
Masses this weekend 
for Peter’s Pence. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £53.69 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £277.02 £43.08 

Second £14.35  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £26.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £40.00 £43.17 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.00 £15.00 

Added value through gift aid   £35.31 
 

                 

Some of the delights on offer at the parish 
celebration.  Thank you to everyone who 
prepared these, and to all who helped make 
it such a happy occasion. 

On the right is the traditional Polish First Communion cake at the family celebration.  The inscription reads: “For the day 
of the first Holy Communion of Kacper and Patryk  ‘The Lord Jesus is coming, he is knocking at my door’” (words from a 
well-loved hymn.) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

I think it is safe to assume (although it is the office policy at St Mary's to never assume anything) that the children, and 
the staff who went with them, will be sleeping soundly this weekend following Burrator's Activities and Residential 
Week. They started the week with a morning of First Aid training followed by an afternoon of wicker weaving, creating 
amazing dragonfly models. The next day, children from St John's, Dartmouth joined them for a Kwik Cricket 
competition. On Wednesday they arrived at school with their bags packed for two nights in Grangehurst, one of the 
Abbey houses which we are kindly allowed to use for the week. At least one child came with a bag that they could 
have easily lived in for a month, never mind only lived out of for three days! Their first challenge is always to transport 
their own belongings from school to Grangehurst. Fortunately for them, the advent of bags on wheels make this a 
much less arduous task than it was in the past. Over the next couple of days, they take part in activities which are set 
not only to challenge but also to exhaust them in the hope that they will fall asleep quickly each night. I'm not sure 
how successful this is, but I know Miss Slack always manages to catch up on her emails as she supervises the 
corridors outside the rooms before the last child succumbs to sleep. This year they went to Exeter for an afternoon of 
raft building and paddle boarding, to Stover for a nature walk and Dartington for a session on the high ropes in the 
trees. 

By Friday when all energy was spent, the manager of the Grange, Mark Bradley, had 
very kindly put in an immense amount of work to arrange a more sedentary activity, 
a bake off competition, complete with marquee. The final challenge was to get into 
teams to decorate gingerbread houses. Miss Slack reported that this kept the children 
enthralled for over an hour and a half without a single falling out amongst them. You 
can see from the picture of the winning house that, not only is it a very appetising 
structure, but also the children were possibly too tired even to pinch a chocolate 
button off their entries as all adornments are still in place. 
Next week the series of induction days start at the new schools for the Year 6  

children - the next phase in their lives beckons - but this past week will hopefully have given them some memories to 
last a lifetime. 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with  
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
There was once a very rich man who became ill and needed an operation.  Before he went in to hospital, he said to his 
wife, “If things don’t go as planned and I don’t survive, I want you to bury all my wealth with me.”  His wife, who was 
rather a quiet soul, dutifully agreed.  Sadly, the man didn’t survive the operation.  After a few days, the time came for 
his funeral.  The kind of friends a rich man always has duly gathered.  Things took their course and at last, the man’s 
wife was left with just a close friend at the graveside.  She was surprised to see the wife’s lips curl at the end into the 
beginnings of a smile. 
Alarmed, the friend wondered if she was alright; after all she’d just buried her husband and all his money.  “You did 
carry out his wishes, didn’t you?” she asked.  “O yes,” said the wife, “I wrote him a cheque and put it in the coffin…”   
 

Buckfast Abbey Children’s Book Festival 

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July 

Exciting event for all the family exploring all aspects of 
children’s books and reading. We will be welcoming a wide 
range of well-known authors and illustrators who produce 
books suitable for the whole family from tots to teens. Special 
feature of authors publishing Christian books with Lion 
Hudson (including Bob Hartman) and Bible stories brought to 
life by theatre group 4front theatre – please see the website 
for a list of who is attending 
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/education/family-events.   
There will be the chance to hear your favourite author, ask 
them questions and even get your book signed. Plus a LIVE 
Where’s Wally competition run in conjunction with Walker 
Books – come along and see if you can spot him! 
Performances, readings and workshops – all FREE 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The June draw took place last Thursday and the lucky 
winners are: 
1st Prize (£25)   No. 90 Mr. Tony Watts 
2nd Prize (£15)   No. 43 Name withheld 
3rd Prize (£10)   No. 19 Mr. Michael Hedges 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 49 Mr. Kevin Waterman 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 
or parish@buckfast.org.uk  

 

To all parishioners: 
Fr. Francis and the Monks invite you to a 

Barbecue and Hog Roast 
Friday 19th July, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

at the Abbey on the meadow by the river. 
Parents, be aware that the venue is very close to 
two water courses, so please consider carefully 
whether you feel it is suitable for young children.  
If they attend, they must be closely supervised at 
all times. 
If you intend to accept the invitation you must write by 
Friday 12th July to Karen Laidler at Buckfast Abbey, 
Buckfastleigh TQ11 OEE or email: 
klaidler@buckfast.org.uk  

 

The July edition of 
Catholic South West is 
now available in each 
church in the parish.  
These newspapers are 
free.  Please help 
yourself, and take copies 
for anyone who isn’t at 
church who you think 
might like one. 


