
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

27h October, 2019 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.155 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Philip Roberts; Joseph Copping; Edmund Place; Daniel Place; Mary Ash; Edward 
Fennessy; Josephine Schiller; Sarah Hackman; Dom Lawrence Goscher; Charles Kerr; 

Bridget Bass-Twitchell; Patrick Doyle; Christopher Crosbie; Thomas Shaw; Ethel 
Parsons; Mary Belford; Helen Cochrane; Sarah Tinklar; Stanley Davis; Andrew Noel; 

Ernest Chiosso; Elizabeth Myhill; Andrew Dahl; Barbara Rayner; Bishop John Barrett; 
Barbara Connolly; Winifred Brocklebank; David Carroll; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher Fr. James 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Ss. Simon & Jude 

Tuesday – 
Thursday Feria 

Friday All Saints 
Saturday Holy Souls 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Are you aged between 15 and 20 or know 
someone who is and want to develop in 
the Faith?  
The Buckfast Abbey Youth Group will be 
meeting on Friday the 1st November and 
Friday 29th November in the Abbey 
Parish room.  
All are welcome whether you have 
attended before or not so please come 
and join us for lively discussions and a bit 
of fun.  
For more information please speak to 
Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith, Mike Smith 
or Peter Smith after Sunday Mass or 
email petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

“Dear young people, do not be 
afraid to dream of great things!” 
(Pope Francis) 

The funeral of Fr. Luke Humphrey 
OSB will take place in the Abbey at 12 
noon on Wednesday 6th November 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £43.43 £10.00 £44.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £185.34 £38.08 £280.47 £50.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £20.00 £30.00 £1.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £10.80 £33.72 £0.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.00 £41.00 £27.40 £45.00 

   £38.20   £25.00 
Thank you for the donations to Missio, which came to £478.37 

Next Friday, 1st November, is the 
Solemnity of All Saints.  This is a 
Holyday of Obligation. 
Holy Mass will be offered in this 
parish at the following times: 

Ashburton 10.00 a.m. 
Abbey 12.05 p.m. 
South Brent 7.30 p.m. 

Please note there is no 9 a.m. Mass in 
the Abbey on that day. 

A message from the 
Mothers’ Prayers 

Group: 
On 13th November we 

are going to host 
Carolyn Hart, the 

National Coordinator 
for England and Wales 
for Mothers Prayers. 
Carolyn will give us a 

little talk about the 
movement and pray 

with us. 
 

We would like to invite 
all interested to join us 

at this wonderful 
opportunity. 

 

It will take place 
Wednesday 13 
November in  

Ashburton Parish 
Rooms. Doors open at 
7pm to start at 7:30pm. 

Many thanks to those who joined in the Holy 
Hours on the last two Fridays when we prayed 
for strength to carry out Jesus Christ’s mandate 
to spread his Good News. 
One suggestion which has been put forward as 
a way of doing this is to establish a rota of 
‘greeters’ Yes, that is a real word! It’s not pretty, 
but it describes what these people would do. 
 
The idea is that the greeters would stand at the 
west end of the Abbey church at the end of the 
1030 Sunday Mass (not at the beginning, which 
is why we are not calling them welcomers) and 
approach people who might be new to the 
parish or visitors and invite them to coffee in the 
Violet Evelyn Hall.  We could prepare a little 
map of how to get there which the greeters 
could offer.  Perhaps they might also meet them 
again over coffee and, since the ‘ice is now 
broken’ spark a ‘get to know you’ sort of 
conversation. 
If you would be willing to help the Lord in this 
way, please get in touch with Fr. Francis 
(contact details to the upper left of this notice). 
  

Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people 
have entertained angels without 
knowing it. (Hebrews 13:2) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

How Many Dogs Does It Take to Change A Light Bulb?  
 

Dachshund: You know I can't reach that stupid lamp!  Rottweiler: Make me. Boxer: Who cares? I can still play with my 
squeaky toys in the dark. Labrador: Oh, me, me!!!!! Pleeeeeeeeeze let me change the light bulb! Can I? Can I? Huh? 
Huh? Huh? Can I? Pleeeeeeeeeze, please, please, please!  Alsatian: I'll change it as soon as I've led these people from 
the dark, check to make sure I haven't missed any, and make just one more perimeter patrol to see that no one has tried 
to take advantage of the situation.  Jack Russell: I'll just pop it in while I'm bouncing off the walls and furniture. Old 
English Sheep Dog: Light bulb? I'm sorry, but I don't see a light bulb?  Pointer: I see it, there it is, there it is, right there ... 
Greyhound: It isn't moving. Who cares?  
 

The Cat's Answer: Dogs do not change light bulbs. People change light bulbs. So, the real question is: How long will it be 
before I can expect some light, some dinner, and a massage?  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

If, like me, you like words and take pleasure from a well-turned out phrase or expression, you may be pleased to hear 
that vocabulary may be making a bit of a comeback. It seems that someone has noticed that intelligent people are very 
well read and, being well read, have lots of fabulous words that they know and understand and, importantly, use. There 
also seems to be some suggestion that we can increase our intelligence by learning and using a greater variety of words. 
At the very least, I would suggest, if you have more words that you can use, then you can describe more accurately what 
you are thinking, feeling or discovering. One of the examples I read was using “garner” or “procure” instead of “got” and 
already I have different impressions in my mind. Oh, I am really looking forward to enriching my conversation with the 
children by replacing such mundane words. The only problem in reality is that often the children, and many adults, don’t 
always use full sentences and they will come to the office counter and just say something like “register” when they mean 
“Good morning, please may I have the attendance register?”. Obviously, being the pedant I am, I do require them to flesh 
out the one-word demand before I will deign to move or respond to their request, but it may be we have a long way to go 
before we can move on to a more varied vocabulary. Although I could become like the compere on that old variety show, 
I can’t remember what it was called (The Good Old Days. Ed!), who used preposterously long words to introduce the acts 
for “the delectation and delight” of the audience who responded with gasps of amazement with every flamboyant 
description he uttered. For a while many would not be able to understand anything I was saying but I would have such 
fun. 
Anyway, the point of all this is that our literacy co-ordinator has been on a course and is now introducing the “vocabulary 
project”, as I believe it is called, to the staff to implement in their classes. I shall look forward to a higher quality of request 
in the future ... although “register, please” may be where I will have to start! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Piercing the clouds with our humble prayers 
 

‘The humble man’s prayers pierce the clouds.’ That is why Jesus said 
the prayers of the repentant tax collector won God’s favour, and why 
the judgmental attitudes of the Pharisees didn’t. There is a bit of the 
Pharisee in all of us; humility is knowing the truth about ourselves. 
Proud people deceive themselves; let us grow in humility together. 

"Is there a Christian 
Response to our 

Biodiversity Crisis?" 
by Prof John Spicer 

 
7.30pm Friday 8th 

November, Plymouth 
University 

 
Hosted by 

Christians in Science South 
West and Plymouth 

University Chaplaincy 
All welcome, free entry 

www.cissouthwest.co.uk/biodiv
ersity  

On Monday 28th October, the Independent 
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse begins a two-
week public hearing on safeguarding in the 
Catholic Church.  On 6th November Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols will give evidence as the 
President of the Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales.   
He has written: “…appearing before the Inquiry 
will enable me to offer again an unreserved 
apology to all who have suffered in the context of 
the Catholic Church and to express my profound 
regret at all that has taken place. It will also 
enable me to offer assurance of our willingness 
to learn further lessons about how to improve 
and strengthen our response to those who have 
suffered and our work of safeguarding. 
…The Independent Inquiry will … in due course, 
make recommendations covering many, if not all, 
aspects of safeguarding in the Catholic Church. 
I am sure that this scrutiny will be wide-ranging, 
and will include comment on the consistency with 
which our procedures are followed, the 
effectiveness of our record keeping, the quality 
of training we offer, the relationship between 
religious orders and dioceses and many other 
matters besides. All of this will take place in the 
context of our record of failures as well as our 
achievements. All of this will, quite properly, give 
importance to the voice and experience of 
survivors. 
Cardinal Nichols’ full statement is available at 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/safeguarding-in-the-
church-today/  

 
The November edition of 
Catholic Southwest is now 
available free in all the churches 
in the parish.  Take copies and 
give them to people you know 
who have drifted away from the 
Church – another easy way to 
help Jesus to reach out and 
touch people in this Special 
Month of Mission. 


