
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

24th November, 2019 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe Readings p. 167 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Elizabeth Tremlett; Kathleen Bond; Kenneth Litster;  Joan Jeffrey; Anne Morrin; Mary 
Scarrett; Diana Copeland; Audrey Cole; Agnes Warren Vernon; Sheila Bissett; Nina 

Wallis; Roger Burke; Sean Bass-Twitchell; 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Fr. Sebastian Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Sylvester 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Cuthbert Mayne 
Saturday St. Andrew 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Are you aged between 15 and 20 or 
know someone who is and want to 
develop in the Faith? The Buckfast 
Abbey Youth Group will be meeting 
on Friday 29th November in the 
Abbey Parish room. All are 
welcome whether you have 
attended before or not so please 
come and join us for lively 
discussions and a bit of fun.  
For more information please speak 
to Tamzin Sparks, Erika Smith, 
Mike Smith or Peter Smith after 
Sunday Mass or email 
petesmithtwentyone@yahoo.co.uk 
 

“Dear young people, do not be 
afraid to dream of great 
things!” (Pope Francis) 

The Diocese of Plymouth is recruiting for the following permanent position: 
Caritas Manager – Diocese of Plymouth – 35 hours per week 
Salary: £40,000 per annum plus car allowance, mobile phone allowance 
and pension scheme (subject to eligibility). 
The position will be subject to a full DBS check.  Closing date:  2 December 
2019, interviews: 17 December 2019.  For further information please follow 
the link: www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk and click on Careers under The 
Diocese tab or see the Church noticeboard. 
Registered Charity Number: 213227 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
Sunday, 24th November 

 
 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for 
veneration in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel from after the 1030 Mass until 
Vespers on this day.   
Please join us for a parish holy 
hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time 
thanking Jesus for being with us.  A 
quiet, relaxed time of meditation in 
His presence.  This year the young 
choristers from St. Mary’s School will 
be joining us. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards we will have  
a relaxed time of companionship  

over a cream tea. 
 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £39.65 £10.00 £52.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £189.13 £53.08 £72.41 £475.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £23.35 £30.00 £1.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.50 £36.92 £15.00 £22.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £49.60 £41.00 £30.60 £80.00 

   £42.75   £144.25 
Thank you for your contributions to the Parish Syria Appeal which, with gift aid, came to 
£905.26 

Please pray for 
the repose of the soul of 

 

Mike Ashton  
of Buckfastleigh 

 

who died on  
Saturday 23rd November. 

 

Fortified by the rites of Holy 
Mother Church 

 
May he rest in peace 

 
Funeral arrangements will be 
made in the near future. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”  
(Job 8:21) 

A police officer had just pulled over a car full of nuns for going too slow on  
a major highway. Police officer: "Why were you driving so slowly?" Nun driver: "I kept seeing all these signs with the 
number 20 on them and figured that was the speed limit." Police officer: "No, Sister, that is the highway number." Nun: 
"Oh, I'm so sorry, Officer, I didn't know that." Then the police officer looks into the back seat and sees that the nuns there 
have panic-stricken faces and white knuckles from holding on to each other too tightly. Police officer: "What's wrong with 
the nuns in the back seat?" Nun: "Oh, we just got off Highway 166 a few miles ago." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

Although Christmas comes a little earlier in schools, out of necessity to accommodate the holidays(!), fortunately it does 
not come packaged and ready to go in October as it does in the shops. However, towards the end of November, the signs 
are starting to appear - the first twinkle of glitter on the carpets, the sounds of Christmas carols and other seasonal 
favourites like “Walking in the Air” floating along the corridors, the requests for doilies and black pipe cleaners (angel 
wings and sheep legs) to be ordered; the frightening comments like “in four weeks’ time we’ll be having our Christmas 
lunch at St Cuthbert’s” and the plans for staff Christmas outings appearing on notice boards. 
It would be nice at this point to be able to pause and savour the moment in anticipation of Advent and Christmas beyond 
but, alas, as in the world around us, “normal business” does not stop. There are lesson plans to be written, work to be 
monitored and scrutinised, advisers to meet, new and potential families to welcome, a myriad of different documents 
flying hither and thither - responding to this, requesting that, courses and seminars to attend.  

There are also teachers looking perplexed as they ponder the solution to their most 
enthusiastic singers being the most inaccurate - how do you sort that in a four-year-old? 
Or, with twenty-nine children and a corresponding number of expectant families, how 
many Mary and Josephs can you have without losing something of the impact of the 
story? How many choir t-shirts have we got and, more importantly, which safe place did 
we put them in? However, as the festive season rushes past us, there is always a child 
to remind you, through their smiles and excitement, that they are full of anticipation and 
they are savouring the moment because they aren’t bogged down with life. Maybe we 
all should just set the world aside for a while and join them in that. 

 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Let us radiate His life and light and goodness 
‘Today you will be with me in paradise’ – Jesus’ words as He hung on the 
cross; even in His agony, He still chose only to love. Through Him, we are 
given the strength to bear anything joyfully; with the saints we ‘inherit the 
light’. Today, let us radiate His life, light and goodness, acknowledging Him 
as our Lord and King. 

Youth Sunday 
Ice Skating followed by Mass 

Sunday 24th November, 11.30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

Plymouth Pavillions 
For young people between 10 and 17 

years’ old 
11.30 Arrive; 12 – 1.30 p.m. Skating; 
Walk to Christ the King Church for food 
and drink; 3 p.m. Youth Mass 
Cost: £8 each.  Parental Consent Form 
in advance essential (obtainable from 
your Parish Priest)  
Under 12s must be accompanied by an 
adult on the ice rink. 
Please inform Patrick Morris by 20th 
November if you are coming so that he 
can book in advance. 
See poster for more details. 
Patrick’s contact details: 0788 073 4088  
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk  

MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS - Concert - 
SATURDAY, 7TH DECEMBER  
 4PM at The Church of the Assumption 
of Our Lady, Abbey Road, Torquay  
A medley of seasonal songs & music 
performed by: 
accomplished group ENIGMA, The 
Brass Ensemble, St Joseph's Youth 
Music Group and Our Lady of the Angels 
School Choir 
Tickets £5 Adults (children free), to 
include refreshments 
from group members or call 01803 
872618/ text 07715164555. 
All proceeds towards HCPT 
(Handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage 
Trust) Torbay Group 179's  Easter 
Children's Pilgrimage to Lourdes. (for 
more info:  www.hcpt.org.uk ) 
 

On Friday evening, during his last event in Thailand, Pope Francis picked 
up the concept of rootedness, urging young people of the tiny Catholic flock 
in the country to be “deeply rooted” in the faith of their ancestors, not to be 
stuck in the past, but to “find the courage that can help us respond to every 
new situation.”  To be rooted in the faith of those who came before, he said, 
had to endure “many trials and much suffering,” yet they discovered that the 
secret to a happy heart is the “security we find when we are anchored, 
rooted in Jesus: in his life, in his words, in his death and resurrection.” 
Those who don’t have a firm sense of “rootedness,” Francis said to the 
hundreds of young men and women who had gathered in Bangkok’s 
cathedral, risk being swayed by the “voices” that compete for their attention. 
Many of these, he said, “are attractive and nicely packaged; at first they 
seem appealing and exciting, but in the long run they will leave you only 
empty, weary, alone and disenchanted.”   
The fact that they are a new generation, he said, means they have new 
hopes, dreams and questions, but also doubts. “yet firmly rooted in Christ.” 
This rootedness, he insisted, allows them to view everything with “the joy 
and confidence born of knowing that the Lord has sought us out, found us 
and loved us infinitely.” 

“Friendship cultivated with Jesus 
is the oil needed to light up your 
path in life and the path of all those 
around you: your friends and 
neighbors, your companions at 
school and work, including those 
who think completely unlike 
yourselves,” he said. 
On Saturday, Francis will head for 
Japan, where he will stay until 

Nov. 26. He is scheduled to visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Sunday. 
Photos and video available at http://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html  

 

 


