
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

18th August, 2019 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.124 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frances Berington; Mrs. Routley; James Kelly; Eric Pinerey; Mother M. Cecilia; Hazel 
McCracken; Peggy Wood-Pottle; Marjorie Nuttall; James Stuart; Br. Alphonsus Vogt; 
William Ash; Edward Hutton; Caroline Tapper; Catherine Carter; Sam Sobey; Dom 
Cuthbert Smith; Reg. Couch; Alice Daley; Dom Erkenwald Plersch; Wallace Fluter; 
Dom Gall Keckeisen; Arthur Gayton; Michael Bracelin; James May; Barbara Carus; 

Eileen Barham; Mahalat Quinet; Harold English; 
May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Bernard 

Wednesday St. Pius X 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Bartholomew 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP,  

Sunday September 22nd 2019,  
for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

 
Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; 
football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth 
Mass with Bishop Mark.  
 
See posters for details. Contact: 
01837 851438 or 07880 734088 or  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

 

 

If any Catholic who has received their 
First Holy Communion would like to 
serve on the altar on a regular basis at 
the 1030 Mass in the Abbey on Sundays, 
please get in touch with Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £73.70 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £159.49 £73.08 

Second £18.82 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £20.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £16.10 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £11.81 £48.00 

Added value through gift aid   £46.25 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Catholic Children’s Society Annual Appeal 
This takes place next weekend with a second collection at each Sunday Mass.  Please take a leaflet 
today to understand the wonderful work which the Society does to help struggling children and their 
families.  Bishop Mark’s message of support can also be found on bookmarks available at the back 
of church. 
Our work includes: 

            
   Grant giving            Patchwork Parenting Support     Good Shepherd Programme 
For more information visit our website: https://www.ccsplymouth.org.uk/  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
One of the great privileges of being a pupil at St Mary’s School is the opportunity to visit the Abbey and its grounds on 
almost a weekly basis in one way or another. As part of their Religious Education lessons, the children learn from quite 
a young age the symbolism and rites of religious ceremonies and are able to see, first hand, what this looks like in practice 
in the awe inspiring surroundings of the Abbey Church. Before we had our own purpose built hall, nearly all the school’s 
Masses were held in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and our Christmas Carol Service continues to be held in the Church 
each year. An unexpected bonus of being able to use the former convent for our Foundation Stage unit is that we will 
have a small chapel where we can hold our children’s liturgies for our youngest children. With some of them being only 
three years old, they can struggle not to wriggle too much when sitting through the Masses with the older children. This 
new quiet space will be a perfect place to learn to be still and to let peace reign for a moment or two (helped, no doubt, 
by being more than a little mesmerised by the stained glass windows at the end of the chapel). 
Not surprisingly, for many of our families, the Abbey has a significant meaning in their lives. So it was with a great deal 
of pleasure that I was able to see, this week, the arrival at the Abbey of one of our former pupils for her wedding. As I still 
remember her as a little eleven-year-old girl with a cheeky smile and lovely dimples, even though I have seen her many 
times since she left St Mary’s, I couldn’t help but wonder what thoughts were going through her mind as she approached 
the Abbey as a grown woman preparing to make her wedding vows. I did wonder if maybe she had imagined this moment 
as a child, as some small girls are wont to do (possibly in the occasional boring moments when practising the carol service 
for what must seem like never-ending hours), or when she stood in the church at her first Holy Communion. I think what 
is sure, is that she wouldn’t have imagined the torrential rain and her dad scooping her up in his arms from the door of 
the car and carrying her across the puddles to the church doorway and her waiting attendants. I am sure the weather 
would have been forgotten as the service continued, but it will no doubt enter family legend that Kathrina had to be carried 
into the church! 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Our Sacrament: a sign of grace 
When we married we entered into a Covenant of unconditional love, summed up in 
the vows we made to each other. By imitating Jesus’ unconditional love for his bride, 
the Church, we became a Sacrament – a sacred sign of God’s love for all to see. 
Living out our ‘life-style choice’ is made possible only by ‘the graces of the 
Sacrament’. 

Thank you to our parishioner, Anne, for sharing this story of human kindness 
reflecting the love of God: 
Our 14-year-old dog Abbey died last month. The day after she passed away my 4-
year-old daughter Meredith was crying and talking about how much she missed 
Abbey. She asked if we could write a letter to God so that when Abbey got to 
heaven, God would recognize her. I told her that I thought we could so, and she 
dictated these words: 
Dear God,  Will you please take care of my dog? She died yesterday and is with you 
in heaven. I miss her very much. I am happy that you let me have her as my dog 
even though she got sick. I hope you will play with her. She likes to swim and play 
with balls. I am sending a picture of her so when you see her you will know that she 
is my dog. I really miss her.        Love, Meredith 
We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of Abbey and Meredith and addressed 
it to God/Heaven. We put our return address on it. Then Meredith pasted several 
stamps on the front of the envelope because she said it would take lots of stamps 
to get the letter all the way to heaven. That afternoon she dropped it into the letter 
box at the post office. A few days later, she asked if God had gotten the letter yet. I 
told her that I thought He had. 
Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front porch 
addressed, 'To Meredith' in an unfamiliar hand. Meredith opened it. Inside was a 
book by Mr. Rogers called, 'When a Pet Dies.' Taped to the inside front cover was 
the letter we had written to God in its opened envelope. On the opposite page was 
the picture of Abbey & Meredith and this note: 
Dear Meredith, Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the picture was a big help 
and I recognized her right away. 
Abbey isn't sick anymore. Her spirit is here with me just like it stays in your heart. 
Abbey loved being your dog. Since we don't need our bodies in heaven, I don't have 
any pockets to keep your picture in so I am sending it back to you in this little book 
for you to keep and have something to remember Abbey by. 
Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your mother for helping you write it and 
sending it to me. What a wonderful mother you have. I picked her especially for you. 
I send my blessings every day and remember that I love you very much. By the way, 
I'm easy to find. I am wherever there is love.  Love, God 

The Abbey is privileged to have a 
large relic of the true Cross.  It is 
offered for veneration by the 
faithful on Good Friday and the 
Feast of the Holy Cross in 
September, but on these 
occasions there is no opportunity 
to take a good look at it, so here 
is a photograph: 

 
Its authenticity is supported by 
documents dating back to 1359.  
It was given to the Abbey by a 
Monsignor Francis Weld in 1885. 
Even in recent times, the relic has 
had a remarkable history:  It was 
stolen from the Abbey in 1927.  In 
1954, the Abbot visited the 
Bishop of Plymouth, who gave 
him a small parcel.  When he 
unwrapped it, he found the relic, 
intact and unscathed.  It had been 
given to the Bishop by a man who 
had found it when investigating a 
water leak in a ceiling in his 
house.   

 
When you renew your lottery subscription, if you pay by cheque, please make out the cheque to Buckfast Abbey.  Banks 
are becoming ever stricter and are refusing to honour cheques made out in other ways. 


