
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholics can’t “watch from the balcony” during the United Kingdom’s 
Dec. 12 general election, according to the bishops of England and Wales. 
Polls show the ruling Conservative party leading with 42 percent, followed 
by the Labour Party with 30 percent, with the Liberal Democrats coming 
in third with about 15 percent.  YouGov is predicting the Conservatives 
will have a 68-seat majority in Parliament. 
“Conscious of the common good of every person and our society as a 
whole, we ask everyone to engage with the election and vote,” the bishops 
said in a Nov. 29 statement issued at the end of the Autumn meeting. 
“Honest political activity depends upon integrity. We urge all in public life 
to recognize that telling the truth, not making vindictive and abusive 
comments or unattainable promises, are essential,” the bishops 
continued. 
The bishops acknowledged that the question of the United Kingdom’s 
place in Europe has dominated the political discourse. 
“Citizens have a duty to emphasize and help shape a politics rooted in the 
service of human rights and peace. The test of any policy should be its 
impact upon human dignity, particularly for the most disadvantaged in our 
society,” it continued. 
In their statement, the bishops asked Catholics to consider several points 
before choosing a candidate to support. 
These include respecting the innate dignity of every human being; 
defending both the child in the womb and the good of the mother; the 
dignified care for those who are terminally ill and dying, while opposing 
the “false compassion” of assisted suicide or euthanasia; and the needs 
of those who are frequently neglected or discarded by society. 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Nora Prosser; Hilda Goddard; Madeleine Batten; Siobhan Thomas; Elizabeth Alison; 
Catherine Parr; Frederick Walters; Dom Wilfrid Schneider; Robert Wilshaw; Harold 
Truscott; Bertha Prowse; Edgar Smith; Mary Everall; Henry Slesser; Peter Donovan; 
Br. Adalbert Walsh; Catherine Cross; Nancy Carlisle; Dorothy Walmsley; Patrick 
Boston; Kay Jones; Tullius Noblet; Venessa Anne Emmett; Eileen Ashton; Sheila 

Cocks; Katie Gayton; Hilary Beard; Edith Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; Margaret Fennell; 
Edward Phillipps; Beryl Gompertz; Margaret Sawdye; Edith Major; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 
Fr. Sebastian Frank Power 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Advent 
Tuesday St. Francis Xavier 

Wednesday Advent 
Thursday Advent 

Friday Advent 
Saturday St. Ambrose 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Funeral Service for  
Mike Ashton  

will take place in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel in the Abbey at 
2.30 p.m. on Friday 6th December 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £48.86 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £268.10 £53.08 

Second £12.57  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £60.50 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £12.91 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £45.50 £46.00 

Added value through gift aid   £44.50 
 

Advent Services of Light 
Ashburton  
7:30 p.m. Tuesday 3rd Dec. 
 

South Brent  
7:30 p.m. Thursday 5th Dec. 
 

Please come and join in this prayerful 
expression of the season of advent: a 
time of watchfulness and hope, 
preparing ourselves to greet our 
newborn saviour. 
Members of other Christian churches 
have been invited, so please come and 
help to welcome them. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Allen Evans, formerly a member 
of the Abbey staff, who died recently 
and for his wife and two young 
children in their tragic loss. 

The bishops also called for politicians to challenge “the global rise of xenophobia and racism,” and to help the process of 
integration for migrants and refugees in the country. 
Other issues mentioned by the bishops included fighting global poverty, protecting the environment, respect for religious 
freedom, protections for marriage, and respecting the rights of parents to raise their children in accordance with their faith. 
“We call on all Catholics to pray for the wellbeing of our society. May the Holy Spirit guide our choice as we seek together, 
and for all, ‘life to the full’,” the bishops concluded. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”  
(Job 8:21) 

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he 
was short of time and couldn't find a space with a meter. So he put a note 
under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the block 100 times. 
If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. FORGIVE US OUR 
TRESPASSES."   
When he returned, he found a parking ticket from a traffic warden along 
with this note. "I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a 
ticket, I'll lose my job. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

Well, you may be pleased to hear that the anticipation that I was lacking last weekend has now turned up. Although, for 
some reason, it feels like the anticipation one might feel when poised at the top of a ski slalom and about to start a 
downhill run. The next three weeks are filled to bursting with events and activities which will come at us at a rate of 
knots, luckily all to be enjoyed rather than endured, and at the end of the three weeks we will hopefully finish with a 
delightfully executed halt with just the merest spray of snow as a final flourish. Or we may just be a tangle of arms and 
legs in a heap and a relieved smile that says “we made it!” 
The coming week sees Burrator class visiting the Abbey for the Education Department’s St Nicholas Day where the 
children will think about the joy of giving at Christmas. Prior to the day itself, the children are asked to donate various 
everyday items being collected for a charity in Africa. On St Nicholas Day, the children gather in the church with all the 
other schools present and together bring forward the items they have collected. They then have the opportunity to take 
part in various crafts across the Abbey site and are encouraged to make an item to keep and an item to give away. It 
always seems to be a good way to start the season with the children being encouraged to look at the needs of others, if 
not before their own, at least alongside them. 
As advance notice, the Crib Blessings will take place the week after next across the Parish churches. Parishioners are 
warmly invited to join the children for the simple service which sees the arrival of the Nativity scenes in each church. 
The Art Club have, once again, been busily creating sheep and angels and the children in each class has been busily 
learning their words for the services.  
Monday 9th December, 2.00pm – Burrator Class, St Dunstan Church, South Brent 
Tuesday 10th December, 2.00pm – Fernworthy Class, Our Lady of Lourdes and St Petroc Church, Ashburton 
Thursday 12th December, 2.00pm – Venford Class, St Benedict’s Church, Buckfastleigh  
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the 
Sunday readings. 

Walk in the light of the Lord 
God’s Word is clear – we can only be 
certain of each current moment in our day-
to-day lives. To live as couples in the 
‘present moment’ more often, we need to 
apply ourselves to today’s call from Jesus 
to “stay awake”. Also St Paul tells us, “the 
time has come: you must wake up now”, 
because now is all we have. 

The Diocese of Plymouth is recruiting for 
the following permanent position: 
Caritas Manager – Diocese of Plymouth – 
35 hours per week 
Salary: £40,000 per annum plus car 
allowance, mobile phone allowance and 
pension scheme (subject to eligibility). 
The position will be subject to a full DBS 
check.  Closing date:  2 December 2019, 
interviews: 17 December 2019.  For further 
information please follow the link: 
www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk and click on 
Careers under The Diocese tab or see the 
Church noticeboard. 
Registered Charity Number: 213227 

MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS - Concert - 
SATURDAY, 7TH DECEMBER  
 4PM at The Church of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, Abbey Road, Torquay  
A medley of seasonal songs & music 
performed by: 
accomplished group ENIGMA, The Brass 
Ensemble, St Joseph's Youth Music Group 
and Our Lady of the Angels School Choir 
Tickets £5 Adults (children free), to include 
refreshments 
from group members or call 01803 872618/ 
text 07715164555. 
All proceeds towards HCPT (Handicapped 
Children’s Pilgrimage Trust) Torbay Group 
179's  Easter Children's Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. (for more info:  www.hcpt.org.uk ) 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The October draw took place last Tuesday and the lucky winners are: 

1st Prize (£25)   No. 47    Mr. Kevin Waterman 
2nd Prize (£15)   No. 31   Mrs. Nell Beale 
3rd Prize (£10)   No. 7   Mr. Mike Lang 
4th Prize (£7.50)  No. 106   Name witheld 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish syria aPPeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form please contact 
Mike Lang, or Fr. Francis on 01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Are you:  
 Anxious about your marriage relationship? 
 Alone or distant from your partner? 
 Disillusioned or bored in your marriage? 
 Without the time or desire to communicate? 
 Experiencing coldness or conflict? 
 Frustrated, hurt or angry with your partner? 
 Unable to see how to change your situation? 

Call us on 07887 296983 or visit our website: 
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/  

 
This organisation is recommended by Jillian Wilce, Diocesan Advisor for 
family life.  She would like to work with them to offer a programme in the 
South West in the summer of 2015.  Besides those who may wish to use 
their support, Jillian invites you to contact Retrouvaille, or her on 01364 
645390 if you are a couple who feel able to offer prayer and practical 
support to the programme.  As she writes: “These are often couples who 
have overcome their own difficulties and recognise the need to support 
marriages in both good and bad times. 


