
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

11th August, 2019 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.121 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Dacey; Timothy Walker; Charles Whatmough; Benet McKenzie; Elizabeth Burt; 
Hilda Jeffery; Bridie Norman; William Elliott; Amy Stuart; Abbot Benedict Garriador; 
Dom Hugh Zettel; Matthew Smerdon; Pat Simonds; Catherine Miller; Richard Pilsbury; 
Henry Trude; Cecily Hodgson; Anatole von Hugel; Horace Hosworthy; Christine Walls; 

Sr. Gabriel Blanchfield; Brian Baverstock; 
May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings. 
Too tired to love!  Where is our treasure? 
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.  It is easy to get life out of balance and let 
other activities be more important than loving our 
spouse, and then falling into bed too tired to talk 
or make love.  If our love is the most important 
thing in our lives, we must spend prime time 
together daily.   

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Thursday Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday Feria 

Saturday Feria 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.  St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP, Sunday 
September 22nd 2019, for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth Mass with Bishop Mark. See posters for 
details. 01837 851438 or 07880 734088 or  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

 

 

Job Vacancy: Families Support Worker for Breakthrough Transformation Trust. 37.5 hours per week (Part-time hours may 
 be a possibility); Term- time only (38 weeks).  Rate of Pay Band 4 £18,525 – £24,500 (pro rata) Actual Salary: £15,172 – 
£20,066 
You will need to have the excellent interpersonal skills to build a strong relationship of trust between Breakthrough and our 
students and their families providing practical and emotional support to them which will include organising and carrying out 
home visits to Breakthrough families at regular intervals. 
You will also be required to work alongside our students and attend Child in Need, Child Protection and Review meetings 
on occasion.  You will share responsibility for an identified caseload and will be able to track progress and evaluate 
outcomes.  More info: contact Amanda Grant at recruitment@tborg.org  or on 01626 911456. 
Website https://www.breakthroughtransformationtrust.org  Head Office Cannamore House, Avonwick, South Brent, Devon, 
TQ10 9HA 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £83.38 £10.00 £47.20 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £335.77 £38.08 £35.41 £397.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £46.50 £30.00 £7.00 £13.35 
Ashburton 10:30am £41.50 £23.92 £20.93 £25.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.00 £33.80 £46.37 £33.00 

   £33.95   £117.09 
So, thank you for your donations to the Parish Syria Appeal which, with gift aid, came to £742.35 

Next Thursday, 15th August, is 
the Solemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This 
is a Holyday of Obligation. 
Holy Mass will be offered in this 
parish at the following times: 

Ashburton 10.00 a.m. 
Abbey 12.05 p.m. 
South Brent 7.30 p.m. 

Please note there is no 9 a.m. Mass in 
the Abbey on that day. 

If any Catholic who has received their 
First Holy Communion would like to 
serve on the altar on a regular basis at 
the 1030 Mass in the Abbey on Sundays, 
please get in touch with Fr. Francis 

Are you anxious about your marriage relationship?  Alone or distant 
from your partner?  Disillusioned or bored in your marriage? Without 
the time or desire to communicate? Experiencing coldness or 
conflict? Frustrated, hurt or angry with your partner? Unable to see 
how to change your situation?  Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our 
website:  http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Not surprisingly, at this time of year, there is not much to report. We have reached the mid point of the summer holidays 
when, all of a sudden, all those things that seemed to have ages to organise now start to look a little more pressing! The 
work continues in the new Foundation Stage unit which has, once more, an internal link to the school. The wall which has 
separated the two buildings for decades has been broken down. I don’t know if there was an official handshake across 
the gap when it was opened but I do know they forgot to switch off the intruder alarm because that went off and there 
was a bit of a panic to silence it. So now the room, which was my office when I first started at St Mary’s and which I 
always suspected was a corridor, is, once again, just that. Unfortunately, the art stock which occupied the space has had 
to be moved. Unfortunately, too, it is no longer under lock and key, which I used to particularly like, not just because of 
limiting access to all those lovely bits and bobs that teachers seem keen to let the children use but also, because the 
room was locked, it could not become a dumping ground with children sent to put things back after a lesson. People were 
always going to “go back in after school to put it away properly” but that rarely happened and the stock would become 
increasingly untidy, much to the dismay of the member of staff assigned to look after the stock. I shall just have to be a 
bit fierce at the start of term (nothing unusual there) and hope that good habits will prevail... 
Meanwhile, elsewhere, Miss Haworth, our Foundation Stage teacher, has managed to avoid all the mess and moving of 
furniture by having a baby who safely arrived at the end of July. Her parents have called her a nice sensible name but I 
am sticking with the name given her by her older sister, long before she was born, who asked her mum if they could call 
her  “Sparkle”. Sounds great to me! 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
A minister told his congregation, “Next week I plan to preach about the sin of lying.  To help you understand my sermon, 
I want you all to read Mark 17.”   
The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, the minister asked for a show of hands.  He wanted to know 
how many had read Mark 17.  Every hand went up.  The minister smiled and said, “Mark has only sixteen chapters.  I 
will not proceed with my sermon on the sin of lying.”    

Pope Francis’s surprise visit to the Vincentian Daughters of Charity last Sunday was not only another illustration of his 
personal affection for those around him, but it also shed light on the order itself. 
Not only do the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul run the Vatican’s Santa Marta guesthouse, where Francis 
resides, but on July 8 he named the order’s superior general, Sister Kathleen Appler, a full member of the Vatican 
Congregation for Religious. Appler was one of seven women to be named full members, marking the first time women 
had been included among the ranks of what had until then been a male-dominated office. A native of Utica, New York, 
Appler leads a global community of some 14,500 sisters who live and work in 94 countries. 
Sunday afternoon, the pope stopped by the Daughters of Charity convent in Rome to visit ailing Sister Sister Maria 
Mucci, who is currently in the infirmary after undergoing a risky surgery in October, but who for years has worked in the 
kitchen at the Santa Marta residence. 
Founded in 1633 by St. Vincent de Paul and two French women, St. Louise de Marillac and Marguerite Naseau, the 
order is dedicated to serving the poor, primarily through missionary work. 
They work with addicts, migrants, homeless, women, children, prisoners and the disabled, among others, and members 
are present in Africa, Asia, North America, Europe, Central and South America, and Australia and Oceania. 
In 1884 Pope Leo XIII asked the order to take charge of what was then the “St Martha Hospice” center, where, according 
to an article on the formal website for all branches of the Vincentian spiritual family, “famvin,” the sisters served the poor, 
welcomed pilgrims and ran a dispensary. 
During a cholera epidemic that hit Italy in the late 19th century, Pope Leo XIII asked the sisters specifically to welcome 
and care for patients at the hospice. 
In 1887, Leo instituted a jubilee and decreed that the hospice be used as a place to host pilgrims with modest incomes, 
who were allowed to stay free of charge during the jubilee year, which traditionally happens every 25 years in the Catholic 
Church and is considered a “holy year” marked by celebrations and a strong emphasis on pilgrimage and repentance. 
During the Second World War the hospice also housed refugee ambassadors who were unable to stay in Rome. 
It still functions as a residence today under its current name, the Saint Martha house, which Francis opted to live in 
following his election to the papacy in March 2013, rather than the traditional papal apartments in the Vatican’s apostolic 
palace. Still welcoming Vatican visitors despite the pope’s presence, Santa Marta regularly hosts cardinals, bishops and 
other high-profile guests who are visiting from abroad. 
As of 2013, when Francis was elected, there were eight sisters working at the residence. 
Francis has often praised the work of religious sisters and has frequently articulated a desire to include more women in 
the Roman Curia, including positions of leadership. In comments to Crux, Sister Patricia Murray, executive secretary of 
the International Union of Superiors General (UISG), praised the attention Francis has shown toward women religions 
in general during his time in office. The Daughters of Charity are members of the UISG. “We have appreciated greatly 
Pope Francis’s increased interaction with religious sisters. His approach is warm and authentic, and there has been real 
dialogue and openness,” Murray said. 
Throughout his pontificate, Francis “has listened to our various requests and responded progressively to each,” she said, 
noting how the pope established a commission to study the women’s diaconate following a suggestion from sisters during 
the UISG 2016 plenary assembly. 
Not only has Francis increased the number of women religious inside Vatican departments, including the appointment 
of Appler and six other women to the Congregation for Religious, but they now also have seats at high-level meetings 
previously only open to men as full participants, Murray said. Among these meetings is the upcoming Synod of Bishops 
on the Amazon, which will be attended by 20 religions sisters, half of whom were named by the UISG.  www.cruxnow.com  


