
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd September, 2019 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.140 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Leslie Powne; Helen Ruth; Christine Harris; Yvonne Horak; Francis Lee; Victor 
Tapper; Tom Egan; Pam Squires; Lisa Alison; Dorothy Hamilton-Dean; John Cotter; 

Dom Anscar Cawley; Charles Boyle; Freda Knowles; Mary Ubodell; Elsie Foot; Thomas 
Wills; Louis Coles; James Coombes; Mrs. Cooney; Maria Tutley; Jill Thody; Pauline 
Grisbrook; Bishop John Kiely; Beatrice McComas; Mary Couch; John Greg Hewett; 
Raymund Upham; Canon Francis Cantell; Evelyn King; Margaret Snook; Agatha 

Hodgson; Margaret Miller; Michael Daly; Nellie Lewis; Ruby Joint; Tony Turner; Mary 
Yates; S. M. Bolsoni; Abigail Walsh; Herbert Robinson; Charles Hitchcock; Maude 
Barry; Edith Phillips; Sr. Alice McConville; Don Reynolds; Sr. Mary Bridget OSsS; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Vincent de Paul 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

8th September collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £62.41 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £246.28 £58.08 

Second £27.45  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £28.87 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £21.50 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.25 £33.00 

Added value through gift aid   £38.75 
 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £64.81 £10.00 £25.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £214.88 £15.00 £28.50 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £7.20 £10.00 £5.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.97 £33.92 £0.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £6.00 £47.00 £28.50 £22.00 

   £28.98   £5.50 
Thank you for your donations, totalling £114.50, to Home Mission Sunday 

2019 GLOBAL EVANGELISATION 
SUMMIT REPLAY:   

 
This Summit, which is the largest gathering 
for Evangelisation in the English speaking 
world, took place in Ottawa on May 4th this 
year and will be replayed on October 5th at 
Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre (Room 
4) from 9am (registration 8.30am) until 
5pm.  Speakers include Fr. James Mallon 
(Divine Renovation), Michelle Moran (Zion 
Community), Michael Dopp (Mission of the 
Redeemer Ministry), Cardinal Lacroix, Fr. 
Jon Bielawski and Michele Thompson. The 
event is FREE.  Register by booking on 
newevangelization.ca or phone 01752-
701660.  Tea/coffee/biscuits provided.  
Please make your own food arrangements. 

Diocesan Youth Vacancies 
The Diocese of Plymouth is recruiting for two 18-month Fixed Term 
Contract positions.   
Diocesan Youth Discipleship Worker 
1 Post- covering the Diocese: 4 days (28 hours) per week 
Location: St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon but would consider home 
based.  Salary: £25,425 p.a. FTE – actual salary £20,340 p.a. 

for 28 hours – plus car allowance, mobile phone allowance and pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
The role will be required to nurture young people aged 12 – 30, enabling them to know Jesus and become active members 
of the Catholic Church. The successful candidate will be a practicing member of the Catholic Church and demonstrate a 
natural enthusiasm for and understanding of how to work with young people 
Diocesan Youth Events Administrator 
1 Position: 3 days (21 hours) per week.  Location: St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon  
Salary: £20,275 FTE – actual salary £12,165 p.a. for 21 hours – plus pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
Working with the Youth Discipleship Worker the successful candidate will be responsible for organising and co-ordinating 
events for young people aged 12 – 30 both nationally and internationally. The position will require excellent organisational, 
communication and Microsoft office skills as well as proven ability to implement a programme of events.  
The posts will be subject to full DBS checks. For an informal discussion please contact Fr. Jonathan Bielawski on 01752 
701660.  Job descriptions, person specifications and application forms are obtainable by calling Jan Holton on 01364 
645383 or by emailing recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.  The closing date is Monday 7 Oct and interviews will be held on 16th 
Oct at St. Boniface House, Ashburton. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

In this town, was a little Church that served all the farmers, and every Sunday during a 
drought, all the farmers and their families would come to Church and pray for rain. The Pastor 
would tell the congregation every week that they needed to pray more. One week, one man 
finally stood up and said, ‘Preacher, every week we come here and pray, and you tell us we 
need to pray more, but nothing changes.’  The preacher replies, ‘That is because you do not 
have enough faith!’  The man angrily responds, ‘WHAT do you mean, we do not have Faith, 
we are here week after week, praying!’ The preacher calmly says, ‘Yes, but how many people 

do you see with umbrellas?’   

Marriage Matters:   
Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Money, money, money …not much changes!                                                                                       
Dishonest traders, crippling taxes, money lenders and unpaid 
debts – things haven’t changed much since the time of Amos. 
Honesty and trust are vital regarding all forms of wealth. Let us 
ask God for the gift of wisdom when deciding together how to 
use our money, wealth or scarcity. Dishonesty about money 
shows lack of trust and often leads to divorce. 

Plymouth Diocesan Youth Rally.   
St. Rita’s Honiton EX14 1AP, Sunday September 

22nd 2019,  
for youngsters of 8 – 17 years 

Its’-a-knockout; tug of war; netball; football; skittles; 
bouncy castle; gladiators; bungee run; BBQ.  Youth 
Mass with Bishop Mark. See posters for details. 
Contact: 01837 851438 or 07880 734088 or  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

If any Catholic who has 
received their First 
Holy Communion 
would like to serve on 
the altar on a regular 
basis at the 1030 Mass 
in the Abbey on 
Sundays, please get in 
touch with Fr. Francis 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
It has seemed a long week at school this week, partly because I can’t quite believe how many things have happened 
(as with every week), but also because my computer just gave up the ghost on Tuesday. Despite immediate attention 
and an almost complete body part change by those exceptionally nice, kind and knowledgable chaps in the Abbey IT 
Department, there was nothing that could be done to persuade it to change its mind. Even the removal of deep layers 
of fluff and dust from both around and within it did not do the trick. The only criticism I would have of the IT chaps is 
that, although the tins of spray air stuff are the best thing for the computer, they are not the best thing for the 
surrounding area as the dust flushed from my computer had to land somewhere and it chose to land everywhere across 
the office in a not so fine layer. Anyway, fortunately, a lot of the important programmes we use now are based on the 
internet so it was just a case of finding, remembering or more accurately scouring the darkest corners of my mind to 
relocate the web addresses. Most of the content of my computer is also backed up daily so I was soon able to get up 
and running again with the spare computer which the IT chaps had set up for me. However, every so often, what should 
be just a click away for a quick task has taken a little more thought and effort and it is that stop, start and slow down 
that has made the week seem longer than it really was.  
Meanwhile, Miss Slack and Mr Norman, one of our governors, have been inventing a sort of alpaca therapy for our 
children. We often have what are called “nurture” groups which are sessions for children who need a little support to 
manage their feelings and reactions to some things in life and in school. Miss Slack had noticed how some children in 
particular have responded particularly well in the past to the visits of the ponies or other animals and with Mr Norman, 
who has a herd (fluff?) of alpacas, decided to arrange a visit to the school for some of the children. The first visit has gone 
very well with one of our children, who can very often be a child of very few words, being described by another member 
of staff as an “alpaca whisperer”. Indeed, when I asked said child how the visit had gone, they were pleased to chat away 
for several minutes about what they had done and what the animal had liked and disliked. The visit turned minds once 
again to a school dog but I think I will have to hold out on safety reasons that dogs should not be subjected to office fluff 
in any degree and I have discovered this week just how much of that there is in my office - far too dangerous, I’d say. 

While she first found herself in the national spotlight for her memoir-turned-film, Dead Man Walking - in which she was 
famously played by Susan Sarandon - the Congregation of St. Joseph nun, Sr. Helen Prejean’s latest book is, in some 
respects, an effort to account for how she transformed from an introspective religious sister to a social justice warrior, 
and what’s sustained her along the way. 
At age 80, Prejean isn’t slowing down. She’s still crisscrossing the country, she’s actively texting, using her iPad, 
Tweeting, and, perhaps most importantly, she’s still preaching. 
Speaking to Crux, she says that in many ways, River of Fire is her effort to make sense of her own “slow awakening” to 
the needs around her in the world and the Second Vatican Council’s calling for engagement with them. 
Until her forties, she recalls living a quiet life focused on prayer, leading and organizing retreats, limited to her “cocoon.” 
Meanwhile, she began to see the work of religious sisters among the poor and marginalized in Latin America, risking 
their lives to work against dictators, and providing a Catholic witness in places where others were withdrawing. 
Back in New Orleans, she began slowly to confront the fact that the poor were around her at home. Perhaps in addition 
to praying for God to help them, she began to think, she could actually do so herself. 
Prejean began working in the housing projects, and eventually was asked if she’d be willing to correspond with an inmate 
on death row. She would go on to visit him and serve as his spiritual advisor, eventually accompanying him to his 
execution - an experience that would catapult her into becoming one of the world’s most vocal opponents of the death 
penalty. 
Looking back, she credits the “unleashing” of the spirit of the Second Vatican Council with spurring her to action. Her 
memoir, she says, “shows how Vatican II pointed us back to social justice and to the gospel.” 
“It also brought us back to the scriptures - it took us to the original source,” she continued. “And it reminded us that human 
experience shapes perspectives. When you move to the margins, or to the field hospital as Pope Francis says, you 
encounter people where they are.” 


