
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

8th September, 2019 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.133 
15th September, 2019 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.136 

 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Charles Parkhurst; Ruth Naylor; William Mueir; Abbot Stephen Denis;  
Winifred Bridge; Clement Burge; Evelyn King; James Durkin;  

Alan Cooksley; Ellen Conlon; Sheila Straw;  
 

May they rest in peace 

 
24th Sunday: 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Thursday 

Feria 

Friday St. John Chrysostom 
Saturday Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross 
  

Monday 16th  Ss. Cornelius & Cyprian 
Tuesday St. Hildegard 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Ss. Theodore & Adrian 

Friday Holy Martyrs of Korea 
Saturday St. Matthew 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

If any Catholic who has received 
their First Holy Communion 
would like to serve on the altar on 
a regular basis at the 1030 Mass 
in the Abbey on Sundays, please 
get in touch with Fr. Francis 

Reading at Mass 
Regular worshippers at the 1030 
Sunday Mass in the Abbey are 
invited to consider volunteering to 
read at that Mass.   In deciding 
whether to apply, please take into 
consideration the guidance 
offered by the General Instruction 
on the Roman Missal published 
by the Holy See: 
“…lay people may be deputed to 
proclaim the readings from 
Sacred Scripture, people who are 
truly suited to carrying out this 
function and carefully prepared, 
so that by their hearing the 
readings from the sacred texts 
the faithful may conceive in their 
hearts a sweet and living 
affection for Sacred Scripture” 
(101) 
Please contact Mr. Philip 
Arkwright, 
parkwright@buckfast.org.uk, if 
you would like to put your name 
forward. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £56.00 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £247.46 £43.08 

Second £12.85  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £33.50 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £18.09 £53.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £12.50 £42.00 

Added value through gift aid   £38.50 
 

Home Mission Sunday, 15th September, 2019 
The Home Mission Office is a national organisation of the Catholic Church which 
helps the local Church engage in the vital mission of Evangelisation. Next weekend, 
they ask for our prayers and our financial support through the second collection.  
Our prayers help them to be attentive to the Holy Spirit who directs their work, and 
our donations to the second collection will enable them to help the local Church 
share the joy of the Gospel throughout England and Wales.   
In short, the second collection helps them to help us. For more information about the 
Home Mission Office or to donate online please visit www.homemission.org.uk 

A Pocket Retreat 
Available free in each of the churches in the parish is one of the resources produces 
by the Home Mission Office.  It’s a simple but effective way of giving yourself a little 
time in your hectic week to reflect on God’s love for you.  An A4 sheet which can be 
folded into a pocket-sized booklet.  An example of the folded version is there for you 
to copy, or you can grab Fr. Francis and make show you how it’s done, or see the 
instructions on Youtube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEl6_jl31ZE  
 
The Pocket Retreat will strengthen you for your mission as a Christian: 
We are invited to find ourselves in the Gospel story as we accompany the characters 
who call out, ‘Rejoice with me!’ These words express the joy of finding something, 
or someone they had lost. Imagine the joy in your own heart when you see someone 
you love coming home to Church, because they  
are seeking, or have found Christ.  
 

Occasionally this happens by direct divine  
intervention.  
 

But more often we are called to be the  
face of Christ, praying for, inviting  
and welcoming those we love  
into a relationship with Him.  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

The following are actual questions written 
to pastors from children across the world. 
I know God loves everybody but He never 
met my sister. Yours sincerely, Arnold. 
 

Please say in your sermon that Peter 
Peterson has been a good boy all week. I 
am Peter Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. 
 

I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the 
plate, but my father didn't give me a raise 
in my allowance. Could you have a sermon 
about a raise in my allowance? Love, 
Patty. 
 

My mother is very religious. She goes to 
play bingo at church every week even if 
she has a cold. Yours truly, Annette.   

Marriage Matters:   
Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
23rd Ordinary Sunday: 
Consent to love God above all else; seek 
to not force anything 
Today, Jesus sets out the cost of 
discipleship: “none of you can be my 
disciple unless he gives up all his 
possessions”. Throughout His life and in 
dying for us, Jesus demonstrated a self-
emptying way of loving. As His disciples, 
our call is to follow Him by putting each 
other first; thereby dying to selfishness 
and setting ourselves free. 
 
24th Ordinary Sunday: 
Driving together on the way to heaven 
The readings contain a sense of hope. His 
forgiveness seems never ending and His 
mercy shows no limits.  He never stops 
‘rescuing’ us as the lost sheep of His flock, 
or ‘finding’ us, like the widow’s mite, when 
we feel lost within our marriage. God’s way 
of working is like a ‘SATNAV’, with the 
destination set as eternal life. 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP, Sunday September 22nd 2019,  

for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 
Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; bouncy castle; 
gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth Mass with Bishop Mark.  
See posters for details. Contact: 
01837 851438 or 07880 734088 or  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

With little more than five hours to spare (the builders leaving at 3am and the children arriving at 8.30am), our new 
Foundation Stage Unit area was ready for use by Wednesday morning. By the end of the holiday, it was all hands on 
deck and a lot of people worked very hard in close confines but with great good humour and a determination to get the 
job done. The ability to hold tempers when the going got tough may have been due to the fact that Fr Francis, in his 
absence,  was universally blamed for his expectation that it would be ready for the start of this term and his ears may 
have been burning from time to time in the last week. But from great expectations come great achievements!  

(I knew you could do it!  Ed.) 
Who was who became a bit confusing as the deadline approached, I am sure that was the plumber wielding a painting 
brush and Claudia from the Education Department brandishing an electric sander, but I may have been wrong. Admittedly, 
if you looked closely at some areas which you may expect to be plastered, they did have the uncanny resemblance to 
painted plywood and there were the occasional holes in the ceiling and definitely some finishing touches remaining to be 
done. But everywhere was safe, clean and welcoming and really, if you are under three foot tall and there is the choice 
between heading for all those bright and shiny toys or inspecting the building finishes, it doesn’t matter what is going on 
above you - the toys will win every time. There is also a beautiful area outside to play in with an exciting garden to run 
around in with (low) trees to climb (a bit) and play equipment to explore. There are apples to collect, pile up and count. 
There is also the learning experience that some apples which have been lying around longer than others are not so 
pleasant to collect, although, I am pleased to say, no one had an adverse wasp experience to spoil the fun. All-in-all, an 
amazing result and a great few days in Meldon! 
Elsewhere, as the learning begins once more, the new topics are as follows:- 
Meldon- People who help us;  Venford - Marvellous Me;  Fernworthy - Healthy Humans;  Burrator - Africa 
If you are able to help with any of these subjects, perhaps by sharing your own knowledge or experience of them 
with the children, please let Fr Francis know and he will pass on your details to Miss Slack. 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, celebrated every year on 
September 14, recalls three historical events: the finding of the True Cross 
by Saint Helena, the mother of the emperor Constantine; the dedication of 
churches built by Constantine on the site of the Holy Sepulchre and Mount 
Calvary; and the restoration of the True Cross to Jerusalem by the emperor 
Heraclius II. But in a deeper sense, the feast also celebrates the Holy Cross 
as the instrument of our salvation. This instrument of torture, designed to 
degrade the worst of criminals, became the life-giving tree that reversed 
Adam's Original Sin when he ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil in the Garden of Eden. 
History of the Feast: 
After the death and resurrection of Christ, both the Jewish and Roman 
authorities in Jerusalem made efforts to obscure the Holy Sepulchre, 
Christ's tomb in the garden near the site of His crucifixion. The earth had 
been mounded up over the site, and pagan temples had been built on top 
of it. 
According to tradition, first mentioned by Saint Cyril of Jerusalem in 348, 
Saint Helena, nearing the end of her life, decided under divine inspiration 
to travel to Jerusalem in 326 to excavate the Holy Sepulchre and attempt 
to locate the True Cross. 
In celebration of the discovery of the Holy Cross, Constantine ordered the 
construction of churches at the site of the Holy Sepulchre and on Mount 
Calvary. Those churches were dedicated on September 13 and 14, 335, 

 and shortly thereafter 
the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross began to be 
celebrated on the latter 
date. The feast slowly 
spread from Jerusalem to 
other churches, until, by 
the year 720, the 
celebration was 
universal. 

 


