
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspirational Lives Day 
Buckfast Abbey 
Saturday 19th October 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Book signing 

 
Speakers:  

 Terry Waite CBE, who will talk of his life, including almost five years as a hostage in Bierut. 
 Benjamin Mee, who bought a rundown zoo on the edge of Dartmoor and turned it around to make it a success.  

His story was made into a Hollywood film, “We Bought a Zoo” 
 Tracey Elliot-Reep, a photographer, author and adventuress who lives on Dartmoor and travels on horseback to 

far-flung corners of the world. 
 
Tickets £20 including tea, coffee and biscuits.  Available from the Bookshop or online at www.buckfast.org.uk/whats-on 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Anne Morgan; Mary Small; Alice Kalpman; Eileen Walker; Leonard Lindsay; Martin 
Henle; Dom Petroc Dangel; Laura Hobson; Louise Piers; Nora Dawson; Lucy Bond; 
Emma Foster; Andrew Maguire; Dom Jerome Gladman; Ellen White; Edward Hare; 

Win Lyons; Mary Ulyat; James Gibson; Dom Vitalis Leib; Ernest Baker; 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher Fr. James 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday St. Teresa of Avila 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Friday St. Luke 
Saturday Feria 

 

Extraordinary Month of Mission 
1-30 October 2019. 

There will be two Holy Hours as part of 
this parish’s response to the Holy 

Father’s call to make this a special time 
of spreading the Good News: 
Fridays, 18th & 25th October 

Both at 5 p.m.  
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

 

 

 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £63.05 £20.00 £46.55 £30.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £264.43 £28.08 £47.80 £110.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £15.20 £35.00 £30.00 £13.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.02 £33.92 £72.00 £35.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £17.05 £46.00 £32.50 £590.00 

   £40.75   £194.50 
Thank you for this, and especially for the very generous donations to CAFOD which, with gift aid, 
came to £1,201.35 

GATHER 2020  
LIGHT FOR MY STEPS 
This annual conference gathers people from the Diocese of Plymouth and 
beyond for a weekend of faith, formation and friendship. Our 2020 speakers 
include Sr Gemma Simmonds – director of the Religious Life Institute, teacher 
and spiritual director, Monsignor Robert Draper – Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Plymouth and Fr Anthony O’Gorman – parish priest and 
experienced supporter of the faith of young people. Livermead Cliff Hotel, 
Torquay Friday 31 January – Sunday 2 February. Please see the flyer for 
more information and booking form. We look forward to welcoming you to this 
opportunity to refresh your faith and to find new confidence in sharing it with 
others. Spaces are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment. 

Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday 

This is the day when the Holy Father invites all Catholics to contribute to a 
special collection for Missio, his charity for world mission.  Please support 
Missio in helping missionaries to work alongside communities throughout the 
world that are poor or in need, regardless of their background or belief.  Join 
in on this special day, that unites Catholics all over the world in prayer and 
celebration of our Church’s mission to share God’s love with all creation – 
‘Together we are Mission’.  You will be able to Gift Aid your donations by 
using the envelopes provided by Missio.  For more information visit 
www.missio.org.uk  Thank you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

A famous art collector is walking through the city when he notices a mangy cat 
lapping milk from a saucer in the doorway of a store and he does a double take. He 
knows that the saucer is extremely old and very valuable, so he walks casually into 
the store and offers to buy the cat for two dollars. The store owner replies, "I'm sorry, 
but the cat isn't for sale. The collector says, "Please, I need a hungry cat around the 
house to catch mice. I'll pay you twenty dollars for that cat." And the owner says 
"Sold," and hands over the cat. The collector continues, "Hey, for the twenty bucks 
I wonder if you could throw in that old saucer. The cat's used to it and it'll save me 
from having to get a dish." To which the owner says, "Sorry buddy, but that's my 
lucky saucer. So far this week I've sold sixty-eight cats." 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Try as I might to think otherwise, I am afraid one of the main impressions from this week is of water. Grey days with 
waves of rain carried on the wind across the view from my office window. Constant rain means wet play (which, as I have 
explained before, actually means dry play indoors, away from the inclement weather) and wet play can mean lots of 
unspent energy bouncing around the walls of the classrooms. Staff have tried hard to get the children out to play whenever 
a break in the clouds coincided with break time in school but this week that hasn’t always been easy. The older children 
also have a bit of a walk to and from the car park which we use for play when the field is too wet. This doesn’t usually 
matter (it isn’t that long a walk!)  but the speed and heaviness of the showers has meant that the children have been 
soaked en route back into school. Too much rain also means that the green roofs around the school invariably give in 
and start to leak despite my best pre-emptive efforts in getting gutters and drains cleared. There are few things more 
disappointing than having to pull a parent out of the line of a sudden torrent of water, well, okay, out of the way of a 
sudden and persistent dripping of water, when they are talking to you at the office counter. The next most disappointing 
thing is finding that the bin you put under the leak has a hole in it and the water is going in the top and dripping out of the 
bottom just as quickly. During these damp and grey conditions, it does make me think of the song of the boy writing to 
his parents from Camp Granada and life is presenting a dismal picture - but all we need is a little high pressure and a few 
crisp, dry days to quickly lift the spirits, and bins and leaks would be forgotten ... for a while.  
Next week is the last before the half term holiday and Fernworthy class will be holding a learning afternoon for their 
parents - they will showcase their new-found knowledge about healthy humans whilst they all enjoy some lovely hot soup 
that they will be making to their own healthy recipe. Mrs Kerswell was hoping to cook the soup over the open fire in the 
woodland but, discretion being the better part of valour, she has decided that maybe the hall kitchen would be a better 
place on this occasion! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Healing miracles in our marriage…He is there! 
God knows we need healing! Daily He performs, through the Holy Spirit, large and 
small healing ‘miracles’. When we look carefully and sensitively at what happens in 
our marriages, we can detect God alive and active within us. As we learn to choose 
to co-operate with His grace and mercy, He becomes evident in our lives. Let’s 
always thank Him.  

Bishop Mark writes:  
“The third Be a Red Wednesday Champion of Faith campaign will be held on 27th November 2019.  Red Wednesday is 
a hugely successful and high-profile campaign aimed at promoting religious freedom and shining a light on the suffering 
of persecuted Christians and others, especially in Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan and China.  I encourage you to support 
it.”  More information: https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/red-wednesday/ 

A message from the Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth): 
From early November, The Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) will be selling 
packs of Christmas cards for the first time.   
The cards have been lovingly designed by children in our Primary schools across 
the Diocese.  And since September, CCSP have visited a number of schools to 
promote the Christmas card competition as well as the work of the charity whose 
main aim is ‘PUTTING ALL CHILDREN FIRST’. 
Packs of 12 cards, featuring 3 copies of each of the 4 winning designs will be 
available to purchase soon for £5.00.  You can also pre-order packs using the order 
form which is available in each of the churches in the parish and sending it together 
with your payment to CCSP, St Boniface House in Ashburton. 
Please support the Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) and help the children in 
our local schools to become Good Shepherds who think of helping other children 
less fortunate than themselves.  This is one of the loveliest, kindest and most caring 
things that our children can do.       Thank you! 

Did you know that EWTN, The 
Eternal Word Television 
Network, can be viewed or 
listened to online.  Their website 
includes a collection of films and 
animations aimed at children of 
different ages which can be 
engaging and enjoyable ways of 
learning about the faith and living 
a good life.  Why not have a look 
at https://www.ewtn.co.uk/kids 

 

St Boniface's Catholic College 
in Plymouth is holding an Open 
Afternoon for prospective families 
wishing to continue their son's 
Catholic education into secondary 
school.  Current 4, 5 and 6 families 
are welcome to attend on Monday 
October 14th from 3.30pm - all 
welcome.  Meet their new 
Headteacher Mrs Cox, and take 
part in student-led tours of their 
facilities.  More information is 
available on their website at 
www.stbonifaces.com  

 
St. Teresa of Avila, pray for us 


