
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

6th October, 2019 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.146 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Julia Leonard; Harold Sydney Sanders; Joseph Horak; Shiela Gilroy; Elizabeth Farrell; 
Edward Lane-Claypon; Norah Bartlett; Grace Ellison; Helen Wilkinson; Isabel 

Dickinson; Michael Wilkinson; Dom Bede Forder; Agnes Lane; Denise Wood; Betty 
Boston; Percy Hamilton-Dean; Dom Angelo Ruess; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Our Lady of the Rosary 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Paulinus & 

Companions 
Friday Feria 

Saturday St. Wilfrid 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £74.20 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £255.00 £48.08 

Second £20.41  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £15.20 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.95 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £12.00 £49.00 

Added value through gift aid   £36.50 
 

Next Friday, October 4th 
is CAFOD Family Fast Day 

There will be a second collection this 
weekend  
God does not want anyone to be beyond 
reach of the love and support they need 
to thrive.  We are being asked to do our 
part in letting God’s will be done by 
extending the hand of friendship to the 
world’s poorest people. 

 

Bishop Mark writes: 
“Pope Francis has called the whole  
Church to observe an Extraordinary  
Month of Mission on 1-30 October 2019.   
In his words, it will provide “a wonderful  
opportunity to reflect upon and recommit  
ourselves to mission ad gentes – that  
most important element of mission that  
focuses on bringing the Gospel to those who have not heard it.”  You are encouraged to do all you can to celebrate this 
month, making use of the resources provided by Missio and creating events related to worldwide mission.”  
More information is available at https://missio.org.uk/emm/  
Also, Plymouth Diocese has produced a handy guide to some simple ways in which we could all involve ourselves in this 
special time of evangelisation.  There are suggestions and ideas for each of the four weeks, ranging from attending 
Benediction to ‘let friends and family know how much I care and tell them I pray that God will help them in their daily 
lives.’  Copies of the guide are freely available in each of the churches of the parish.  Suggestions of how we might take 
part in this initiative as a parish our welcome.  Just get in touch with Fr. Francis. 

 

The age of miracles is not passed! 
In case you haven’t seen it, I want to tell you about 
a two-part series on BBC television called ‘Inside 
the Vatican.’ It describes itself this way: “Filmed 
over an historic year, with unprecedented access 
inside the Vatican, we follow Pope Francis and the 

people who live and work inside this independent city state.” 
I watched it with a little trepidation, conscious that I’d never heard the BBC 
say anything good about the Catholic Church, but I was very pleasantly 
surprised.  It was a balanced look at the ordinary people who live, minister 
and work at the centre of our Church. The impression viewers are left with 
is of good, dedicated, fallible, humble human beings who love Jesus and the 
Church He founded and feel honoured and blessed to give their work and 
more of their lives to help it to function and prosper for the good of everyone. 
I don’t mind admitting to being quite emotional at the end of the second 
instalment; having been braced to hear and see the Church, the People of 
God I love, attacked and criticised yet again, the tension in me ebbed away 
as, without denying the serious failings we are all aware of, the Church was 
portrayed through its people as full of hope and determined to work their 
socks off to spread the Good News and help the Body of Christ to be holy 
and healthy. 
The programmes are available on BBC iPlayer, but only for the next 25 days, 
so don’t miss out! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

As soon as she had finished convent school, a bright young girl named Lena shook the dust of Ireland off her shoes and 
made her way to New York where before long, she became a successful performer in show business. Eventually she 
returned to her home town for a visit and on a Saturday night went to confession in the church, which she had always 
attended as a child. In the confessional Father Sullivan recognized her and began asking her about her work. She 
explained that she was an acrobatic dancer, and he wanted to know what that meant. She said she would be happy to 
show him the kind of thing she did on stage. She stepped out of the confessional and within sight of Father Sullivan, she 
went into a series of cartwheels, leaping splits, handsprings and backflips. Kneeling near the confessional, waiting their 
turn, were two middle-aged ladies. They witnessed Lena's acrobatics with wide eyes, and one said to the other: "Will you 
just look at the penance Father Sullivan is givin' out this night” 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
This week saw one of the regular visits to school which can be almost too exciting to bear for some - I am talking, of 
course, about the visit of the local firemen, complete with fire engine, to the children in Meldon. Our littlest children are, 
as you may know, learning about people who help us and, obviously, the Fire Brigade (to use their old name) is one of 
the key services we can call upon in our hour of need (although one really, really hopes that that may never happen). 
There is a chance to try on the uniform, sit in the cab and, I think this year, fire hoses were even used to spray water 
about. I don’t think there are many things more exciting than that to a small child (or indeed some grown-ups!) and 
these visits can make impressions which can last a lifetime. We are still hoping for a visit from the local police (in the 
nicest possible way) but, as we are all painfully aware, they are in short supply and may not be able to spare the time or 
personnel to come in this year. 
I’m not sure how it happened, but it is now October and it seems that apples are all the rage with pressings and tastings 
all over the place. Not to be outdone, the Abbey Education Department hired pressing equipment, including a scrabbler 
or scritcher or something like that, and over twenty-four hours have been crushing every apple in sight. They started with 
a session for the Abbey staff and then spent Friday in school crushing some of the plentiful apples we have in our new 
orchard. The resulting juice was absolutely delicious and the gentle aroma of apples wafting up the corridor was definitely 
one of the more pleasant smells that can be experienced in school. I think Alison and Claudia were impressed, but also 
a little alarmed, by the efficiency of the machine and were worried that they would not have enough bottles to cope with 
the output. There is talk of hiring the equipment next year to coincide with our harvest celebrations which will really help 
the children make the link between the food we eat and what we actually mean when we say “harvest”. I think many may 
only associate the word with bringing tins in for the local food bank! 
 

For those heading off to University for the first time, a 
warm welcome and pastoral/spiritual support is waiting for 
you there.  The Chaplain and Chaplaincy community are 
looking forward to meeting you and sharing the next few 
years with you.   Just have a look at the website to find 
out details of the chaplaincy at your university.  And have 
a great time!  http://www.catholicsatuniversity.org.uk/  

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Guard our love  
Today St. Paul reminds us “you have been entrusted to look 
after something precious, guard it with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us”.  For us this means we are the 
guardians of each other! We live that out by always striving 
to be tender lovers, gentle and kindly friends, and 
courageous, loyal supporters of each other. 

Bishop Mark writes:  
“The third Be a Red Wednesday Champion of Faith campaign will be held on 27th November 2019.  Red Wednesday is 
a hugely successful and high-profile campaign aimed at promoting religious freedom and shining a light on the suffering 
of persecuted Christians and others, especially in Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan and China.  I encourage you to support 
it.”  More information: https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/red-wednesday/ 
 
A little about some of the new Cardinals created on Saturday:  
“A majority of the new batch of red hats for the Catholic Church have years of experience as missionaries; more often 
than not, in countries where the Catholic presence is almost non-existent… Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, originally from 
Spain but currently serving as head of the Vatican’s dicastery for Interreligious dialogue, spent most of his life between 
the Nile Valley in Egypt and South Sudan, before being transferred to Rome… Cristóbal López Romero, currently serves 
as the archbishop of Rabat. A Salesian, he was in Paraguay from 1984 to 2003. From there, he went to Morocco, then 
Bolivia, then Spain; finally, Francis named him to lead the small Church in the Kingdom of Morocco in 2017… Italian 
Archbishop Matteo Zuppi of Bologna spent most of his priestly life in Rome, spending decades as a priest at Santa Maria 
in Trastevere and the Community of Sant’Egido, helping forge some of the community’s most successful peace initiatives, 
including the first peace accord on Mozambique, in the early 1990s… Luxembourgian Archbishop Jean-Claude Höllerich, 
a Jesuit, lived in Japan, where Catholics represent less than 0.3 percent of the total population, from 1994 to 2011, when 
Pope emeritus Benedict XVI appointed him archbishop of Luxembourg. During his priestly formation, he spent four years 
studying theology in Tokyo and is fluent in Japanese… Canadian Archbishop Michael Czerny, who was consecrated as 
an archbishop on Friday, currently serves as undersecretary of the Vatican’s Migrant and Refugee Section of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. But this Jesuit also lived much of his life as a missionary, first in 
El Salvador; in Kenya, he was the founder of the African Jesuit AIDS Network… Archbishop Michael Louis Fitzgerald’s 
last official position is that of papal representative to Egypt, but the Englishman is a member of the Society of the 
Missionaries of Africa and served in the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue for two decades before 
being sent to Cairo. He retired in 2012, and has since been serving as a parish priest back home. (St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish in Liverpool) Full article: www.cruxnow.com  


