
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

14th July, 2019 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.108 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mabel Carrack; Hugh Symons; Alice Howard; Gladys Fennessy; Trixie Northcote;  
Peggy Mitchell; Francis Vaughan; John Harrington; Stephanie Litster; Meryl Trude; 

Maddie Page-Dove; Violet Thompson; Stanley Lane; Jean Hext; Mary Smyth;  
Edward Canon Burke; Francis Cahusac; Annie Mottram; Abbot Bruno Fehrenbacher; 

Frank Lock; David Williams; Colin Ford; Florence Mallins; Sheila Wakley;  
Harold Witt; John Cotter; Dom Dominic Maier;   

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Bonaventure 

Tuesday – 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Today is Sea Sunday, when the 
Church prays for all those who live 
and work at sea.  Without them we 
would not have most of the items we 
buy in the shops. Today’s second 
collection is for Stella Maris 
(Apostleship of the Sea), the Church’s 
official maritime welfare agency.  It 
supports seafarers both practically 
and spiritually.  This collection is vital 
to enable it to continue its work, so 
please give generously and remember 
seafarers in your prayers.  Thank you.  
For more information about its work, 
or to donate online, please visit 
www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk  
Films giving an insight into their work 
can be viewed at: 
https://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.
uk/aos-film  

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £62.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £340.93 £43.08 

Second £25.10  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £12.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £26.01 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £11.86 £36.00 

Added value through gift aid   £32.00 
 

 
St. German’s Priory 

Ecumenical Choral Evensong 
Friday 19th July at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Guest Preacher 
Bishop Nicholas Hudson 
Auxiliary in Westminster 

 

Guest Choir 
St. Eustachius Church, Tavistock 

Light refreshments to follow 
 

Location: Church St, St Germans, 
Saltash PL12 5NP 

Here’s a new date for this event! 
Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.  St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 
Sunday September 22nd 2019,  for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth Mass with Bishop Mark. See posters 
for details. Contact Patrick on 01837 851438 or 07880 734088 
 pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

 
If you have a stay in hospital 
and would like a priest to visit 
you, it is worth making a 
point of saying so to the nurse 
who admits you or getting 
someone to tell your Parish 
Priest.  Otherwise data 
protection rules may prevent 
the word getting through. 
Chaplaincy contacts: 
RD & E       01392 272815 
Derriford     01752 667433 
Torbay         01803 294142 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

I know I always say that it is busy in school but this week it would truly be a lot easier to tell you what didn't happen: it 
didn't rain. However Fr Francis likes me to share rather more than that about school daily life so here is what did happen 
(in no particular order) .... 
Meldon had a "Pirate Day" to celebrate the end of their topic. This included their teacher, Mrs Manley, sounding like her 
boots were filled with pieces of eight as she jingled along the corridor in full pirate attire. The children played water 
games, sang "yo ho ho and a bottle of rum" songs and generally had a great time looking for buried treasure and the 
like. Venford, Fernworthy and Burrator all visited the excellent Children's Book Festival organised by the Abbey 
Education Department (which continues until Sunday, by the way). The older children went swimming for their final 
session before the gala next week and, for the first time this year, it was actually warm and sunny!  
We were visited by the Shetland ponies again and the children who were the best at grooming and caring for the horses 
came away with rosettes to mark the achievement. The children in Burrator were visited by a young man who looked far 
too young, trendy and normal to be talking to them about parliament and who helped to build on the knowledge they had 
gained from a Parliament topic box which they had used earlier in the year. Our more senior choristers took their first 
singing exam, which involved much to-ing and fro-ing to Ashburton, and then went bowling to celebrate the occasion. 
We were also visited by five professionals - an Occupational Therapist, a health visitor, a specialist in autism and two 
school improvement partners, all supporting the school and children in different ways. The headteachers of the newly 
formed Cluster group from schools in our Multi-Academy Trust met with the headteacher at St Mary's. The latter, Miss 
Slack, also squeezed in meetings with parents to carry out an annual review and a member of staff for their annual 
appraisal and interviewed six candidates for two Teaching Assistant posts. She also met with our new Early Years 
teacher who joined us on Friday to lead our final induction session for the new children starting at St Mary's next term. 
They too visited the school this week and added to our numbers. 
We also produced and distributed the final copies of over ninety annual reports, oh, and let an engineer in to service our 
intruder alarm. 
..... And those are only the bits which we wrote down at the start of the week and were expecting to happen! 
Fortunately, there is only one more week to go before the end of term and then the pace will drop for a few weeks ..... 
hopefully!  

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Bandaging each other’s wounds   The Good Samaritan ‘went up and bandaged his wounds, pouring wine 
and oil on them’. On the journey of life we wound ourselves and each other by our words, actions and omissions: our 
angry words, the withdrawal of affection, the broken promise. Open, honest dialogue ‘oils’ intimacy and we bind up each 
other’s wounds by asking and granting forgiveness.   

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
One afternoon a little boy was playing outdoors.  He used his mother’s broom as  pretend horse and had a wonderful 
time until it was getting dark.  He left the broom on the back porch.  His mother was cleaning up the kitchen when she 
realized that her broom was missing.  She asked the little boy about the broom and he told her where it was.  She then 
asked him to please go and get it.  The little boy informed his mum that he was afraid of the dark and didn’t want to go 
out to get the broom.  His mother smiled and said, “The Lord is out there too, so don’t be afraid.”  The little boy opened 
the back door a little and said “Lord, if you’re out there, hand me the broom.” 
 

If you ever find yourself driving along the solitary roads of the far West region of New South Wales in Australia, you might 
run into a man. He will be driving a car with a camper-trailer, and his lone companion will be a fluffy little dog (it answers 
to “Molly”); there will also be the sound of bagpipes or country music blasting from the radio. You have just come into 
contact with Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green. 
The Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes is unique for many reasons, one of which is the fact that geographically speaking, it’s 
the largest diocese with neither a coastline nor a city with more than 20,000 people. Just to give an idea, it’s the size of 
France.   As large as it is, it’s far from being the most populous diocese in the world: There are 105,000 people in the 
region covered by Macbeth-Green, only 30,000 of whom are Catholics. 
Having seen more than his fair share of pain working as a police chaplain, Macbeth-Green has a very particular sense of 
“quirky humor”: He has a belly laugh that can wake the dead and lacks some of the political correctness that many leaders 
cling to nowadays.  “Life is too short … humor is of utter importance,” he said. “The problems of the world, the problems 
of the Church, they are many. But you cannot forget about the Joy of the Gospel. It’s not the Sadness of the Gospel!”  “If 
there’s something funny, why not laugh about it?” he insisted. “It doesn’t mean you’re irreverent, it means that you can 
laugh at yourself and with others. People are people, and everyone needs a laugh.” 
“If you don’t find something each day that makes you smile, even if it’s a butterfly, something that gives you some real 
joy, you have a spiritual problem,” he said. “You get into the vortex of doom and gloom, and everyone around you will get 
sucked into it.”  “But a bishop, as a leader of the Church, is a minister of hope and the joy of Jesus Christ in the middle of 
whatever,” he said. 
Despite the fun amidst the challenges, Macbeth-Green is more than just the bagpipe playing bishop. Every week, he 
uploads a five-minute homily for people to download and see in community on Sunday and afterwards a minister gives 
Communion, the closest thing to weekly Mass most people get in this diocese. The diocese has youth groups, despite 
the fact that sometimes Catholic young people can be hours away from one another, and they also provide yearly spiritual 
retreats for them.  In addition, there’s the School of the Air, a catechetical program delivered through the internet, a 
ministry that also includes a series of videos that children see in schools.  So it is a challenge, but it has its perks.  “But 
everyone knows who the bishop is,” he said. “When the children see me arrive, they all ask if I brought Molly, the bagpipe 
and the violin.”  Full article: www.cruxnow.com  


