
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

25th August, 2019 Feast of the Dedication of the Abbey Church Readings on printed sheet 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Beatrice Morris; Clara Craig; Marie Power; Sr. Margaret Morrim; Siofra Donfield; 
Leonard Hares; Mary Hall; Eldon Simons; Ellen Baker; Brian Mitchell; Harold 

Stanton; Philip Dawson; Frederick Fish; Emily Halkett; Mary Cory; Elsie Truscott; 
James Daw; John Beale; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Monica 

Wednesday St. Augustine of Hippo 
Thursday Beheading of  

St. John the Baptist 
Friday Feria 

Saturday St. Aidan 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP,  

Sunday September 22nd 2019,  
for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

 
Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; 
football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth 
Mass with Bishop Mark.  
 
See posters for details. Contact: 
01837 851438 or 07880 734088 or  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

 

 

If any Catholic who has received their 
First Holy Communion would like to 
serve on the altar on a regular basis at 
the 1030 Mass in the Abbey on Sundays, 
please get in touch with Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £116.49 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £267.76 £48.08 

Second £34.70  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £16.90 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £16.28 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.30 £42.40 

Added value through gift aid   £43.60 
 

Plymouth Diocesan Catholic Children’s Society  
Annual Appeal 

This weekend there is a second collection at each Mass.  
Bishop Mark writes: “Please join me in responding 
generously to the appeal today, as we work to give 
children and families the support they both need and 
deserve.  May God bless you for your generosity.” 
For more information visit the website: 
 https://www.ccsplymouth.org.uk/  

 

Reading at Mass 
Regular worshippers at the 1030 Sunday 
Mass in the Abbey are invited to consider 
volunteering to read at that Mass.   In 
deciding whether to apply, please take 
into consideration the guidance offered by 
the General Instruction on the Roman 
Missal published by the Holy See: 
“…lay people may be deputed to proclaim 
the readings from Sacred Scripture, 
people who are truly suited to carrying out 
this function and carefully prepared, so 
that by their hearing the readings from the 
sacred texts the faithful may conceive in 
their hearts a sweet and living affection for 
Sacred Scripture” (101) 
Please contact Mr. Philip Arkwright, 
parkwright@buckfast.org.uk, if you would 
like to put your name forward. 

 

The September edition of Catholic South 
West is now available in all the churches 
of the parish.  Copies are free, so please 
take one for yourself and for anyone you 
know who would like one, especially those 
who aren’t able to get to Holy Mass 
themselves. 

 

Here’s another 
gem from the 
Abbey sacristy -  a 
beautiful sculpture 
of the Good 
Shepherd which is 
fixed to the front of 
one of the special 
copes, made by 
the Benedictine 
Nuns of the Abbey 

of Dourgne in the South of France. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with  
laughter and your lips with  
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
A Delivering a speech at a  
banquet on the night of his  
arrival in a large city, a visiting  
minister told several anecdotes 
he expected to repeat at  
meetings the next day.   
Because he wanted to use the  
jokes again, he requested the  
reporters to omit them from any accounts they might turn in to their newspapers. 
 

A cub reporter, in commenting on the speech, ended his piece with the following: 
"The minister told a number of stories that cannot be published." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

As we approach the final full week of the holidays and all those fine intentions of getting ahead and doing things at the 
start of the holiday lie in a heap at my feet, the pace is beginning to creep up. The builders are working hard to get the 
building ready for a week on Monday so that the staff can move the furniture from one building to the other. Flooring has 
been laid late into the night, giving the job a bit of a DIY SOS feel, but it means that the other trades can continue during 
the day. The corridor between the two buildings is nearing completion although there may be a little plywood here and 
there instead of glass when the children return. Miss Slack and Mrs Teeder, our new Foundation Stage teacher, have 
been in to identify the number and position of plug sockets they need and to generally get the lie of the land now that the 
rooms are fully formed. It is very strange to look through what was the art cupboard and see a whole building beyond. I 
also wonder how the nuns moved from one building to the other as there is quite a difference in levels and a new staircase 
has had to be built in situ.  
Whilst a thin sheen of perspiration appears upon the brow of the Project Manager as deadlines loom, the cleaners have 
been in to start to clear the not so thin sheen of dust from the classrooms. New displays are starting to appear on various 
boards around the school and emails with rotas and instructions for the new year are starting to ping into email boxes. I 
am sure that our Year 6 children, soon to be Year 7’s at new schools, will be looking forward with some trepidation as the 
start of September approaches, whilst our new three and four year olds will hopefully remain oblivious as the week passes 
before they start on their long, in fact, lifelong, learning journeys. 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings. 
Raised by our love 
We live in a world where self-promotion is at the 
heart of many superficial relationships. But ours is 
a New Covenant of love – Jesus refers to this in 
the Gospel. In this unique relationship we seek to 
encourage and raise each other higher. When we 
fail, as inevitably we do, He calls us to ask 
forgiveness of each other. 

Christians in Northeast Syria appeal for prayer for safety 
Groups representing Christians in northeast Syria are appealing for prayer, fearful that Turkey plans to make good its 
numerous threats to invade the region with its military forces. 
Since November 2018, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has threatened to launch a large military operation east 
of the Euphrates River to “clear Kurdish terrorists” from the area. Syriac Christians view it as a pretext to enter more of 
Syria in a bid to change the northeast’s demographic of Kurds and Christians, just as Turkey did in Afrin, Syria, in March 
2018.  The Christians’ appeal was issued by the Syriac National Council of Syria, the Syriac Union Party, and the 
American Syriac Union. It was made available to Catholic News Service Aug. 15. 
Turkey has “massed its army and allied jihadists along the border. Even though the U.S. and French armies are present 
in northeast Syria, we know that Turkey will attack and destroy us,” the three Syriac Christian groups said. They are 
appealing to U.S. leaders to intervene on their behalf to aid the 100,000 Christians in the region who they say are at risk. 
They warned that Turkey and its jihadist allies, including fighters from al-Qaida and Islamic State, could carry out “a 
massacre just as they did in Afrin (northwest Syria) in 2018, when the churches of Afrin were burned and the Christians 
and Yazidis there were hunted down. In northeast Syria, it would be much worse and destroy many more people.” 
“This is why we release an urgent call for prayer to all our brothers and sisters. We ask you to pray that the U.S. and 
France will make the decision to protect northeast Syria from a Turkish invasion,” the statement said. 
The Kurds and Syriac Christians in the region banded together under the Syrian Democratic Forces to become the U.S. 
military’s key ally in the fight against Islamic State militants in Syria. Early in the Syrian conflict, which began in 2011, 
Turkey turned a blind eye to foreign jihadists pouring across its border into Syria to join Islamic State. 
Wary Christians also point to the Assyrian Christian villages of the Khabur River Valley, also in the northeast, which were 
overrun by Islamic State fighters in 2015. The militants kidnapped more than 200 Christians and held them for a year, 
until millions of dollars raised by the Assyrian community were paid as ransom to Islamic State. Three Christians were 
killed before the ransom was paid. 
“We want whatever happens to secure and protect the religious freedom we have made possible,” Ishak said of the 
Democratic Self-Administration, which Kurds and Syriac Christians have developed in Syria’s northeast under the Syrian 
Democratic Forces control. Inhabitants practice a representative form of governance. Its 2014 mandate also requires 
that at least 40 percent of representatives in the region are women. The freedom of worship and choice of religious 
practice there is found nowhere else in the Arab world. 
“We want to protect and sustain religious freedom access. This is our model enacted in northeast Syria,” Ishak said. 
“There is pluralism, a recognition of all ethnic groups, traditions and cultural rights, such as learning mother tongue 
languages, as well as gender equality afforded to women not seen elsewhere in the region.” 
“We have a political system that has provided peace for this region of Syria. It has also provided a vision for the region,” 
Ishak said.  (Full article: www.cruxnow.com)  

 
Which parable does this 

painting depict? 


