
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rembrandt: Abraham entertaining the angels 

One suggestion of how to carry out Jesus 
Christ’s mandate to spread his Good News in 
our parish is to establish a rota of ‘greeters’ 
Yes, that is a real word! It’s not pretty, but it 
describes what these people would do. 
 
The idea is that the greeters would stand at the 
west end of the Abbey church at the end of the 
1030 Sunday Mass (not at the beginning, which 
is why we are not calling them welcomers) and 
approach people who might be new to the 
parish or visitors and invite them to coffee in the 
Violet Evelyn Hall.  We could prepare a little 
map of how to get there which the greeters 
could offer.  Perhaps they might also meet them 
again over coffee and, since the ‘ice is now 
broken’ spark a ‘get to know you’ sort of 
conversation. 
If you would be willing to help the Lord in this 
way, please get in touch with Fr. Francis 
(contact details to the upper left of this notice). 

 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people 
have 
entertained  
angels  
without  
knowing it.  
(Hebrews 13:2) 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Emelia Cheston; Margaret Northcott; Dom Arnold Weiler; Audrey Lady Petre; Lucy 
Coombes; Brian Reavey; Ella Roberts; Peter Bray; Evelyn Mitchell; John de Ville; Dom 
Jean Colin; Carol Karaviotis; Mary Ford; Lilian Paynter; Margaret Anderson; Esther 

Capping; Frances Power; Lorna Adamson; Evelyn Adamson; Margaret Slocombe; 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher Fr. Sebastian 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Charles Borromeo 
Tuesday EBC Relatives & 

Benefactors 
Wednesday Funeral of Dom Luke 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Dedication of the 

Lateran Basilica 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Are you aged between 15 and 20 or know 
someone who is and want to develop in 
the Faith?  
The Buckfast Abbey Youth Group will be 
meeting on Friday 29th November in the 
Abbey Parish room.  
All are welcome whether you have 
attended before or not so please come 
and join us for lively discussions and a bit 
of fun.  
For more information please speak to 
Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith, Mike Smith 
or Peter Smith after Sunday Mass or 
email petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

“Dear young people, do not be 
afraid to dream of great things!” 
(Pope Francis) 

The funeral of Fr. Luke Humphrey 
OSB will take place in the Abbey at 12 
noon on Wednesday 6th November. 
 
There will not be Mass in the Abbey 
at 9 a.m. on that day. 

A message from the 
Mothers’ Prayers 

Group: 
On 13th November we 

are going to host 
Carolyn Hart, the 

National Coordinator 
for England and Wales 
for Mothers Prayers. 
Carolyn will give us a 

little talk about the 
movement and pray 

with us. 
 

We would like to invite 
all interested to join us 

at this wonderful 
opportunity. 

 

It will take place 
Wednesday 13 
November in  

Ashburton Parish 
Rooms. Doors open at 
7pm to start at 7:30pm. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £93.41 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £198.26 £38.08 

Second £17.60  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £18.63 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £27.50 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £35.00 £45.20 

Added value through gift aid   £30.55 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The October draw took place last Tuesday and the lucky winners are: 

1st Prize (£25)   No. 52    Mr. Mike Smith 
2nd Prize (£15)   No. 115   Mr. Luke Fieldhouse 
3rd Prize (£10)   No. 48     Mr. K. Waterman 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 54   Mrs. Kathy Smith 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please contact 
Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A mangey looking guy walks into a very classy restaurant and orders a steak. The waitress says: "I'm sorry, but I don't 
think you can pay for your meal." The guy admits, "You're right. I don't have any money, but if I show you something 
incredible, will you give me my supper?" “Okay,” says the waitress. "Deal!" says the guy. 
He reaches into his coat pocket and pulls out a hamster. He puts the hamster on the ground and it runs across the room, 
directly to a piano. The hamster then proceeds to climb up the piano, and starts playing Gershwin songs. The waitress 
says, "You're right. I've never seen anything like that before. That hamster is truly good on the piano." The guy sits back 
and enjoys a fine steak supper with all the trimmings. Shortly thereafter, he asks the waitress, "Can I have a piece of 
that fine blueberry pie I see on the dessert cart over there?" "Only if you got another miracle up your sleeve", says the 
waitress.  
The guy reaches into his coat again and pulls out a frog. He puts the frog on the table, and the frog starts to sing up a 
storm! A stranger from a nearby table runs over to the guy and offers him $300 for the frog.  
The guy says "It's a deal." He takes the three hundred and gives the stranger the frog. The stranger runs out of the 
restaurant with dollar signs in his eyes and a big smile on his face. The waitress says to the guy "Are you some kind of 
nut? You sold a singing frog for $300? It must have been worth millions!" "No", says the guy. "The hamster is also a 
ventriloquist."  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

In spite of the inclement weather this week, we have still welcomed a number of visitors to the school. As always they 
were a many and varied bunch.... 
On Monday, we hosted a training day for our colleagues from nearby Plymouth CAST schools who joined our staff to 
learn about the latest initiative on early reading. In their honour, we put the heating on in the hall, unfortunately, I also 
put the underfloor heating on in the kitchen (which really doesn’t need it) and when it came on again the following day, 
the meal time assistants nearly had to be replaced due to heat exhaustion the floor was so hot! We also welcomed 
Mark, the manager from the Grange Restaurant, who did food hygiene training with other staff and finally, yet more staff 
did training with an assessor from GP Strategies who are currently helping to enhance and develop the IT and maths 
skills of our some of our Teaching Assistants. 
On Tuesday, we welcomed Dr Barnett, whose girls used to attend St Mary’s, who had kindly returned to talk to 
Fernworthy class about keeping healthy as part of their Healthy Humans topic. 
Next, as the children spend a little time each year learning about other faiths and they are currently learning about 
Islam, on Wednesday, a lady called Wesam came to talk to the children about her faith as a Muslim. She really brought 
her religion to life for the children who were clearly interested in what she was telling them - so much so that one boy, 
who was supposed to be leaving early, asked if he could come back to hear the rest of her session. 
Also on Wednesday, our multi-tasking School / Eco Wildlife Championing Councillors met with Maya from the Devon 
Wildlife Trust to make pine cone bird feeders which they then hung in our orchard. This is part of our initiative to make 
our school grounds more wildlife friendly, although, possibly a couple of hedgehog sized life buoys maybe more useful 
at present.  
On Thursday and Friday, Miss Slack showed prospective parents around the school - a tour which takes ever longer as 
there is so much new and exciting to share with every passing year. Although given the conditions, the parents were 
not given the full woodland experience - they just had to take Miss Slack’s word about the mud kitchen and pizza oven! 
The final visitor of the week was our new link director from Plymouth CAST, Jacqui, who met with Nicola to find out 
more our school. 
Added to all those visitors were the behind the scenes folk like the pest control lady and the lift inspector and the 
intruder alarm mechanic who help keep the school safe for everyone. Not to mention Pete and Maia from the Gardens’ 
Department who braved the green roof in the pouring rain to clear those lovely little plants from the gutters in an effort 
to stop the roof leaking! 
So, another busy week in school - as always! 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings. 

The call to praise and affirm each other 
Jesus affirmed Zacchaeus by going to his house 
for a meal.  How often is our focus on what we want 
our spouse to do rather than on how can we bring 
him/her life and joy?  A daily reflection on where 
we need ask for forgiveness and on how we can 
affirm our spouse for something, brings us both 
new life. 

"Is there a Christian Response to our 
Biodiversity Crisis?"  by Prof John Spicer 

7.30pm Friday 8th November,  
Plymouth University 

Hosted by 
Christians in Science South West and Plymouth 
University Chaplaincy. All welcome, free entry 

www.cissouthwest.co.uk/biodiversity  

Youth Sunday 
Ice Skating followed by Mass 

Sunday 24th November 
11.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Plymouth Pavillions 

For young people between 10 and 17 years’ old 
11.30 Arrive 
12 – 1.30 p.m. Skating 
Walk to Christ the King Church for food and drink 
3 p.m. Youth Mass 

 
Cost: £8 each.  Parental Consent Form in advance essential 
(obtainable from your Parish Priest)  
Under 12s must be accompanied by an adult on the ice rink. 
 
Please inform Patrick Morris by 20th November if you are coming 
so that he can book in advance. 
 
See poster for more details. 
Patrick’s contact details: 0788 073 4088  pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  


