
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

29th September, 2019 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.143 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Martin Gompertz; Mary Knapp; Abbess Placidus Watson; Dom Denys Matthieu; Kevin 
Daly; Maggie Wolff-Ingham; Ellen Rose; Mary Duggan; Francejek Piotrowski; Dom 
Benedict Hauff; Mary Burke; Br. Adalbert Walsh; Winifred Hunt; Winnie Stuart; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Jerome 
Tuesday St. Therese of Lisieux 

Wednesday The Guardian Angels 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £66.70 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £292.01 £10.00 

Second £17.12  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £27.40 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.50 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £25.00 £51.00 

Added value through gift aid   £34.98 
 

Next Friday, October 4th 
is CAFOD Family Fast Day 

There will be a second collection next 
weekend for the money you’ve saved by 
fasting on that day (or another day if 
more convenient).  Gift aid envelopes 
are available in each church of the parish 
this week. 
 
Family Fast Day Prayer: 
St. Francis of Assisi, 
your whole life sang in harmony 
with God, nature and others. 
 
With you, we praise God for Brother Sun, 
full of beauty and splendour, 
warming the earth, 
Summoning shoots 
from darkness into daylight. 
 
We praise God for Sister Water, 
So useful and humble, 
precious and pure, 
greening arid ground, 
growing life in desert places. 
 
Pray for us, Francis, that, like you, 
we may care for all that exists, 
until Brother Sun and Sister Water 
produce a harvest shared by all 
in love and solidarity, 
justice and peace  

 

On Sunday 13th October, Blessed John Henry Newman will be declared a 
Saint by Pope Francis. 
Born in 1801, he was ordained in the Church of England and soon became 
the leader of the Oxford Movement, but converted to Catholicism in 1845.  
He founded the Oratory in England and was later made a cardinal.  When 
he died at the age of 89, more than 15,000 people lined the streets of 
Birmingham for his funeral.  He is widely considered to be one of the most 
significant figures of the 19th century. 
During the ceremony for his beatification in 2010, Pope Benedict said that 
Newman “tells us that our divine Master has assigned a specific task to 
each one of us, a ‘definite service’, committed uniquely to every single 
person.”  Pope Benedict continued: “The definite service to which Blessed 
John Henry was called involved applying his keen intellect and his prolific 
pen to many of the most pressing ‘subjects of the day.’  His insights into 
the relationship between faith and reason, into the vital place of revealed 
religion in civilised society, and into the need for a broadly-based and wide-
ranging approach to education were not only of profound importance for 
Victorian England, but continue today to inspire and enlighten many all 
over the world.” 
Fr. Ignatius Harrison, Provost of the Birmingham Oratory which was 
founded by Newman in 1849, said that “Newman’s lifelong success in 
bringing others to Christ shows us that the apostolate of Christian 
friendship achieves much more by attracting people to the Lord than by 
aggressive polemic.  Newman’s long and incremental spiritual pilgrimage 
shows us that God leads us to Himself step by step, in ways that He 
customises to our individual needs, and in His own good time.” 
www.newmancanonisation.com  

To prepare for the canonisation of Blessed 
John Henry Newman, you are encouraged to 
pray the novena prepared by the Newman 
Canonisation group.  It just consists of a 
decade of the rosary with a short reflection 
and prayer for each of the nine days before 
13th October.  Copies are available in each of 
the churches in the parish, or please contact 
parish@buckfast.org.uk   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

An elderly lady was well-known for her faith and for her boldness in talking about it. She would stand on her front porch 
and shout "PRAISE THE LORD!"  Next door to her lived an atheist who would get so angry at her proclamations he would 
shout, "There ain't no Lord!!"   Hard times set in on the elderly lady, and she prayed for GOD to send her some assistance. 
She stood on her porch and shouted "PRAISE THE LORD. GOD I NEED FOOD!! I AM HAVING A HARD TIME. PLEASE 
LORD, SEND ME SOME GROCERIES!!"  The next morning the lady went out on her porch and noted a large bag of 
groceries and shouted, "PRAISE THE LORD."   The neighbour jumped from behind a bush and said, "Aha! I told you 
there was no Lord. I bought those groceries, God didn't."   
The lady started jumping up and down and clapping her hands and said, "PRAISE THE LORD. He not only sent me 
groceries, but He made the devil pay for them. Praise the Lord!"  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Twice a year, we have a professional photographer visit the school to take photos of the children. In the summer term, 
the class photos are taken to provide a record of the children and their classmates, the main purpose of which will be to 
pull out in several decades time and laugh at the fashions and hairstyles and ponder over what happened to this or that 
child (whilst trying hard to recall that one stubborn name that refuses to come to mind). 
In the Autumn term, the individual photos are taken. One of the benefits of this is that the result can provide a rather nice 
Christmas present for family and friends which, I think, still holds true even in these days when we have multiple photos 
of everyone and everything on various devices. Nothing adorns a mantelpiece like an image of your smiling, freshly 
polished young relative which cannot help but make you smile when you look at it. 
These visits are booked a year in advance, as one challenge is completed, the next event is booked - almost at the same 
time, in the same place. I say “challenge” as the production of these little gems takes quite a lot of organisation of children 
and venue and an extremely cheery photographer with the patience of Job to await the perfect moment and the speedy 
reactions of Usain Bolt to press the button when that moment comes. This year, someone had seen fit to book the Dental 
Nurse on the same day - a good idea, you might think, teeth will hopefully have been cleaned and smiles will be bright. 
However, part of the nurse’s visit involves some of the children demonstrating the cleanliness of their teeth with disclosing 
tablets. Visions of bright, purple smiles swam before my eyes at the thought of them. Then, of course, there was lunch - 
Beef Bolognaise - another colourful addition to the image. We can wash the orange residue off the faces but the bits 
“saved for later” which often adorn the fronts of the children (in spite of the availability of serviettes at lunch) can shine 
out like beacons in the wrong light. 
Fortunately, with careful planning, teeth cleaning and spare jumpers, all photos were completed of individuals, plus 
siblings as required, and a new appointment made for 2020. Hopefully, we will remember some of the useful tips we 
learnt this year and use them to make next year run even more smoothly, but somehow I doubt it. These things only 
seem to come to mind at the last minute when we are on the threshold of the next challenge! 
 

2019 GLOBAL EVANGELISATION SUMMIT REPLAY:   
October 5th at Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre (Room 4) 
from 9am (registration 8.30am) until 5pm.   
Speakers include Fr. James Mallon (Divine Renovation), 
Michelle Moran (Zion Community), Michael Dopp (Mission of 
the Redeemer Ministry), Cardinal Lacroix, Fr. Jon Bielawski 
and Michele Thompson. The event is FREE.  Register by 
booking on www.newevangelization.ca or phone 01752-
701660.  Tea/coffee/biscuits provided.  Please make your 
own food arrangements. 

For those heading off to University for the first time, a warm 
welcome and pastoral/spiritual support is waiting for you 
there.  The Chaplain and Chaplaincy community are looking 
forward to meeting you and sharing the next few years with 
you.   Just have a look at the website to find out details of the 
chaplaincy at your university.  And have a great time!  
http://www.catholicsatuniversity.org.uk/  

Amongst prize-winners in competitions at The Catholic Youth 
Rally in Honiton last Sunday were Patrick and Matthew from 
our parish, so many congratulations to them. Medals were 
presented by Bishop Mark who congratulated youngsters 
from many parts of the diocese on taking a chance in 
attending the rally despite predictions of possible dire 
weather (which did not materialise). 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The September draw took place last Thursday and the 
lucky winners are: 
1st Prize (£25)   No. 82 Mr. Seamus Boden 
2nd Prize (£15)   No. 80 Ms. Alison Gagg 
3rd Prize (£10)   No. 28 Mr. Kevin Vickers 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 95 Mrs. Letitia Woolacott 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application 
form please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 
645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  

We offer our prayers and congratulations to Michael Vian 
Clark who is due to be ordained to the priesthood on 
Saturday October 12th in St. Thomas More Church, 
Darien, Connecticut, USA. 
May God bless him, his parents Lesley and Tim, all his 
family and all whom he will minister to in the years ahead. 

 

The September edition of the 
diocesan newspaper is now 
available free in each church in 
the parish.  One easy way of 
fulfilling our God-given task of 
spreading the Good News is to 
make this available to family and 
friends, so please take as many 
copies as you can. 

Marriage Matters:   
Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Beware of complacency and compensating 
Today we are warned about being complacent. Too 
often, we think everything is fine in our lives and then we 
realise we’ve drifted apart and feel isolated from our 
spouse; the atmosphere is strained; it is lonely in bed.  
The danger is to compensate with activities outside our 
marriage instead of sitting down, holding hands and 
getting back together again. 


