
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

1st September, 2019 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.130 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Mason; Dom Adam Kehrle; Bishop Charles Graham; Maureen Ellis; Julia 
Willington; Mabel Blenkiron; Fr. John O’Neill; Marian Whitney; Marie Barber; 

Margaret Harvey; Florence King; Walter Greaves; Rev. Rudolph Bullesbach; Arthur 
White; Catherine Huxtable; Stephen Scarrett; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Gregory the Great 

Wednesday 
– Saturday 

Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP,  

Sunday September 22nd 2019,  
for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

 
Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; 
football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth 
Mass with Bishop Mark.  
 
See posters for details. Contact: 
01837 851438 or 07880 734088 or  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

If any Catholic who has received 
their First Holy Communion would 
like to serve on the altar on a 
regular basis at the 1030 Mass in 
the Abbey on Sundays, please get 
in touch with Fr. Francis 

Reading at Mass 
Regular worshippers at the 1030 Sunday 
Mass in the Abbey are invited to consider 
volunteering to read at that Mass.   In 
deciding whether to apply, please take 
into consideration the guidance offered by 
the General Instruction on the Roman 
Missal published by the Holy See: 
“…lay people may be deputed to proclaim 
the readings from Sacred Scripture, 
people who are truly suited to carrying out 
this function and carefully prepared, so 
that by their hearing the readings from the 
sacred texts the faithful may conceive in 
their hearts a sweet and living affection for 
Sacred Scripture” (101) 
Please contact Mr. Philip Arkwright, 
parkwright@buckfast.org.uk, if you would 
like to put your name forward. 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £54.15 £30.00 £59.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £311.89 £38.08 £77.82 £25.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £9.00 £30.00 £0.00 £7.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £46.67 £23.92 £11.55 £21.30 
South Brent 9 a.m. £73.00 £45.00 £78.60 £26.00 

   £41.75   £19.83 
Thank you for your donations to the Diocesan Children’s Society, which, with gift aid, came to 
£326.10 

You may have seen the account of the 
continuing suffering of the people of Syria in 
last week’s newsletter.  Their tragic plight 
prompts our devoted little prayer group to 
write to you: 
 

“On Tuesday mornings from 10 am to 
10.30am a group of parishioners meet in the 
Lady Chapel to sit in Silent Vigil for Syrian 
Refugees. If anyone is free at this please do 
come and join us, even if only for a few 
moments.” 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The June draw took place last Thursday and the lucky winners are: 

1st Prize (£25)   No. 63 Mr. Bernard Coleman 
2nd Prize (£15)   No. 38 Mr. Kevin Waterman 
3rd Prize (£10)   No. 25 Mr. Adam Fieldhouse 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 60 Mr. Patrick Nuttgens 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please contact 
Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

There's this cathedral that's still being worked on, and the workers have 
rigged a "cage elevator" inside so they can get material up and down to 
the upper floors. A characteristic of these "cage elevators" is that the doors 
(gate) must be closed manually for them to be "called" to another floor.  
One day one of the workers, Peter by name, takes the elevator to the top 
floor, and it is subsequently needed on the first floor by the sexton. 
Unfortunately, Peter forgets and leaves the door open. After the sexton 
rings for the elevator a couple times, to no avail, he yells up for the worker 
to send the lift back down. Visitors to the cathedral were treated to this 
sight: The sexton of the cathedral, head tipped up, yelling up to the 
heavens: "Peter! CLOSE THE GATES!!!" 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the 
Sunday readings. 
Raised by our love 
We live in a world where self-promotion is 
at the heart of many superficial 
relationships. 
But ours is a New Covenant of love – 
Jesus refers to this in the Gospel. In this 
unique relationship we seek to encourage 
and raise each other higher. When we fail, 
as inevitably we do, He calls us to ask 
forgiveness of each other. 

The commitment to be, in the present and in the future, "operators and protagonists of peace" in the environments of 
study, work and life. This is the promise contained in a letter sent to Pope Francis by the participants of the World Youth 
Pilgrimage for Peace, promoted by the Archdiocese of Seoul, Korea. 
The young people, a hundred from 14 countries in Asia (many Koreans, of course), Africa, North America and Europe, 
thank the Pope in particular for his post-synodal apostolic exhortation “Christus Vivit”. It, the young people write in the 
missive reported by L'Osservatore Romano, "has served us as a compass of orientation to be able to build a peace that 
is good for all, for Christ, with Christ, and in Christ that is our hope ..."  The pilgrimage, also called "The Wind of Peace", 
is the fifth of its kind. Started in 2012 and then, after an interruption, resumed in 2015, recalls the Vatican newspaper, 
received a fundamental impulse from the homily that Francis pronounced during the Mass celebrated at the conclusion 
of his visit to Korea, on August 18, 2014. It is an experience of education for peace aimed at young people and aimed at 
implementing the Pope's directions to promote reconciliation and fraternity in the world and in particular on the Korean 
peninsula.  In the week of the pilgrimage, young people walked through the demilitarized zone that divides South Korea 
and North Korea, visiting some places that were the scene of the toughest clashes during the war (1950-1953). 
Participants also listened to a lesson on peace, discussing it together in small groups. All shared the hope of reconciliation 
and unity of the Korean people, praying for peace on the peninsula and in the world. 

 
Father Achilleo Chung, organizer of the pilgrimage, at the 
beginning of the week pointed out that "only a person who loves 
peace, who desires it, who sacrifices himself for peace, is able 
to live peace". In conclusion, Father Chung celebrated Mass at 
Myongdong Cathedral in the Archdiocese of Seoul, together 
with Father Luca Lee, vice-organizer of the initiative, who said 
in his homily: "This pilgrimage was the invitation of God aimed 
at us to live a new life, a life as peacekeepers wherever we are. 
We accept this invitation with a grateful heart." 
www.lastampa.it   

Missio Red Boxes 
A message from Sue Lethbridge: 
It is time for Missio Red Boxes to be emptied. If you have 
a Missio Red Box please could you pass it to me either 
after the Abbey Sunday 10.30am Mass or give me a ring on 
07845 244406 to arrange handover. 
 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

As the holidays draw to a close, the building work once again dominates the news. However, it is not the first time, and I 
am sure that it won’t be the last, that the finishing touches will be made moments before the children arrive. As this is 
only the ground floor of a three storey building, there is much more to be done but the first phase was always only to 
create the space for the Foundation Stage unit. Work on the classrooms and meeting rooms above have been scheduled 
in for the various holidays over the coming year. Fortunately, though, we will all be taking Christmas off (builders 
included!).  
Miss Slack, our headteacher, has worked tirelessly throughout the holiday to ensure that everything will be in place and 
to the high standards she expects and demands when the children arrive. In fact, I think it is fair to say, her office and 
Miss Slack herself, are the only things not covered in dust as she hasn’t been out of the school long enough for dust to 
settle in her office, or still enough, when she has been in, for it to settle on her. It is, in some ways, lucky that she does 
not consider herself to be a competent plasterer, carpenter or floor layer, otherwise I fear she would have lent a hand in 
the convent too. It is lucky as well that our lovely cleaners are not phased by a bit of mess and this week have transformed 
the school from a very uninviting place to a bright and welcoming building once more. 
Teachers have popped in from time to time with some trepidation when confronted by the sheer number of construction 
workers busying themselves not only in the convent but spilling, like the dust, into the school corridors as alarms and 
such like are linked to make the school one large building. But, by Wednesday, the building will once more be in learning 
mode, and the staff will be ready for the year ahead. Although I am sure that some children will not be quite so ready or 
keen to return so let us hope they have a last few sunny days to enjoy before Wednesday comes. 


