
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

15th December, 2019 3rd Sunday of Advent Readings p. 88 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Florence Stancombe; Frederick Caddy; Francis Pilkington; Br. Matthias Westaway; 
William Bell; Bob Lewis; Dom Henry Hoskin; Dom Edmund Boussard;  

Charles Boyce; Edward Gerace; Tammy Pickford; Janet Simpson; Justin Pope; 
Pamela Mason; Dom Paulinus Angold; Dorothy Burke; Gladys Robinson;  

Thomas James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; 
May they rest in peace 

 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Fr. Sebastian Fred Cooke 

  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday – Saturday Advent 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday 
readings.  Cherish the gift  
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus’ 
coming. When Jesus came, the Magi brought 
gifts.  We are preparing gifts for family and friends. 
When you married, and every day since, you have 
gifted yourself...entrusted yourselves ...to each 
other; do you still cherish the gift? How much has 
trust helped you on your journey together? Thank 
the Lord!  

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £75.79 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £250.18 £38.08 

Second £17.40  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £38.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £38.20 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £17.00 £49.00 

Added value through gift aid   £32.75 
 

This weekend we will 
have our usual 
collection for the 
decoration of the 
churches with flowers 
at Christmas. 

Times of Christmas Masses  
in this Parish 

24th December  
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
Midnight Abbey  

 
25th December    

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
9 a.m. South Brent 

10:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

For details of other services in the Abbey over 
Christmas, see the handbills available in each 
church, visit www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 
645532  

 
This Sunday is known as 
“Gaudete Sunday” 
The day takes its common 
name from the Latin word 
Gaudete ("Rejoice"), as in: 
"Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, 
rejoice. Let your 
forbearance be known to 

all, for the Lord is near at hand; have no anxiety about anything, but 
in all things, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be known to God. Lord, you have blessed your land; you 
have turned away the captivity of Jacob." Philippians 4:4–6; Psalm 
85 (84):1 
While the theme of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus in three 
ways: his first, his present, and his final Advent, the readings for 
Gaudete Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord – Christian joy – as 
well as the mission of John the Baptist and his connection with 
Advent. The theologian Henri Nouwen described the difference 
between joy and happiness. While happiness is dependent on 
external conditions, joy is "the experience of knowing that you are 
unconditionally loved and that nothing – sickness, failure, emotional 
distress, oppression, war, or even death - can take that love away." 
Thus joy can be present even in the midst of sadness.  
In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that 
Gaudete Sunday is known as the "Sunday of joy", and that instead 
of fretting about "all they still haven't" done to prepare for Christmas, 
people should "think of all the good things life has given you." 

 

“The Two Popes” – a new film on Popes Benedict 
and Francis.  A review by Inés San Martín 
History is slightly re-written in this movie that 
claims to be “based on true events,” including the 
idea that then-Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
travelled to Rome to meet with Benedict XVI only 
months before he resigned the See of Peter. 
continued overleaf… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

One day a group of scientists got together and decided that man had come a long way and no longer needed God. So 
they picked one scientist to go and tell Him that they were done with Him. The scientist walked up to God and said, "God, 
we've decided that we no longer need you. We're to the point that we can clone people and do many miraculous things, 
so why don't you just go on and get lost."  God listened very patiently and kindly to the man. After the scientist was done 
talking, God said, "Very well, how about this? Let's say we have a man-making contest." To which the scientist replied, 
"Okay, great!" But God added, "Now, we're going to do this just like I did back in the old days with Adam." The scientist 
said, "Sure, no problem" and bent down and grabbed himself a handful of earth. God looked at him and said, "No, no, 
no. You go make your own earth!" 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
Some good things have happened at St Mary’s this week and at least one very good thing (and I do appreciate that 
people may wonder at my categorisation of these!).  The good things:  The crib blessings in each of the churches in the 
Parish went ahead this week and Miss Slack reported that it was very pleasing to see so many parents and parishioners 
at each service. These simple services have grown from very quiet beginnings to now being enjoyed by many people 
across the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are the children in St. Dunstan’s, South Brent and Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Petrock, Ashburton 
The tiny people travelled to St. Benedict’s in Buckfastleigh; their photo will appear next week 

The choir have visited one of the local old people’s homes and brought a little bit of Christmas to the residents with their 
carol singing. One of the younger children also tried to cheer up the residents by feeding them biscuits (literally) whether 
they wanted them or not, but fortunately was stopped before there was a medical emergency. 
More children have been able to visit the Prayer Space and the chain of dreams now stretches across the chapel with 
children hoping to be architects, bus or train drivers and at least one child would like to be an angel. Children have also 
asked for guidance from the Wise Men’s Star with things like working their iPad or with their gardening skills. 
We have had confirmation that the children from Venford class will feature on Songs of Praise this weekend and we 
have even been able to see some snippets of the Nativity, which they acted out with real animals at Pennywell Farm, on 
the Songs of Praise trailers on Twitter, or here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07xkd3w . However, this has done 
very little to allay Miss Slack’s fears about the finished product but that lies beyond her control in the editing… 
The very good thing:  Someone has put a bit of gaffer tape over the hole in the green roof above my office and, for the 
time being at least, it seems to have stemmed the flow of water dripping onto visitors as they sign in at the office hatch. 
This means I can put up the Christmas bunting, which was so kindly donated to the school by a parent, without it getting 
bedraggled and bewildered as the wet weather continues. Obviously, it also means people can visit without the fear of a 
cold drop of water down their neck when they arrive which is what makes it a "very good" thing! 
Next week the School Carol Service will take place in the Abbey Church on Wednesday at 3.45pm. Once again, 
parishioners are very welcome to join the children for the service. 

Film Review continued… However, much of the dialogue can be traced to actual papal speeches and documents, 
and some facts are interwoven into the narrative, blurring the lines of what’s real and what’s not. 
For instance, the set-up for the film is that Bergoglio is bringing his resignation as the archbishop of Buenos Aires to 
Benedict at Castel Gandolfo in 2012, and this begins a dialogue. That premise and interaction is fiction. However, Benedict 
did cut short his holiday in the papal summer residence to go back to Rome because of the Vatileaks scandal. But he went 
back alone instead of with an Argentine cardinal in tow. 
Based on the book by Anthony McCarten with the same name, “The Two Popes” is, for the most part, an honest attempt 
to be balanced, even if when it comes to telling the backstory of the pontiffs it focuses almost always on Bergoglio, bringing 
up the girlfriend he had before entering the seminary and his time working as a bouncer and in a chemistry lab. 
McCarten also wrote the script for the movie which is dialogue-heavy, with some funny, well-timed interruptions from 
security personnel and a smart watch that keeps reminding Benedict (and eventually Francis) that he needs to keep 
walking to reach his 10,000-steps-a-day goal. 
From the first scenes, which include the funeral of St. John Paul II, there is a clear attempt to be balanced. Soon after a 
journalist offscreen is heard saying the late pope was against reform and a conservative on issues such as gay marriage 
and the ordination of women, Opus Dei priest Father John Wauck is seen defending the election of Benedict, not as 
representative of a conservative college of cardinals but of a Church that is united.  Random people applauding the election 
while others attack it, someone calling Ratzinger a Nazi - which later Bergoglio himself emphatically denies - and other 
footage taken from real life, including the warm farewell Benedict received, are all attempts to make the film balanced. 
They are real and mostly successful.  If one watches “The Two Popes” expecting a faithful representation of the facts, 
then one is bound to be disappointed.  However, at the end of the film (spoiler alert!), one fundamental truth is loud and 
clear, and it is one that might enrage some who deny the continuity between the two men: had Pope emeritus Benedict 
XVI been a part of the 2013 conclave that elected Jorge Mario Bergoglio as his successor, he would have cast a vote for 
the Argentine.    Full article: https://cruxnow.com  

  


