
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

5th January, 2020 Epiphany of the Lord Readings p. 115 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Eveline Chichester; Winifred Halse; Angela Burke; William Leech; Doreen Trude; 
Pansy Smith; Robert Everall; Margaret Everitt; Hester Flinton; Charles Burke;  

Dom Patrick Burke; Rev. Michael O’Brien; Henry Major; Joyce Mousley,  
Walter Gable; Sarah Shaw; Eric Siepmann; Stan Cocks; Amanda Audley;  

Laura Strickland; Baroness von Hugel; Lucy Floyd; Ernest Tristram;  
Henry Coventry; Ena Hurtley; Cornelius McManus; Laurence Sims; 

 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer: 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  Christmastide 
Tuesday Christmastide 

Wednesday Christmastide 
Thursday Christmastide 

Friday St. Gregory of Nyssa 
Saturday St. Aelred 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings:  
Give every fibre of our being 
The gift we can give to Jesus and to one another is ourselves. No matter 
how long we have been married, let us still enjoy unwrapping the gift of self. 
Just as, through the grace of God, the ‘wise men’ went another way, not the 
world’s way, so can we, by giving our whole selves, every fibre of our being. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £56.26 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £310.82 £63.08 

Second £10.00  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £20.00 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £6.00 £46.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £39.50 £30.00 

Added value through gift aid   £43.75 
 

Congratulations to Brother Andrew Prickett who makes his Solemn 
(life-long) vows as a monk of Buckfast at the 1030 Mass in the 
Abbey this Sunday. 
We offer him our prayers and hope that God will bless him 
abundantly in his monastic life.  May he continue to give witness to 
his love of Jesus and the joys to be found in following Him with all 
one’s heart and soul. 

Saturday 18th January 2020 –Open Day for the Buckfast Abbey 
RE:connect project. 10.00-3.30pm. Free admission.  
RE:connect is an amazing thing to do – but very difficult to describe! 
It is an exhibition space where you can explore the interconnectivity 
of the world through hands on and thought provoking activities, 
exercises and reflections. It has been specially designed to help young 
people (and the not so young!) think more deeply about themselves 
and the world around them. Lots of amazing interactive experiences 
and thought provoking activities.  Also visit  RE:focus our interactive 
prayer space linked to RE:connect.  Higher Mill at Buckfast Abbey. 
(Please see our website for directions).    

 
Saint Benedict,  

pray for us 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

One day an elderly pastor confides in his parishioners that he's feeling a bit lonely and depressed. So one of the 
parishioners suggests to the pastor that he buy a pet. Thinking this a grand idea, the pastor hurries into town and after 
much deliberation, buys a parrot. Unfortunately, not five minutes after arriving home, the parrot starts hurling a string of 
expletives at the pastor.  
After about an hour it gets to be too much, so the pastor walks up to the parrot, slaps him on the beak, and yells, "QUIT 
IT!" But this just makes the parrot madder and he starts swearing at the pastor in even more colorful language. Finally, the 
pastor has had it and says, "All right, that's it. Grabbing a blanket, the pastor throws it over the parrot's cage and screams, 
"Now, SHUT UP!" Well, this really irritates the parrot and he starts clawing and scratching at the bars of his cage. Finally, 
the pastor removes the blanket. Immediately the parrot starts right in on the pastor again.  
By this time, the pastor is so infuriated that he grabs the parrot by the throat and throws him into the freezer. Well, the parrot 
starts swearing and thrashing about so loudly that the pastor is considering killing the bird. Just as he's thinking this, it gets 
very...very quiet.  
At first the pastor just stares at the refrigerator, but then he starts to think that the parrot might be seriously injured. He 
becomes so worried that he runs over to the refrigerator and throws open the freezer door.  
The parrot climbs out of the freezer, flaps the ice off his wings, and says, "Awfully sorry about the trouble I've caused you 
father. In the future, I'll do my best to improve my vocabulary."  
The pastor is astounded. He can't believe the sudden transformation that has come over the parrot. Finally, the parrot turns 
to the pastor and says, "Um....by the way, what did the chicken do?" 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
School re-opens on Monday and the children will be greeted with the sight of the Wise Men reaching the stable and finding 
the baby Jesus. The Wise Men have been gradually making their way around the school (or at least they were before the 
holidays) on their journey following the star and they have now arrived in the school foyer where the stable awaits them. 
It is good that we return in the week of the Epiphany so that the children get the chance to reflect on Christmas and its 
true meaning when the commercial world has moved on to half price sales and, I am sorry to mention this, Easter. 
The children will be starting their new topics - from the smallest children up, the learning will be as follows: 
Meldon – Animals     Venford - Fire and Dragons      Fernworthy – Vikings       Burrator - We’ll meet again (World War 2) 
The term has the possibility of being quite scary, depending on which animals the children choose to learn about, whether 
it is a good or bad dragon, how angry the Vikings are and obviously the conflict of war. However, I know that the children 
in Fernworthy will get lots of chances to try Viking crafts like weaving and will be designing and making a longship ( to 
scale ... although Mrs Kerswell does like the children to get real life experiences so we may have to keep an eye out on 
the river levels of the Dart in case they need to make a test launch of a life size model).  They will also probably go on a 
trip to experience life in an Anglo Saxon village (recreated, obviously). Venford will be learning about George and the 
Dragon and how St George came to be Patron Saint of England. Burrator will learn why World War 2 happened but they 
will also learn about the courage of the people who fought for freedom in the war. I know they will also read “Goodbye, Mr 
Tom” which is a lovely book in its own right. Hopefully, Meldon will concentrate on fluffy and useful animals, rather than 
snakes and spiders, and, also hopefully, Mrs Teeder, the class teacher, won’t think that a “bring your pet to school day” is 
a good idea. 
So, lots to look forward to as always - and crammed into a few short weeks as the Spring term is always quite a short one. 
I can feel the pace picking up already! 
 
From the Abbey Chronicle for 1934: 
In the early part of December there arrived from Aachen the Corona Lucis which was given by Miss 
Muriel Sass, of Shyrehill, Buckfast, in commemoration of Abbot Vonier’s silver jubilee of abbacy. This was celebrated in 
October, 1931, but it was decided to postpone the execution of the work. Its arrival has shed lustre on the Feast of 
Christmas, 1933, and it will long be remembered as the great touch of glory which was added to the interior of our church 
in the Holy Year. The Community are deeply grateful to Miss Sass for this gift. The Inauguration was an occasion of joy 
to all lovers of Buckfast. In honour of Him who is the “true Light which came into the world” it was fixed to precede the 
solemn celebration of Pontifical Vespers of the Nativity, Dec. 24th. Before being drawn up into position beneath the 
Lantern the immense candelabrum was solemnly blessed by Father Abbot. During the ceremony the choir sang an 
antiphon—Lumen—and Nunc dimittis by Ebner: a responsory—Hodie—by Nanini and the plain-song hymn: Urbs 
Jerusalem beata. The pipes of the organ made a “joyful noise” as the lit-up splendour was slowly swung upwards till it 
hung just a little higher than the top of the canopies of the choir-stalls. The effect was truly one of marvellous grace and 
dignity; to everyone it seemed at once to fit in most beautifully with the majestic proportions of the Lantern and to be in 
every way in harmony with the glory of the High Altar beyond. One’s thoughts were stirred to the radiant Vision of Peace, 
Salem, city ever-blessed, whereof it is so powerfully apt a figure. 

Christmas Offerings  Gift Aided 

Ashburton 9:30 p.m. £51.82 £15.00 
Abbey Midnight £539.96 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.20 £36.00 
Buckfastleigh 9:30 a.m. £19.53 £5.00 
Abbey 9 a.m. £193.48 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £433.82 £65.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £36.50 
Thank you once again for these generous 
Christmas offerings. 
 

If you have a stay in hospital and 
would like a priest to visit you, it 
is worth making a point of saying 
so to the nurse who admits you or 
getting someone to tell your 
Parish Priest.  Otherwise data 
protection rules may prevent the 
word getting through.  


