
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd December, 2019 4th Sunday of Advent Readings p. 90 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Anne Saunders; Mgr. Charles Smith; Bessie Jefferey; Dom Anthony de Guingand; 
Dom Mark Strahl; Frederick Willington; Agnes Northcott;  Mary Berington;  

Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker; John Stuart; Abbot Anscar Vonier; John Scarrett; 
Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon; St. George Delisle Gray; Dom Henry Lindeman;  

Paul Witt; Mary Keating; Amelia Munday; Catherine Shillabeer;  
Gerald Vaughan-Williams; Fred Morris; Ethel Cross; Clara Sampson;  

Josephine Bellairs Walker; William Langram; Kathleen Vinden; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 

01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Advent 
Tuesday Advent 

Wednesday The Birthday of the Lord 
Thursday St. Stephen 

Friday St. John the Evangelist 
Saturday Holy Innocents 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:   
Reflections on the Sunday readings. 
Taking courage from love 
The Gospel relates how Joseph overcame his 
serious doubts about Mary ‒ and married her! She 
too had faced her own fears about the future ‒ and 
said “Yes!”  We too can have doubts and lack 
confidence in the future, but like Mary and Joseph 
we can take courage from our love for each other 
and God’s love for us too.    

Times of Christmas Masses  
in this Parish 

24th December  
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 
Midnight Abbey  

 
25th December    

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
9 a.m. South Brent 

10:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

For details of other services in the Abbey 
over Christmas, see the handbills available in 
each church, visit www.buckfast.org.uk or 
phone 01364 645532  
 

Last weekend’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £37.73 £0.00 £45.60 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £320.03 £53.08 £83.35 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £52.50 £30.00 £17.00 £0.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £10.00 £38.92 £17.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £12.10 £52.10 £44.65 £0.00 

   £43.53   £0.00 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Mike Juggins, formerly a member 
of the Abbey staff, who died recently 
in tragic circumstances. 
Mike’s funeral is at Torquay crematorium on 
Monday 23rd December at 2.30 p.m. 

Bishop Mark writes:  
The Holy Father has published an Apostolic Letter Motu Proprio 
instituting a particular Sunday in which to celebrate the Word of God.  
This takes place on the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary time each year.  
Associated with this, is the joint work of the Bishops’ Conference and 
the Bible Society project for this next year – “The God Who Speaks: The 
Year of the Word in the Catholic Church in England and Wales 2020”. 
Associated with the year, you may also be interested to see an 
impressively relaunched evangelisation website, with some excellent 
talks on the Scriptures, created and overseen by Fr Adrian Graffy, a 
priest of the Diocese of Brentwood, who is also a member of the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission.  You can access the website at 
www.whatgoodnews.org  I recommend it.  

Fr. Francis and all the monastic community are most grateful for the 
many Christmas greetings they have received.  They wish you all the 
joy of knowing that, in Jesus, born of Mary, God is with us. 

 

In the monastery refectory we are 
reading The Advent Calendar by 
Steven Croft.  It’s a charming easy 
read; an interweaving of images 
from the scriptures with a 
contemporary story, all with the 
purpose of inspiring reflection on 
the meaning of Christmas – the 
coming of Jesus Christ into our 
lives.  We recommend it! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter 
and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A husband and wife are in church. 
The preacher notices that the 
husband has fallen asleep and 
says to the wife, “Wake your 
husband up!”  
The wife answers, “You're the one 
who made him fall asleep, you 
wake him up!” 

 
************** 

A lady lost her handbag in the 
bustle of Christmas shopping. It 
was found by an honest little boy 
and returned to her. Looking in her 
purse, she commented, "Hmmm.... 
That's funny. When I lost my bag 
there was a $20 bill in it. Now there 
are twenty $1 bills."  The boy 
quickly replied, "That's right, lady. 
The last time I found a lady's purse, 
she didn't have any change for a 
reward." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
We have reached the end of term with the final flurry of activity which heralds the Christmas holidays. Over the past couple 
of weeks, we have suffered low attendance due to illness across the school but parents have struggled hard to keep the 
children in school as much as possible, partly to keep our attendance rates up, but also because the children do not want 
to miss any of the Christmas events. 

On Tuesday, our smallest children performed their, very aptly named, “Wriggly 
Nativity” before a packed audience in the School Hall. The children had been 
practising hard and were word perfect – an amazing accomplishment for three 
and four year olds. There was only one difficult moment when one of the animals 
would not leave the stage after they finished their part and had to be carried off 
but apart from that all was well.  
On Wednesday we held our Christmas Carol Service, which was a great success 
as always. Many children had to step up at the last minute to cover the readings 
of other children – I say, “step up” but ironically some were not actually tall 
enough to see over the lectern which had been provided. The tone of the service 
was set by the choristers who sang beautifully at the start of the service … then 
they had a frantic few moments changing from choristers to the Angel Gabriel 
and the like. Mrs Manley, this year accompanied by her daughter, Hannah, once 
more raised the roof with their powerful but extremely beautiful voices and again 
caused amazement from those who did not realise that someone so petite could 

produce so much sound! The poor teaching assistant, attending her first Carol Service at St Mary’s, standing between the 
two of them was more than a little nonplussed as they started to hit the high notes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, John Hughes, Head of Catering at the Conference Centre, and his staff welcomed over two hundred people 
for Christmas lunch as we once more held our traditional opportunity for families to join the children for lunch on our last 
day of term. Many hours of preparation are put in by the Conference Centre staff so that two hectic sittings in the space 
of two hours pass off with only the most minor of hitches here and there. As always we are very grateful to the Abbey for 
helping us to share with our school community in this way. 
So as the school now stands relatively quietly for the holidays, all that remains is to thank everyone who has 
supported the school this year in any way and to wish everyone a Merry Christmas!  

 
The Wriggly Nativity 

 
The crib blessing at St. Benedict’s Buckfastleigh 

 
The Carol Service 

Some local history from the Abbey chronicle of 1937: 
“On November 30th two cottages were destroyed by fire at Pridhamsleigh. There 
were two families living in them with a total of eight children, and the fire broke out 
at night, so that there must have been considerable anxiety until they were all safe 
and sound. A fund was opened for them immediately by Mr. Joyce, portreeve of 
Ashburton. The cottages lie about a mile east of the Abbey, therefore beyond the 
river, the road (main road Exeter to Plymouth) and the railway (Totnes-Ashburton 
line) on property whose western bounds are contiguous with our Furzeleigh farm. 
A lane runs from opposite Furzeleigh farm over the railway and past Pridhamsleigh 
to the cottages, where it forks, one way going in the direction of Totnes, the other 
to Ashburton. This lane is said to have been the scene of the apprehension of Sir 
Walter Raleigh on one of the occasions when Queen Elizabeth was in spiteful 
mood against this hero of buccaneering days. Of more antique interest is a truly 
exquisite relic of manorial architecture of the 13th century: a columbarium built in 
the shape of a beehive. It is in an orchard on the north side of the road opposite 
Pridhamsleigh farm, and in summer is entirely hidden by leafy apple trees, while 
even in winter it with difficulty attracts notice on account of a thick over¬growth of 
ivy. Yet it is 24 ft. high, 14 ft. 6 in. in diameter at floor level, and its walls are some 
3 ft. 3 in. thick. Ruins can be seen near by of what may have been the mediaeval 
manor house to which so imposing an ornamental structure. belonged. It should be 
mentioned that the doorway is massively arched with stone and from half-way up 
the roof is provided with tier upon tier of nesting holes. The corbelling of the roof is 
a skilful piece of mason s work. A round hole at the top is left open.” The medieval 
dovecot is now visible from the dual carriageway. 


