
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

29th December, 2019 Feast of the Holy Family Readings p. 106 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Harvey; Agnes Walder; John Kenny; Mary Pinney; Agnes Jones;  
Br Columban Wanner; Horace Stephens; Dom Martin Griffin; Rowena Caunter;  

Fr. Joseph Williams; Frank Gibbon; Helen Kenny; Margaret Barrack;  
Canon Kenneth Meiklem; Dom Odo Leib; Mary Sumner; Alban Atkins;  

Frederick Witt; Br. Alphonsus Laurent; Kathleen Crowley; Katherine Pruett; 
Edmund Sanderson; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Octave of Christmas 
Tuesday Octave of Christmas 

Wednesday Mary, Mother of God 
Thursday Ss. Basil & Gregory 

Friday Christmastide 
Saturday Christmastide 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:   
Reflections on the Sunday readings:  
 
Be kind and gentle when we are making 
decisions 
 
The readings today challenge us to listen 
sensitively to each other; to be prepared to let 
go of our own desires and to be deeply aware 
of each other’s thoughts and feelings as we 
make decisions together. For this we need to 
ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to the 
gifts of compassion and understanding, 
courage and hopefulness.    

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £59.00 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £217.09 £28.08 

Second £32.94  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £25.90 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £27.78 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £63.33 £40.50 

Added value through gift aid   £30.63 
Thank you very much for the Christmas collections.  
Details will be given in the next newsletter. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The December draw took place last Monday and 
the lucky winners are: 
1st Prize (£25)  No. 111   Mr. Damien Fieldhouse 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 98   Mrs. Letitia Woolacott 
3rd Prize (£10)  No. 88   Mr. Ben Beale 
4th Prize (£7) No. 106   Mrs. Gerry Braunton 

Proceeds in aid of the  
Parish syria aPPeal.  

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Mike Lang, or Fr. 
Francis on 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

  
Boarbank Hall in Cumbria is run by the religious sisters known as the 
Augustinian Canonesses of the Mercy of Jesus.  They write that it is 
very comfortable and set in lovely grounds overlooking Morecambe 
Bay. 
They run a series of courses aimed at providing a mix of study, retreat 
and holiday, with the opportunity to share prayer with the Sisters.  
New courses this year are ‘God in Greek for Absolute Beginners’ and 
‘Laudato Sí: Theory and Practice.’  Other popular courses include 
‘Thinking Faith’, a prayer, study and walking week for Catholics in 
their 20s - 40s.  For those wanting to celebrate the Year of the Word, 
this year’s ‘Thinking Scripture’ is on the theme of prophecy, and the 
Augustinian course this year is on ‘Augustine and Scripture.’ 
Contact details:  
Boarbank Hall, Allithwaite, Grange Over Sands, Cumbria LA11 7NH 
www.boarbankhall.org.uk  

Thank you to  
everyone who  
contributed to  
the celebrations 
of Christmas  
around the  
parish with their 
artistic, liturgical 
and vocal skills, 
and also by  
simply being  
there.  Without  
the gift of your faithful presence there would be no Church, no Body of 
Christ, for each other and for the world. All the flower arrangements 
were really beautiful, sorry we only have space to include a couple here. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 

Dear God… (questions for God from children):  
In Sunday School they told us what You do. Who does it when You 
are on vacation?    …Who draws the lines around countries?       
…Are you really invisible or is that a trick?        …Did you mean for 
the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident?           …Thank 
You for the baby brother, but what I prayed for was a puppy. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
It is a strange thing that, although we are on the brink of a new year with all the hope and expectation that brings in the 
real world, in school the Christmas holidays are just a mid-year hiatus. The children return to the same classes, the 
topics will change as they do most half terms and their timetables will continue pretty much as before.  
In school we are lucky, therefore, to have at least two chances for the hope that comes with a new start in anything, i.e. 
in September at the beginning of the school year and also in January. In fact, with the Spring term, when everything is 
bursting with new life, we also have another chance for renewed hope. In reality, at St Mary’s, as in most schools, every 
child has a fresh start every day, if not every lesson, when past demeanours, outbursts or lapses in anything can be set 
aside and a new future can begin. Sometimes forgiving is hard to do when a particular child tries your patience again 
and again and seems never to learn from their mistakes. But then, one day, you will see a difference in that child when 
they make a better choice or it will occur to you that you haven’t come across them doing that particularly annoying thing 
and you realise that, at least one of you, is growing up! Moments like that, when you realise that you can change how 
you feel about something or someone, are a chance to create a new future for you and for them....  
Clearly, the Christmas break has turned me a little philosophical this week, my batteries must be recharging! So may I 
wish the same for you - an energy reboot, and the chance to change the future, and may you be ready to embrace the 
start of a new year and all the joy and challenge that it will bring. 
 
I’ve been asked to give you more from the Abbey 
Chronicle, so here is a piece selected at random from 
Christmas, 1945: 
“three of our chaplains have returned home to the 
Abbey. Father Raphael, although the farthest away, 
was the first to arrive, still showing signs of the tan he 
acquired in his long sojourn under the equatorial suns 
of Persia, India and Burma. Father Charles came 
home to stay on the feast of All Saints, and a week 
later Father Placid arrived from Austria. Father 
Paulinus is still in the City of the Lagoons, awaiting 
with patient expectation the arrival of his ‘demob’ 
papers. We wel¬come them home and we hope to 
read later in these pages something of their 
experiences when the mellowing influence of time 
has put the adventures of the past six years an their 
proper perspective.  
However, our duties as chaplains have not yet come 
to an end. The transfer of large numbers of German 
prisoners of war to camps in the South West was the 
occasion for some S.O.S. messages from priests 
who found the language problem difficult of solution. 
Several of the Fathers have been able to minister the 
Sacraments to a large percentage of fervent 
Catholics among the prisoners, and will continue to 
do so as long as they remain in the country.” 
It is remembered with admiration in the Community 
that, although a large proportion were of German 
origin, the Community was at peace with itself during 
both major wars of the early twentieth century. 
The monks of Buckfast mentioned above served with 
distinction as chaplains during the Second World 
War.  Father – later Abbot – Placid won praise from 
the men with whom he endured the evacuation from 
Dunkirk for refusing to be rescued early, but to stay 
with the men, wading out to the flotilla again and 
again to entrust their messages home to those about 
to cross the channel back to England.  While 
honoured to serve the men defending our country, he 
also considered himself blessed that it gave him the 
opportunity to visit the Holy Land, which, he later 
said, deepened his understanding of the life and 
ministry of the Lord Jesus himself.  
Fr. Charles was awarded an MBE for his service, 
notably during the liberation of Italy.  At one time he 
was bemused/amused to find himself to be the senior 
officer present as his unit liberated one particular 
town; this required him to lead the men into the town 
and officially liberate it, a duty which included giving 
a speech (with no preparation!) from the balcony of 
the town hall at the side of the mayor.  Fr. Paulinus 
spent much of his time with the Desert Rats. 

Paul Giesting has long been frustrated by a concept in Western 
culture that he says “is absolutely not true.”  It’s the concept that 
faith and science are not compatible, “that you have to pick one 
or the other.”  So when he learned about the Society of Catholic 
Scientists and the Gold Mass for Scientists, he was more than 
intrigued. 
The more he learned about the society’s mission “to foster 
fellowship among Catholic scientists and to witness to the 
harmony of faith and reason,” the more he wanted such local 
camaraderie and to help in sharing the message that faith and 
science are complementary.  Desire turned to action. Giesting 
helped coordinate the Archdiocese of Indianapolis’s first-ever 
Gold Mass Nov. 15 with about 25 Catholics working in science, 
engineering, technology and math participating. 
Giesting earned a doctorate in geological sciences from the 
University of Notre Dame. There he met William Schmitt, a 
Catholic then working as an adjunct professor of journalism. The 
two now host a weekly podcast, “That’s So Second Millennium,” 
interviewing scientists about the impact of living their faith in a 
profession that seeks to separate faith from reason.  By promoting 
the Masses, the society hopes to create spiritual fellowship 
among Catholic scientists, technologists, engineers and 
mathematicians, as well as educators and students in those fields. 
Tom Rohn, a lay Dominican and a member of St. Monica Parish 
who works as a statistician for the U.S. Department of Defense, 
said he felt it was “a really important part of modern Catholicism 
to explain to the modern world why Catholicism is the most 
plausible explanation for why reality is the way it is.” 
The Gold Mass “is a wonderful thing, especially in trying to get 
professional Catholics reengaged with the faith,” he said. “Without 
the Catholic Church, there would be no conception of the sciences 
as we know them today.” 
Christopher Breen, a member of St. Malachy Parish in 
Brownsburg and a statistician for Eli Lilly and Co., noted that the 
Gold Mass and fellowship “could help build a scientific community 
within the local church.”  Ria Pereira, a computer science teacher 
at Cathedral High School in Indianapolis, said she saw the 
possibility of such a group sharing with the larger community 
about the applicability of the scientific method in making moral 
and ethical decisions.  
Full article www.cruxnow.com  https://www.catholicscientists.org 
Anyone interested in a Christian who is a scientist arguing for the 
complementarity of Christianity and science may like to read 
“Inventing the Universe” by Professor Alistair McGrath. 
 


