
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

20th October, 2019 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.152 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Ellison; Ethel Adams; Helen Striffler; David Ash; Joseph Harrington; Sydney 
Parker; Robert Dean; Guy Whinyates; Bishop William Vaughan; Edith Hamilton; 

Charlotte Daws; William Martin; Doris Vine;  
 

May they rest in peace 

 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher Fr. James 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday - 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Extraordinary Month of 
Mission 

1-30 October 2019. 
The second parish Holy Hour as 
part of our response to the Holy 

Father’s call to make this a special 
time of spreading the Good News 

will take place on Friday 25th 
October at 5 p.m. in the Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel 
The theme is  

“Take up your cross 
and follow me” 

 

 

 

This Sunday is World Mission Sunday 

This is the day when the Holy Father invites all Catholics to contribute to a 
second collection for Missio, his charity for world mission.  Please 
support Missio in helping missionaries to work alongside communities 
throughout the world that are poor or in need, regardless of their 
background or belief.  Join in on this special day, that unites Catholics all 
over the world in prayer and celebration of our Church’s mission to share 
God’s love with all creation – ‘Together we are Mission’.  You will be able 
to Gift Aid your donations by using the envelopes provided by Missio.  For 
more information visit www.missio.org.uk  Thank you. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £67.11 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £284.09 £48.08 

Second £13.60  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £23.35 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.40 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.55 £38.00 

Added value through gift aid   £40.00 
 

Are you aged between 15 and 20 or 
know someone who is and want to 
develop in the Faith?  
The Buckfast Abbey Youth Group 
will be meeting on Friday the 1st 
November and Friday 29th 
November in the Abbey Parish 
room.  
All are welcome whether you have 
attended before or not so please 
come and join us for lively 
discussions and a bit of fun.  
For more information please speak 
to Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith, 
Mike Smith or Peter Smith after 
Sunday Mass or email 
petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

“Dear young people, do not be 
afraid to dream of great 
things!” (Pope Francis) 

Please pray 
for the repose of the soul of 

Rev. Fr. Luke Humphrey OSB 
 

 
 

a member of the 
Buckfast Abbey Community 

who died unexpectedly 
on Tuesday 15th October 

May he rest in peace. 
 
It has not yet been possible to arrange 
for Fr. Luke’s funeral.  Details will be 
posted on the Abbey website as soon 
as they are available, or phone 01364 
645500 from Thursday. 

"Is there a Christian Response 
to our Biodiversity Crisis?" 

by Prof John Spicer 
 

7.30pm Friday 8th November, 
Plymouth University 

 
Hosted by 

Christians in Science South West 
and Plymouth University 

Chaplaincy 
All welcome, free entry 

www.cissouthwest.co.uk/biodiversity 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Upon entering a little country store, the stranger noticed a sign warning, "Danger! Beware of dog!" posted on the glass 
door. Inside, he noticed a harmless old hound dog asleep on the floor beside the cash register.  
"Is that the dog folks are supposed to beware of?" he asked the owner.  
 "Yep, that's him," came the reply.  
The stranger couldn't help but be amused. "That certainly doesn't look like a dangerous dog to me. Why in the world 
would you post that sign?"  
"Because," the owner explained, "Before I posted that sign, people kept tripping over him." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

I may have mentioned, once or twice, that in a school some people have many roles to play, for example, the headteacher 
does everything from management to mealtimes and teaching to tidying but, in a small school, the children often have to 
be many things as well. Sometimes this works in their favour as, this week, our School Councillors, elected by their peers 
to represent them in discussions with the headteacher, and who are also our Eco Committee, had to double (or is that 
treble?) as our Wildlife Champions. This meant that they were invited on a trip to Slapton as part of a day of celebration 
with the Devon Wildlife Trust where they learnt about wildlife and the importance of recycling. They came back armed 
with some great ideas about how to make our school more wildlife friendly and also enthusiastic to continue our work on 
recycling.  
The children in Fernworthy also took on a new role this week when they became chefs, preparing soup ready for the visit 
of their parents to their Learning Afternoon. Learning Afternoons are held by at least one class each half term and it is an 
opportunity for the class teacher and the children to “showcase” what they have learnt in the previous weeks about their 
latest topic. Fernworthy have been learning about healthy humans which has included, not surprisingly, how to eat well. 
Consequently, they prepared soup to their own recipe (with a little guidance from Mrs Kerswell on the combination of 
vegetables suggested), and a very oniony smell wafted up the corridors at one point as the fare for the afternoon was 
prepared. As it happened, all the soups turned out to delicious and a very welcome “winter warmer” as parents turned up 
in the midst of yet another torrential downpour and were very happy to hug a cup of soup as they heard out about their 
children’s new found knowledge.  
We now have a week off to restore our batteries ready for the next half term which will be full with the preparation of 
Advent and Christmas beyond that. 
 

Marriage Matters:  
Reflections on the Sunday 

readings. 
 
Prayer is essential for a 
deeper loving 
 
Today, Jesus encourages us 
to pray often and never lose 
heart. Praying together is a 
time for thanking God for His 
presence with us and for the 
blessing of our love for each 
other. We ask God to help us 
to forgive hurts, to share 
ourselves more deeply and to 
listen better. In darkness, pain 
or joy, He is there. 

Bishop Mark writes:  
“The third Be a Red Wednesday Champion of Faith campaign will be held on 27th 
November 2019.  Red Wednesday is a hugely successful and high-profile campaign 
aimed at promoting religious freedom and shining a light on the suffering of persecuted 
Christians and others, especially in Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan and China.  I 
encourage you to support it.”   
More information: https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/red-wednesday/ 
 

GATHER 2020     LIGHT FOR MY STEPS 
This annual conference gathers people from the Diocese of Plymouth and beyond for 
a weekend of faith, formation and friendship. Our 2020 speakers include Sr Gemma 
Simmonds – director of the Religious Life Institute, teacher and spiritual director, 
Monsignor Robert Draper – Vicar General of the Diocese of Plymouth and Fr Anthony 
O’Gorman – parish priest and experienced supporter of the faith of young people. 
Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay Friday 31 January – Sunday 2 February. Please see 
the flyer for more information and booking form. We look forward to welcoming you to 
this opportunity to refresh your faith and to find new confidence in sharing it with 
others. Spaces are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment. 

Did you know that EWTN, The 
Eternal Word Television 
Network, can be viewed or 
listened to online.  Their 
website includes a collection of 
films and animations aimed at 
children of different ages which 
can be engaging and 
enjoyable ways of learning 
about the faith and living a 
good life.  Why not have a look 
at https://www.ewtn.co.uk/kids 

 

Churches Together in Ashburton ONE WORLD WEEK  Events: 
i) Mon. 21st Oct. Simple Syrian Soup, Quaker Meeting House, 

Foales Court, 12.30 - 3.00 pm 
ii) Weds. 23rd Oct. Taize Prayer, Our Lady & St Petrock’s 

Church, 7-30 pm 
iii) Fri 25th Oct. OWW Quiz, St Andrew’s Parish Hall 7-30 pm 
 

The Diocese of Plymouth is recruiting for two permanent positions.   
Diocesan Youth Discipleship Worker – 4 days (28 hours) per week 
Salary: £20,340 p.a. for 28 hours – plus car allowance, mobile phone allowance and 
pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
Diocesan Youth Events Administrator – 3 days (21 hours) per week 
Salary: £12,165 p.a. for 21 hours – plus pension scheme (subject to eligibility) 
Both positions will be subject to a full DBS check.  Closing date: 4 November 2019, 
interviews: 21 November 2019.  Further information please follow the link: 
www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk and click on Careers under The Diocese tab. 


