
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

7th July, 2019 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.105 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom Boniface Pedrick; Henrietta Stanton; Reginald Whately; Gertrude Wills;  
Dom Maurus Massé; Lilian Henle; Hilda Hext; Hermione Fothergill; Penny Messer;  

Br. Athanasius Haveron; Louisa Carus; Dr. Noel Delaney; Selina Dent; Arthur Carus; 
Abbot Leo Smith; William Turner; Garren Hensman; Irene Rowe; Dom Edward Beane; 

Dom Herluin Capelle; Arthur Conroy; Charles Berington; Sarah Noblet;  
Dom Maurice Nguyen Van-Danh; Derek Hedges; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Romance is at the core of our calling 
The theme of today’s readings is rejoicing.  Those who have had to be away 
from home know the thrill of returning – the hug, the kiss and perhaps making 
love.  But when every day is much like any other, we can lose the spark and 
we need to remember that romance is at the very core of our calling.  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Benedict, Patron of 

Europe 
Friday Feria 

Saturday St. Henry 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Buckfast Abbey Youth Group. 
The newly formed Youth Group had a very positive first 
meeting which saw some enthusiastic youngsters  
discussing how they view the roles of women in the  
Church and recounting their own experiences of  
church life.  The young people have given some  
fantastic ideas about how they would like the group  
to develop and move forward, so watch this space!   
If you are between 14 and 20, or know anyone who is, 
and would be interested in joining us for our next  
meeting, then please make contact at petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £68.45 £10.00 £43.45 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £265.81 £48.08 £72.95 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £8.35 £35.00 £3.56 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £52.50 £43.92 £23.52 £20.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £71.00 £38.00 £32.50 £5.00 

   £43.75   £8.75 
Thank you for your contributions to Peter’s Pence, which, with gift aid, amounted to £219.73 

Next week is Sea Sunday, when the 
Church prays for all those who live 
and work at sea.  
There will be a second collections for 
Stella Maris, Apostleship of the Sea, 
the official maritime welfare agency 
of the Catholic Church. 
It provides practical and spiritual 
support to seafarers visiting our ports.  
As it is dependent on voluntary 
donations, please give generously.  
For more information about its work, 
visit www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This short book is full of 
really good and highly  
reflections on being a Christian by Jerome Kodell, OSB, who was abbot of Subiaco Abbey in Arkansas for 25 years until 
2015.   From the back cover we have this description of the book: 
“One would expect an abbot to have words of wisdom from monks living in a monastery.  But could his musings be 
relevant for those living in a complicated and often harried world?  Yes, as readers will discover in this insightful 
collections.  In these essays – from “Coldhearted Orthodoxy” to “God’s DVD library,” from “The God of Hearsay” to “The 
Turtle on the Fencepost” – readers will think in new ways about prayer and the Christian life, about faith and trust.  Along 
the way, they will find in Jerome Kodell an abbot worthy of trust.” 
Here are some reviews: 
“Contrary to his title, we can trust Abbot Jerome to write lively, but still profound, essays on spiritual topics.  In addition 
to that, he is a serious Bible scholar who knows how to bring the Good Book to bear on contemporary life issues.  An 
ideal book for daily meditation” (Fr. Terrence Kardong OSB) 
“Kodell’s text supplies an easy-to-read set of reflections on key topics like hospitality, lectio divina, prayerful work, and 
silence as well as some rumination on common misconceptions surrounding monastic life. Overall this little anthology 
would be an asset to any collection of contemporary light spiritual reading.” (Catholic Studies) 
“Since I'm a Benedictine oblate, this book naturally appealed to me. I thought, from the title, that it would be filled with 
funny stories. Instead, I found each short section to be reflective, insightful, and thought-provoking. I intend to purchase 
another copy eventually to be used in the prayer room at our church for people who are taking personal days of reflection. 
Each chapter is full of tidbits that can be used examine one's own life. Another book I'll be reading over and over again!”  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

On Thursday this week, we held our Enterprise Fete. This is a joint venture between the children in Burrator class 
and the Friends of St Mary's. FOSMS arrange things like a bouncy castle and tombolas and make it a social event 
for families to enjoy. Meanwhile, a couple of weeks ago, the children were each given a nice, crisp (and nowadays, 
quite slippery) £5 note and were then put into teams of four. They had to decide how to invest their money in order 
to create more. We do not run the venture as strictly as we might, as they should be pricing in things like envelopes 
and paper and other school resources to give them a real idea of costs and so on. Over the years, they have tried a 
number of things, from raffles to nail painting to charging for throwing wet sponges at staff (obviously, during the 
Fete, not at random times during the school day). Often the most profitable way is to run silent auctions with prizes 
donated by local businesses and the children who do this can sometimes be a bit smug that they have raised the 
most money. They are then a bit deflated when you point out that the children who are offering services like nail 
painting or making things to sell will be able to do that again tomorrow and the next day but they won't be able to 
continually ask for prizes to auction. Sustainability is not always at the top of their agenda! 
The other principle they struggle with is that it is teamwork and not a competition. It's the old "Together Everyone 
Achieves More" scenario which they only really start to understand when their money is pooled at the end and they 
get to decide collectively what to spend their profits on. It is usually a combination of a donation to charity and a treat 
for themselves. It is a great project for reaching so many life skills but I know it is always a relief for Miss Blackhall, 
the class teacher, when the event has been and gone - it is not easy directing a real life version of Dragons' Den 
meets The Apprentice! 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
Two little brothers, aged 8 & 10, were always getting into trouble.  Their mum heard that the local priest had been 
successful in teaching children to be good, so she asked if he would see her sons.  He agreed to see one in the morning 
and the other in the afternoon.   
The youngest went in the morning.  The priest was huge and had a booming voice.  He asked the boy sternly, “Where 
is God?”  They boy’s mouth dropped open; he couldn’t think what to say.  The priest repeated “Where is God?”  Again, 
the boy had no answer. 
So the priest raised his voice some more, shook his finger at the boy and bellowed, “Where is God!”  The boy screamed 
and bolted for the door.  He ran home and hid in the closet.  When his older brother found him, he asked “What 
happened?”  The younger one, gasping for breath, replied: “We’re in BIG trouble this time!  God is missing and they 
think we did it!” 

Buckfast Abbey Children’s Book Festival 

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July 

Exciting event for all the family exploring all aspects of 
children’s books and reading. We will be welcoming a wide 
range of well-known authors and illustrators who produce 
books suitable for the whole family from tots to teens. Special 
feature of authors publishing Christian books with Lion Hudson 
(including Bob Hartman) and Bible stories brought to life by 
theatre group 4front theatre – please see the website for a list 
of who is attending 
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/education/family-events.  There 
will be the chance to hear your favourite author, ask them 
questions and even get your book signed. Plus a LIVE 
Where’s Wally competition run in conjunction with Walker 
Books – come along and see if you can spot him! 
Performances, readings and workshops – all FREE 

 


