
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

10th November, 2019 Remembrance Day  

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mildred Kingdon; Dom Mellitus Hauler; Meta Banbury; William Stuart;  
Frederick Gower; Kay Salter; Margaret O’Brien; Emily Mitchell; Ivy Bridge;  
Mary Causton; Heloise Chatrian; Margaret Minns; Timothy Rymer Cooper;  

Ruby Hawkes; Bessie Hawkins; Dom Adalbert Pappelau; Elizabeth Sampson;  
Brenda Andrews; Martin Baker; Philip Lewis; Ken Mills; George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; 

William Kennard; Robert Dundas; Marjorie Coleman; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Norah Hamm Frank Power 

Fr. Christopher Fr. Sebastian 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis Phone line for prayer: 

call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Martin of Tours 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday All Benedictine Saints 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Gertrude the Great 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Are you aged between 15 and 20 or know someone who is and want to 
develop in the Faith? The Buckfast Abbey Youth Group will be meeting on 
Friday 29th November in the Abbey Parish room. All are welcome whether 
you have attended before or not so please come and join us for lively 
discussions and a bit of fun.  
For more information please speak to Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith, Mike 
Smith or Peter Smith after Sunday Mass or email 
petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

“Dear young people, do not be afraid to dream of great things!” 
(Pope Francis) 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £56.38 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £207.44 £28.08 

Second £8.90  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £17.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £27.12 £43.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.50 £45.70 

Added value through gift aid   £39.43 
 

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of 

 

Norah Hamm 
 

who died peacefully on 
1st November, 2019. 

She attended the church of  
Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petrock, 

Ashburton and more recently 
resided in Redmount Care Home. 

 

Norah’s funeral service will be held 
at Torbay Crematorium and will 

begin at 10.30 a.m. on Tuesday 19th 
November 

 
This Sunday we will pray for 
the repose of the souls of those 
who have perished in armed 
conflict.   
There is a short service in the 
parish cemetery after the 1030 
Mass at the Abbey:  Gathering 
at the lych-gate, where a 
plaque remembering 
parishioners who gave their 
lives for their country is 
situated, we remember them 
and all who have died in war.  

Next weekend, we will have a second 
collection for the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This is the last of these before Christmas. 
Humanitarians expressed concern over 
the situation of Syrian civilians displaced 
by the Turkish invasion of northeastern 
Syria. They say that as the cease-fire 
there is about to expire, they are seeing 
increasing numbers of refugees fleeing 

into Iraq while others are trapped inside the country. 
"In the last 24 hours alone, 1,736 Syrians crossed into Iraq, the highest number to 
cross in one day since the beginning of Turkey's military operation," said Karl 
Schembri of the Norwegian Refugee Council, in a statement made available to 
Catholic News Service. Ibrahim Barsoum, a program officer working with the 
refugees for the Christian Aid Program Northern Iraq, described the refugee 
situation in a phone call with Catholic News Service from Dahuk, a province in 
northern Iraq. "They come with smugglers or just cross the borders at night, and 
Iraq's Kurdish regional security forces receive them," Barsoum said. "Many of them 
need immediate and urgent support. Food and basic needs for winter time: blankets 
and clothes even. They don't have it. They just ran to save their lives and their kids' 
lives. It is a tragedy." 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

Not surprisingly, as a school, we are inundated with requests from charities asking us to hold fundraising events for them 
and throughout the year we do raise hundreds of pounds for charity. If engaged with carefully and selectively, it can be a 
win win situation. For example, when learning about endangered species, Fernworthy class also held a “Wear it wild” day 
to raise funds for a wildlife charity. Through their research, and information about the aims of the charity, the children 
were able to learn about an issue but also make a contribution to change something in the world, albeit in only a small 
way.  
At this time of year, there are some very high profile campaigns, one of which is the Poppy Appeal. Obviously this raises 
awareness of national and international importance and provides the opportunity to talk to the children about the many 
issues surrounding wars, not just the evils but also the courage and compassion and sheer heroism of people. 
Interestingly the merchandising has improved significantly recently and the children can show their support through 
donating money for a variety of items, one of which is a “snap band”. This is a type of bracelet which is a flat rubber strip 
with a metal spring inside but when slapped against your wrist rolls up around it. These are, for some reason, exceptionally 
popular with the children which is surprising when you hear the startled “ouches” as the children hit their own wrists for 
at least the first time and often a number of times after that as well!  
Next week yellow teddy bear ears will be very much in evidence as we support Children in Need and at Christmas those 
seasonal jumpers will make their annual appearance for Save the Children - all in a good cause, as they say! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Rejoice, our reward is great in heaven 
Today we are asked to believe in God’s untiring love. When 
we married we said ... ‘til death us do part’; this helps us live 
in sure and certain hope of eternal life as He promised. We 
seek to not be distracted by outside pressures, but to turn to 
each other in our difficulties and to listen with open hearts.   

A message from the Mothers’ Prayers Group: 
On 13th November we are going to host Carolyn Hart, 

the National Coordinator for England and Wales for 
Mothers Prayers. Carolyn will give us a little talk about 
the movement and pray with us. We would like to invite 

all interested to join us at this wonderful opportunity. 
 

It will take place Wednesday 13 November in 
Ashburton Parish Rooms. Doors open at 7pm to start 

at 7:30pm. 

Youth Sunday 
Ice Skating followed by Mass 

Sunday 24th November, 11.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Plymouth Pavillions 

For young people between 10 and 17 years’ old 
11.30 Arrive; 12 – 1.30 p.m. Skating; Walk to 
Christ the King Church for food and drink; 3 p.m. 
Youth Mass 

Cost: £8 each.  Parental Consent Form in advance 
essential (obtainable from your Parish Priest)  
Under 12s must be accompanied by an adult on the ice 
rink. 
Please inform Patrick Morris by 20th November if you are 
coming so that he can book in advance. 
See poster for more details. 
Patrick’s contact details: 0788 073 4088  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

An unusual visitor to the 
Abbey church 
Fr. Francis saw something 
tiny moving on the floor of the 
nave. 
 
  A fly?  A beetle?  
 
 
 
On much closer inspection, 
he got quite a surprise! 
 
The creature was just left to 
go on its amphibious way… 

Staff and trustees at the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Plymouth) have been totally blown away by the response 
they have received from 337 children in 11 of our Catholic 
schools throughout the Diocese ! 
It was a very difficult task for the trustees to choose just 4 
winners and 4 runners up, as the standard of entries was so 
high.  They are hoping to surprise the winners by visiting their 
schools to deliver their prize which includes a gift card, 
certificate, thank you letter and a framed copy of their winning 
design.   
The cards are currently being printed and produced into 
packs and pre-orders are already being received at St 
Boniface House in Ashburton.  The packs of 12 cards, 
featuring 3 copies of each of the 4 winning designs will be 
available to purchase in parishes soon for £5.00.  To pre-
order your pack(s), please complete an order form and send 
it together with your payment to CCSP, St Boniface House in 
Ashburton. 
Please continue to support the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Plymouth) and help the children in our local schools to 
become Good Shepherds who think of helping other children 
less fortunate than themselves. 
Thank you ! 

Vocations Weekend for young women 
Theme: Discernment and Vocation 
Dates: 29 Nov - 1 Dec 2019 
Location: Liverpool 
The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). 
There is nothing quite like religious life – it’s an 
extraordinary adventure into a deep relationship with 
God. 
If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life 
and would like to find out more why not come along?  
You are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come 
along on Saturday for the day. There will be opportunity 
for prayer, reflection and input, chance to ask questions 
and to meet others who are also wondering where God 
is calling them. 
 
 For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com  or visit our website 
www.fcjsisters.org  

 

 


