
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th November, 2019 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p. 164 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris; Dora Southwort; Petronel Ferens; George Stuart;  
Arabella Kelso; Dorothy Mellow; Octavius Hewings; Mildred Beard; Jan Buswell; 

Walter Herring-Mason; William Tolley; Kathleen Baker; Mani Le Forse; Hilda May; 
Bertha Waller; Stephen Elliott; Margaret Cork; Br. Laurence Donnelly;  

Gregory Noblet; Patience Stubbs; Nora Biggle; Bessie Davis; St. John Molesworth; 
Alfred Howe; Thomas Barry; Hazel Clarke; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Fr. Sebastian Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Edmund,  
King & Martyr 

Thursday Presentation of  
Our Lady 

Friday St. Cecilia 
Saturday St. Columban 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Are you aged between 15 and 20 or know someone who is and want to 
develop in the Faith? The Buckfast Abbey Youth Group will be meeting on 
Friday 29th November in the Abbey Parish room. All are welcome whether 
you have attended before or not so please come and join us for lively 
discussions and a bit of fun.  
For more information please speak to Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith, Mike 
Smith or Peter Smith after Sunday Mass or email 
petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

“Dear young people, do not be afraid to dream of great things!” 
(Pope Francis) 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £56.45 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £257.45 £48.08 

Second £3.89 £7.50 
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £11.00 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £8.70 £27.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.56 £43.50 

Added value through gift aid   £41.13 
 

This weekend, we will have a second 
collection for the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This is the last of these before Christmas. 
 

The Diocese of Plymouth is recruiting for the following permanent position: 
Caritas Manager – Diocese of Plymouth – 35 hours per week 
Salary: £40,000 per annum plus car allowance, mobile phone allowance 
and pension scheme (subject to eligibility). 
The position will be subject to a full DBS check.  Closing date:  2 December 
2019, interviews: 17 December 2019.  For further information please follow 
the link: www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk and click on Careers under The 
Diocese tab or see the Church noticeboard. 
Registered Charity Number: 213227 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
Next Sunday, 24th November 

 

 
 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for 
veneration in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel from after the 1030 Mass until 
Vespers on this day.   
Please join us for a parish holy 
hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time 
thanking Jesus for being with us.  A 
quiet, relaxed time of meditation in 
His presence.  This year the young 
choristers from St. Mary’s School will 
be joining us. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards we will have  
a relaxed time of companionship  

over a cream tea. 
 

MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS - Concert - SATURDAY, 7TH DECEMBER  
 4PM at The Church of the Assumption of Our Lady, Abbey Road, Torquay  
A medley of seasonal songs & music performed by: 
accomplished group ENIGMA, The Brass Ensemble, St Joseph's Youth 
Music Group and Our Lady of the Angels School Choir 
Tickets £5 Adults (children free), to include refreshments 
from group members or call 01803 872618/ text 07715164555. 
All proceeds towards HCPT (Handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage Trust) 
Torbay Group 179's  Easter Children's Pilgrimage to Lourdes. (for more 
info:  www.hcpt.org.uk) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”  
(Job 8:21) 

A An elderly Parish Priest was searching his wardrobe for his 
clerical collar before Sunday Mass. In the back, he found a 
small box containing 3 eggs and a large sum of money  
totalling £350. He called his housekeeper to enquire about  
the box and its contents. Embarrassed, she admitted having 
 hidden the box there since being employed 30 years previously. The Parish Priest asked her, "WHY?" She replied that 
she hadn't wanted to hurt his feelings. He asked her how the box could have hurt his feelings. She said that every time 
he had delivered a poor sermon, she had placed an egg in the box. The priest felt that 3 poor sermons in 30 years was 
certainly nothing to feel bad about, so he asked her what the £350 was for. She replied, "Each time I got a dozen eggs, 
I sold them to the neighbours for £1." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

As expected, the week drew to a close in a riot of dots and yellow fluffy ears (actually, brown fluffy ears, as well, as we 
had some “Blush” ears for sale, whom you will all know is a lady friend of Pudsey’s). Miss Slack had also organised one 
of our usual, quiet, cake sales (often referred to as “a bit of a bun fight”) at the end of the day on Friday to bring our 
Children in Need fundraising to a close. I think we will have raised a couple of hundred pounds with our efforts. 
But the cake sale was not the most exciting thing to happen this week as Venford class (our six and seven year olds) 
took part in the filming for Songs of Praise which will be broadcast sometime around Christmas. The children had been 
lucky enough to be invited to perform the Nativity with real animals at Pennywell Farm. There was a considerable amount 
of paperwork which had to be completed in double quick time as the children each had to be “licensed” to take part and 
new information seemed to come in right at the last minute about what the children needed to do and know. Miss Slack 
tried to prepare a few of the more reliable children as to what would be expected but once they were “on the set” her 
control was limited as the producer decided who would do which role. There was some reluctance amongst the potential 
cast to play some of the roles but, in the end, everyone had something to do, including some of the braver adults, and 
costumes were donned accordingly. There was a bit of a disagreement, at one point, with one of the innkeepers who 
insisted several times, when asked, that, yes, there was room at the inn. When he finally agreed to say “No, there is no 
room in the inn”, he decided that his “patience was losing him” and he refused to play the role any more. Luckily another 
child stepped up and the performance was able to continue, fortunately keeping closer to the story we know and love.  
In spite of it being a long and cold morning, as basically and probably somewhat obviously, the Nativity is performed in a 
barn, the children enjoyed themselves and were keen to tell the other children about their experience upon their return to 
school. I think Miss Slack, however, may watch the final outcome with some trepidation and may resort to watching from 
behind a cushion in case it all gets too much for her - after all, a producer’s idea of “cute” could turn out to be a 
headteacher’s idea of misbehaviour! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Go on quietly working at our marriage, stand before God 
together 
In marriage, one partner can work hard at the relationship, 
the other take it for granted. When both work at it, marriage 
can be the most marvellous relationship possible. Today, 
take time to stand before God together and ‘the sun of 
righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays’. We all 
need this healing. Let’s reaffirm our vows today. 

Youth Sunday 
Ice Skating followed by Mass 

Sunday 24th November, 11.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Plymouth Pavillions 

For young people between 10 and 17 years’ old 
11.30 Arrive; 12 – 1.30 p.m. Skating; Walk to 
Christ the King Church for food and drink; 3 p.m. 
Youth Mass 

Cost: £8 each.  Parental Consent Form in advance 
essential (obtainable from your Parish Priest)  
Under 12s must be accompanied by an adult on the ice 
rink. 
Please inform Patrick Morris by 20th November if you are 
coming so that he can book in advance. 
See poster for more details. 
Patrick’s contact details: 0788 073 4088  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

Vocations Weekend for young women 
Theme: Discernment and Vocation 
Dates: 29 Nov - 1 Dec 2019 
Location: Liverpool 
The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). 
There is nothing quite like religious life – it’s an 
extraordinary adventure into a deep relationship with 
God. 
If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life 
and would like to find out more why not come along?  
You are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come 
along on Saturday for the day. There will be opportunity 
for prayer, reflection and input, chance to ask questions 
and to meet others who are also wondering where God 
is calling them. 
 
 For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com  or visit our website 
www.fcjsisters.org  

A Report of a meeting by Tracey Fuller, a member of our 
parish: 

World Day of the Poor 17th November 2019 
Our Diocese has set up Caritas Plymouth – a network to 
tackle social issues. Caritas held a Diocesan wide event on 
12th October for people to learn more about the World Day 
of the Poor.  
At the event we heard from specialists from the Trussell 
Trust who provide foodbanks across the country. We heard 
movingly from Church Action on Poverty who showed a 
video report by teenagers who were suffering from hunger. 
It was shocking to see articulate and well turned out young 
people saying that they were hungry every day at school, 
that they sometimes became angry because they were 
hungry, that hunger and poverty made them feel isolated 
and excluded and gave them a sense of shame. Over the 
coming weeks and months it would be good for us in our 
parish, to think about what we might do to help those who 
are suffering in own environment and truly enter into the 
Pope’s World Day of the Poor so that we can become a 
church of the poor, for the poor. 


