
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

8th December, 2019 2nd Sunday of Advent Readings p. 85 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Anne Leitch; Johanna Beck; Mary Wood; Mary Shea; Frederick Ratcliff;  
Thomas Morrin; Lena French; Mary Kennard; Florence Lewis; Henry Schiller; 

Abbot Placid Hooper; Dom Adam Hamilton; Emily Hare; Reginald Middleton; 
Arthur Salter; Dorothy Whileblood; Margaret Carroll; Henry Southworth;  

Robin Lindsay Smith; George Gornall; Julia Rundle; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Fr. Sebastian Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday Advent 

Wednesday Advent 
Thursday Advent 

Friday St. Lucy 
Saturday St. John of the Cross 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £64.00 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £238.93 £58.08 

Second £28.97  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £49.26 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £20.50 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £54.45 £36.80 

Added value through gift aid   £43.45 
 

Next weekend we will have our usual 
collection for the decoration of the 
churches with flowers at Christmas. 

 

For many years now, the children of 
our parish school of St. Mary’s, have 
travelled to each of the smaller 
churches in our parish to join us as we 
bless the crib in each place.  We think 
together about the meaning of the 
great feast we prepare for in Advent, 
and the children lead us in readings, 
prayers and songs. Please come and 
join us if you can for one or more of the 
crib.  They are simple and brief, but 
very charming services.  Afterwards 
we enjoy a little social time together 
with the children.  Our thanks go to 
Miss Slack and her staff at the school 
for working so hard to make sure that 
the children have a real understanding 
of the true mystery and beauty of the 
Birth of Jesus Christ. 

Crib Blessing Services –  
All begin at 2 p.m. 

 

Monday 9th Dec. South Brent 
Tuesday 10th Dec. Ashburton 
Thursday 12th Dec. Buckfastleigh 

 

Christians of other denominations were this 
week welcomed to our churches of Our Lady 
of Lourdes & St. Petrock in Ashburton and St. 
Dunstan in South Brent for the annual Advent 
Service of Light.  It’s a time of reflection on 
scriptures and hymns which dwell on the 
prophecy of the coming of the Lord.  It’s a 
much appreciated time of deep communion 
with those who share our common baptism, 
regarded by all as an important stage in our 
yearly pilgrimage to Bethlehem, two thousand 
years ago, as well as a staging-post marking our 
time of waiting in hope for the Day when all 
will be revealed and God’s kingdom will be 
fully realised.   It’s also a time of fellowship, 
focussing on what unites Christians and hoping 
for the unity among is which Jesus prayed for.  
The closer we come to Jesus, each from our 
own direction, the closer we come to each 
other. 
And, as with all Christian endeavour, it looks in 
two directions: inwards to our own thoughts 
and concerns, but also outwards to the needs 
of others.  In Ashburton, £43.60 was collected 
and sent to Families for Children, the local 
Adoption Agency.  In South Brent, £130 was 
collected and sent to Children’s Hospice South 
West.  Thank you to all who worked at making 
these Services so successful. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”  
(Job 8:21) 

Thank you for this, Fr. Gabriel: 
 

Religion’s getting into everything these days, even Christmas:  
Someone went into the post office to buy stamps for their 
Christmas cards.  They say to the clerk, “May I have 50 
Christmas stamps, please.”  The clerk says, “What 
denomination?”  The shopper says, “God help us.  Has it come 
to this?  Give me 22 Catholic, 12 Anglican, 10 Methodist and 
6 Baptists.”  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 

When the Community of Buckfast Abbey kindly allowed us the use of the former Convent for the school, we gained more 
than extra room into which to grow. Firstly, we now have a beautiful little chapel, with stained glass windows made by the 
monks and a quiet and calming room in which to reflect. This is important as it is protected by its very nature from 
becoming commandeered too often for other uses, although the Chorister Music Teacher is allowed to use it to teach 
piano, but that is as far as the school has seeped into the chapel. Every other space – in corridors, hallways, corners of 
rooms – staff will be found teaching children in small groups or one to one to help boost the children’s learning. Anyway, 
I digress, the point about the chapel is that Miss Slack, realising the fever pitch that we will all be reaching with the coming 
of Christmas, has wisely created a Prayer Space where all the children will have the opportunity to spend time before 
Christmas. A Prayer Space is an area that has been transformed for a few days with a range of creative activities that 
encourage personal reflection on issues such as forgiveness, injustice, thankfulness, big questions, identity and stillness. 
The activities include a chain of impossible dreams where the children have been told to think about the Angel Gabriel 
telling Mary that “nothing is impossible with God” and they are then encouraged to write their dreams down on a link to 
make a paper chain. There is also “Sorry Sand” where they can draw or write down something they know they have done 
wrong for which they would like forgiveness. They can then rub it out and put it into the past and move on. It is very hard 
not to be moved by the atmosphere created in a Prayer Space and reflecting on life, the universe and everything is 
something everyone should try to make time for. 
Oh, and secondly, we inherited three Christmas trees, and a surprising amount of bling, which have all been found space 
in the school. We have not had a tree for a number of years as we rely on one being donated to us, but the new found 
treasures (or should that be “treesures”) have been very tastefully decorated and now brighten up the foyer as you arrive. 
I must say the cleaners were full of joy at the glittery floors they encountered – but fortunately they are very nice ladies 
and take it all in their stride! 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings. 

Advent – a new beginning for us? 
Today, Isaiah talks about trust and Matthew focuses 
on forgiveness.  Advent is the opportunity to discover 
new ways to help our partner to trust us and to share 
themselves.  Our prayer can be that we drop our 
defences, become more vulnerable and have the 
courage to open ourselves to be able to really listen, to 
share and to change.  

Despite rising extremism, two missionary priests in Southeast Asia believe that anti-Christian persecution has 
“strengthened the prophetic role of church.” “We exercise our role as prophets in our time” in calling out abuses against 
Christians, said Monsignor Romeo Saniel, who serves as vicar administrator of Jolo in the Philippines and has participated 
in several peace negotiations between the Philippine government and militant Muslim factions. 
For Fr. Neville Fernando of Sri Lanka, the challenges of combating extremists were cemented this year on Easter Sunday 
when he was one of the first responders to the brutal attacks across Sri Lanka targeting Christians and killing over 300 
people and injuring some 500 others.  In the aftermath, he feared that the country - which has enjoyed relative peace 
since the end of its decades-long civil war in 2009 - would erupt in widespread violence between religious factions. 
Yet Fernando said that the country’s Catholic bishops have been united in their efforts to keep the peace. He told Crux 
that “we went house to house to say not to do harm to any Muslim neighbours. ‘They are your brothers and sisters,’ we 
said,” noting that they emphasized that Muslim extremists shouldn’t taint the entire religion. 
That a search for truth as a necessary part of peacebuilding has been something that Saniel has pushed for in the 
Philippines, as well, where he’s been a key interlocutor between the government and the country’s Catholic and Muslim 
leaders. Earlier in his career as a priest, two Muslims approached Saniel while he was celebrating Mass. They put a gun 
to his head but when they pulled the trigger, the gun jammed and they fled in fear. 
“The Lord saved me,” Saniel says of that experience, which has since led him to realize he had a “vocation to commit 
myself to interreligious dialogue and helping young Muslims in particular” - he adds that it’s come with the realization that 
“the people you serve may be the people who want to kill you.” 
In response to these threats on his life - and the lives of other Christians - Saniel says he believes that the Church’s 
message that all life is valuable is something that can aid interreligious dialogue for all people of goodwill. 
In the Philippines and Sri Lanka, both men believe that peacebuilding and reconciliation are essential - and that they find 
the perfect example in the witness of Jesus Christ who came to earth and lived among neighbors of all backgrounds and 
differences, yet worked toward unity. “Fraternity and friendship is a must,” said Fernando, while adding that “differences 
are good and beautiful, too.”       Full article: www.cruxnow.com  

Many in the parish, and especially in Ashburton, will remember Viera Florkova, a lady 
from Slovakia who lived in Ashburton and worshipped in Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 
Petrock’s.  A few years ago we were sorry to see her leave us, but joyful that she had 
chosen to try her vocation with the Poor Clares in Italy.  We heard this week that she 
will be professing her first vows in the Poor Clares’ Monastery in Cesena on Sunday 29th 
December.  Let’s give thanks to God and pray for Sister Maria Agnese, that she will 
know much joy in her life of consecration to the Lord. (picture: Sr. Maria at her clothing 
as a novice)  


