
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This weekend, we will have 
one of our regular second 
collections for the Parish Syria 
Appeal. 

 
People gather at the scene of a car bomb 
explosion outside a church in the 
predominantly-Kurdish city of Qamishli in 
northeast Syria on July 11, 2019. (AFP 
Photo) 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th August, 2019 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.117 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Abbot Boniface Natter; Mark Whileblood; Vikki Scott-Maddocks; Georgina Raby;  
Lucy Voisey; Clare Joy; Edward Beresford; Stefan Derda; Clifford Grute;  

Reginald Seaton; Winifred Scott; Philip Bridge; Eileen Nolan; Leonard Carroll;  
Jack Fidock; Christina Roberts; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

 Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Transfiguration  

of the Lord 
Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Dominic 

Friday St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross 

Saturday St. Laurence 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £77.95 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £292.58 £48.08 

Second £26.00  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £31.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £26.50 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £33.00 £53.10 

Added value through gift aid   £43.78 
 

 
The Summer 2019 newsletter of the 
Plymouth Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Society is now available 
in each church in the parish. 
Please take a copy and read how 
much is offered and achieved by this 
important Catholic charity in our 
Diocese, both by supporting families 
in crisis and providing advice and 
mentoring on parenting skills which, 
any teacher will tell you, are such a 
powerful way of improving children’s 
educational achievement 

As a parish, let’s offer our 
congratulations to Alison Gagg and 
the Abbey’s Education Department 
she leads for the extraordinary 
success of the Children’s Book Fair.  
Those of you who were able to visit it 
will know how wonderful it was to see 
so many children finding obvious joy 
in reading and in meeting their 
favourite authors. 
I was delighted to learn that our 
Member of Parliament, Rt. Hon. Mel 
Stride MP, took the time to write to 
Alison to congratulate her on 
engaging children with books in such 
a fantastic way.  I am really grateful to 
Alison and her team for enhancing the 
Abbey’s reputation in this way. 

 

Job Vacancy: Families Support Worker for 
 Breakthrough Transformation Trust. 
37.5 hours per week (Part-time hours may 
 be a possibility); Term- time only (38  
weeks).  Rate of Pay Band 4 £18,525 –  
£24,500 (pro rata) Actual Salary: £15,172 – 
£20,066 
You will need to have the excellent  
interpersonal skills to build a strong  
relationship of trust between Breakthrough 
and our students and their families providing practical and emotional support to 
them which will include organising and carrying out home visits to Breakthrough 
families at regular intervals. 
You will also be required to work alongside our students and attend Child in Need, 
Child Protection and Review meetings on occasion.  You will share responsibility 
for an identified caseload and will be able to track progress and evaluate 
outcomes. 
More info: contact Amanda Grant at recruitment@tborg.org  or on 01626 911456. 
Website https://www.breakthroughtransformationtrust.org  
Head Office  |  Cannamore House, Avonwick, South Brent, Devon, TQ10 9HA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 
As the works continue to convert the convent to our new Foundation Stage unit, the increasing number of rooms at the 
school’s disposal means the need for more classroom names. Many years ago, the classes were just known numerically, 
i.e. 1 to 4, and occasionally the class teacher’s initials were added, so the title became, a still very uninteresting, 4SK, for 
example. Not surprisingly, we became a little dissatisfied with the boringness of these names and we also dropped a 
class and combined classes one and two which meant the names started in mid-air with Class 2. So, after some deep 
thought and a little head scratching, a clever lady, called Mrs Taylor, who was a teaching assistant in the school at the 
time, came up with the suggestion of the reservoirs that we use today. She also came up with the different sizes of the 
reservoirs and it was decided to name the class containing the oldest (and therefore largest in terms of volume) children 
after the largest reservoir. The classes were then named according to the relevant size of reservoir. This was fairly easy 
when we only had three classes, Burrator, Fernworthy and Venford, and we felt quite confident that we were on track 
with our theme when we added Meldon for our littlest children (although there were some who campaigned for Avon at 
that point). Now we have had to come up with more names for the new classrooms and have had new signs commissioned 
for the doors. Although, they will currently only relate to rooms and not classes of children, I fear there will be a little work 
to do in the future when allocating Kennick or Tottiford and Trenchford or Roadford into the mix. It may be that purists like 
myself must bite our tongues and try to see the names as a little local colour assigned to pools of learning. Although, 
thinking about it now, as many of the names also relate to dams, maybe I could research their various heights and 
measure the children accordingly.... 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
 

To love as God loves 
It’s easy to be drawn into the world’s plan for material 
success and lose sight of why we married each other.  
Slightly changing the words of the Gospel we might read, 
‘Fool, who will benefit from this hoard when your married 
love has died?’ Let us work hard at making us rich in love 
for each other and with God. 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
There's this guy who had been lost and walking in the desert for about 2 weeks. One hot day, he sees the home of a 
missionary. Tired and weak, he crawls up to the house and collapses on the doorstep. The missionary finds him and 
nurses him back to health. Feeling better, the man asks the missionary for directions to the nearest town. On his way 
out the backdoor, he sees this horse. He goes back into the house and asks the missionary, "Could I borrow your horse 
and give it back when I reach the town?"  
The missionary says, "Sure but there is a special thing about this horse. You have to say 'Thank God' to make it go and 
'Amen' to make it stop." Not paying much attention, the man says, "Sure, ok."  
So he gets on the horse and says, "Thank God" and the horse starts walking. Then he says, "Thank God, thank God," 
and the horse starts trotting. Feeling really brave, the man says, "Thank God, thank God, thank God, thank God, thank 
God" and the horse just takes off. Pretty soon he sees this cliff coming up and he's doing everything he can to make the 
horse stop.   “Whoa, stop, hold on!!!!"  Finally he remembers, "Amen!!"  
The horse stops 4 inches from the cliff. Then the man leans back in the saddle and says, "Thank God." 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP 

Sunday September 22nd 2019,   
for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; bouncy 
castle; gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth Mass with 
Bishop Mark. See posters for details. 01837 851438 or 
07880 734088 or  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

If any Catholic who has 
received their First Holy 
Communion would like 
to serve on the altar on 
a regular basis at the 
1030 Mass in the 
Abbey on Sundays, 
please get in touch with 
Fr. Francis 
 

 

Pope Francis has asked families to set aside time to pray both individually and together as a 
family. 
His prayer intention for the month of August invites people to pray that “families, through their 
life of prayer and love, become ever more clearly schools of true human development.” 
At the start of each month, the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network releases a short video of 
the pope offering his specific prayer intention at www.thepopevideo.org  
Focusing on the Church’s mission of evangelization, the pope asked in the short video, “What 
kind of world do we want to leave for the future?” 
The answer is a “world with families,” he said, because families are “true schools for the future, 
spaces of freedom, and centers of humanity.”  “Let us care for our families” he said, because 
of this important role they play.  “And let us reserve a special place in our families for individual 
and communal prayer.”   “The Pope Video” was first launched in 2016 to encourage people 
to join an estimated 50 million Catholics who already had a more formal relationship with the 
prayer network - better known by its former title, the Apostleship of Prayer.  The prayer 
network is more than 170 years old. 

Richard Morrison wrote in The Times last week: “I am not sure whether to call it thrilling or terrifying, but if you want to 
see a man go mad at the controls of a huge machine, check out the YouTube clips of Olivier Latry improvising on the 
organ of Notre Dame in Paris, where he has been head organist for 34 years. His hands fly over the five manuals 
(keyboards) like whirling dervishes, fingers fluttering faster than the eye can follow, feet scampering across the pedals 
as if engaged in a frantic Irish jig.” 
Olivier Latry will be playing the Abbey organ on Saturday 10th August.  More info:  https://www.buckfast.org.uk/concerts  


