
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

21st July, 2019 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.111 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Florence Keen; Norman Devonport; John Mallins; Abbot Leander Lemoine;  
Rowena Carpenter; Rev. Alexandre Dodard; Gertrude Cahusac; Eduard Bandwiski; 

William Swindell; Elizabeth Bailey;   
 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Mary Magdalene 
Tuesday St. Bridget of Sweden 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. James 

Friday Ss.Joachim & Anne 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

If you have a stay in hospital and would like a 
priest to visit you, it is worth making a point 
of saying so to the nurse who admits you or 
getting someone to tell your Parish Priest.  
Otherwise data protection rules may prevent 
the word getting through. 
Chaplaincy contacts: 
 
RD & E       01392 272815 
Derriford     01752 667433 
Torbay         01803 294142 

Thank you to Sr. Catherine for sharing this wisdom of the 20th 
Century spiritual writer, John Main, with us.  It appears in the book 
Silence and Stillness in Every Season 
“Ideals are so dangerous for all of us.  There are so many who 
want to talk about prayer or read books on prayer or attend courses 
on prayer.  But Saint Benedict advised us to say as little about 
prayer as possible - the monk who wants to pray has simply to 
enter into prayer. Because of this, monasteries have so much to 
offer the world as places where the turning to Christ, the 
conversion to Christ, is the clear basis of everything that is done in 
them. It is not that the monks are supermen but that they have 
organised their lives with an utterly clear priority. In their 
conversion they turn from themselves to their brethren in the 
community, to Christ in prayer and to God in Christ. This is the 
clear Benedictine tradition and when it is fully alive in a hearts of 
men and women, it has the power to convert, to turn to Christ, all 
who come under its influence.” 

If any Catholic who has received 
their First Holy Communion 
would like to serve on the altar 
on a regular basis at the 1030 
Mass in the Abbey on Sundays, 
please get in touch with Fr. 
Francis 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £64.90 £10.00 £64.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £248.28 £43.08 £7.95 £115.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £22.35 £30.00 £11.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.60 £34.12 £13.10 £26.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.00 £40.00 £39.50 £32.00 

   £39.30   £44.50 
So, thank you for the collection for the Apostleship of the Sea which, with gift aid, raised £358.55 

Following on from the successful launch of the Buckfast 

Abbey Youth Group, the next meeting has been scheduled 

for 7:00 - 8:30 on Friday 26th July at the Parish Room at the 
Abbey (contact us for directions!).   
Aged between 14 and 20? Come 
and join us! New faces are always 
welcome!  On the menu this time 
are a movie, pizza and light  
discussion.  Come and enjoy! 
For more information or to  
tell us you’ll be coming,  
please contact the team at petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 

We finished the term this week with our traditional Leavers' Mass and Leavers' Assembly. The former is the service where 
we give thanks for the children's time at St Mary's and offer prayers for their wellbeing in the months and years to come. 
Fr Christopher, who is our School Chaplain, led the service and our Choristers, some of whom are leaving us, sang for 
us. After the service, the Year 6 children and their families were able to enjoy refreshments together - including the 
delicious cake which the staff at the Abbey Conference Centre had baked and decorated with our school logo for us. 
The Leavers' Assembly is a less formal affair when the children in Burrator get the chance to perform their Play in a Day 
which this year was "Greece Lightning". As you can probably guess from the title, it has a tenuous link to their learning! 
The children had a very enjoyable day earlier in the term learning the songs and putting together a script which Miss 
Blackhall and her team in Burrator spent a few days "polishing" before the final performance for families. Awards for the 
many achievements over their time in school are presented to the Year 6 children and awards such as Pupil of the Term 
are made to children in the other classes. This year many of the children received awards from CPRE Devon for entries 
in their recent competition about why our countryside is so important and which are our favourite places. The school also 
won a prize of £200 as overall winner in the competition! 
Some years we are able to hold these two important events on separate days which allows a little more preparation time 
for each - for example, getting the chairs set out in the Hall, the service sheets ready, getting the awards organised for 
presenting. Unfortunately, this year was not one of them and we held the Mass before and the Assembly after lunch. This 
means it is an exceptionally busy day for Miss Slack who, at front of house, glides along like a swan, but who is, behind 
the scenes, paddling furiously to ensure everyone gets the time, attention and praise they deserve. The turnaround of 
getting the Hall ready after the children have had lunch is particularly tight and, this year, there was the added complication 
of peas ... peas for lunch which had seemingly all made a break for freedom across the Hall floor. If you have ever had to 
try to sweep up peas in a hurry, you will know that they do not co-operate and tend to stick to brush or floor, or both, in a 
stubborn attempt to avoid capture. Consequently, Miss Slack has decreed that, henceforth, no matter what their nutritional 
value may be, peas will not be served for lunch on the last day of term! 
And so another year at St Mary's comes to an end. Time for a little rest and relaxation before learning resumes in 
September. 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Choosing ‘the better part’ is listening 
The Gospel relates the different ways Martha and Mary 
behaved.  We too can fall into such patterns of behaviour. 
It’s human nature to “worry and fret over so many things”.  
Today’s Scripture calls us to really listen, then, like Mary, 
we can choose “the better part”. Let us recommit today to 
deepening our level of listening in our marriage. 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of the grocery shop.  As he waited, a man came along and asked 
him, “Can you tell me where the post office is?”  The little boy replied, “Just go straight down this street and turn to your 
right.”  The man thanked the boy kindly and said, “I’m the new parish priest here; perhaps your mum could bring you to 
church on Sunday…I’ll show you how to get to Heaven.” 
The little boy chuckled and replied, “Don’t be silly; you don’t even know the way to the post office!” 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday September 22nd 2019,   
for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; bouncy 
castle; gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth Mass with 
Bishop Mark. See posters for details. 01837 851438 or 
07880 734088 or  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

Drivers using a pioneering app to gather information on modern slavery in hand car washes made more than 900 
reports of potential cases over a five-month period, according to research published today. 
The Safe Car Wash app, which allows drivers to respond to a check list of key factors that may suggest modern slavery 
or labour exploitation in hand car washes, has been downloaded 8,225 times since its launch by the Church of England 
and the Catholic Church in England and Wales last year. 
Between June and December 2018 there were 2271 completed entries using the app, with 41 per cent, or 930 reports, 
where after responding to a number of questions, users were told there was a likelihood of modern slavery at the hand 
car wash. They were then asked to call the Modern Slavery Helpline and their anonymised findings were shared in real 
time with police and the Gangmasters’ and Labour Abuse Authority.  
Analysis by the University of Nottingham’s Rights Lab in a new policy report released today showed that nearly half of 
reports, or 48 per cent, commented that workers did not have access to suitable protective clothing such as gloves or 
boots, despite many hand car washes typically requiring their workers to use potentially harmful chemicals such as 
hydrochloric acid. 
A large majority of responses, 80 per cent, said that the car wash had a cash only policy. Nearly one in 10, or 8 per 
cent, of reports logged that children were working on site, and 17 per cent of users identified fearful looking workers. 
The app asked drivers to look out for nearby caravans, containers, mattresses and bedding as evidence of workers 
living on site. A total of 14 per cent of reports suggested that workers were living on the car wash site. 
The app was launched last year by The Clewer Initiative, the Church of England’s campaign against modern slavery, 
and the Santa Marta Group, the Catholic Church’s anti-slavery project, with support from anti-slavery campaigners and 
other key agencies, including the police and councils. 
Visit the website for more news and information on modern slavery:  http://santamartagroup.com/ 
 


