
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As usual, the donations at the crib in the  
Abbey church are going to the Catholic  
Children’s Society (Plymouth).   
This is a diocesan organisation devoted to  
supporting families and family life  
 through grants and bursaries for families and children in need,  
 through parenting courses in schools and parishes and  
 through the Good Shepherd Programme, which encourages children 

to think of others 
The Society’s current Newsletter, ‘Children First’, is available in each of the 
churches in the parish. Please take one and discover all the wonderful work 
which the Society does.  It’s all about helping children to have more joy in 
their life, so you may well feel moved to give your time as well as your 
resources to help the Society achieve its aims.  If so, there are many 
suggestions about how to do this on the website: www.ccsplymouth.org.uk/  
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Henry Collcutt; John Woodward; Julia Mayze; Katie Bragg; Bessie Boyce;  
Elizabeth Chudleigh; Alice Medd; Violet Winstanley; Peter Gompertz;  

Gladys Stuart; Br. Gerard Graham; James Hearn; Ben Wilkins;  
Dame Christine Lowings OSB; Mary Godden; Alban Ayley; Cynthia Robinson; 
Anne Rowe; Henry Voisey; Francis Hodgson; William Ulyat; Dorothy Lucas; 

Antony Le Feure; Jane Berry; Ethel Clarke; Patrick Concannon;  
Dom Fergus Dougherty; Robert Lloyd; John Seymour-Crouchen 

 

May they rest in peace 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  St. Hilary of Poitiers 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ss. Maurus & Placid 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Antony of Egypt 
Saturday Feria 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £93.96 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £172.00 £38.08 

Second £11.52  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £17.50 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.78 £38.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £7.20 £54.00 

Added value through gift aid   £35.25 
 

Saturday 18th January 2020 –Open Day for the Buckfast Abbey 
RE:connect project. 10.00-3.30pm. Free admission.  
RE:connect is an amazing thing to do – but very difficult to describe! 
It is an exhibition space where you can explore the interconnectivity 
of the world through hands on and thought provoking activities, 
exercises and reflections. It has been specially designed to help young 
people (and the not so young!) think more deeply about themselves 
and the world around them. Lots of amazing interactive experiences 
and thought provoking activities.  Also visit  RE:focus our interactive 
prayer space linked to RE:connect.  Higher Mill at Buckfast Abbey. 
(Please see our website for directions).    

 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of 

 

Fr. James Courtney OSB 
 

Monk and Priest of Buckfast Abbey 
who died on 9th January, 2020 

May he rest in peace. 
 

When available, details of funeral 
arrangements will be posted in the 
Abbey church porch and on the internet, 
or please telephone 01364 645500 from 
Wednesday 15th January. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

One day the zoo-keeper noticed that the monkey was reading two books - the Bible and Darwin's The Origin of Species. 
In surprise he asked the ape, "Why are you reading both those books"? "Well," said the monkey, "I just wanted to know if I 
was my brother's keeper or my keeper's brother." 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 
The first week has whizzed by, as they always do! Fortunately, the weather has been marginally drier this week so the 
children have at least been able to go out to play from time to time. As I may have mentioned before, this really does 
help to burn off some excess energy but it also allows them to practise the skills of sharing and taking turns when they 
play their games. It also gives them the chance to improve the skills of body swerving and impact resistance as they 
work to avoid crashing into each other, and remaining upright when they do, as they hurtle around the playground 
playing chase. 
Some of our children have struggled a bit in the mornings as they part from their parents after spending a couple of 
exciting weeks at home. On the first day back there were lots of children who looked to be only just awake with many of 
them probably having had a lovely lie in each morning of the holiday. To be fair, a few of the parents looked similarly 
surprised to be out about so early in the morning! For the children who are sometimes a little sad or cross at the start of 
the day, there can be so many reasons why they are reluctant to leave their parents and often it is a brief but difficult 
phase for them. However, all the staff play a part in working hard to ease them into school and to provide a little moment 
of peace and quiet amidst the busy-ness of a school morning. It is often the case that the child is quickly ready to go into 
class and I have to remember to ring their parents to let them know that all is well. Otherwise a parent can spend an 
anxious day suffering - wondering if their child is okay when, in reality, they have been fine after, literally, a couple of 
minutes. 
By next week, normal routines will have been re-established but let us hope that our recent “normal” weather, i.e. rain, rain 
and yet more rain, is not! 
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on the Sunday readings:      You are my chosen one 
Today, Isaiah and Matthew talk of Jesus being ‘the Chosen One’ and ‘the Beloved’.  So often, we are aware of the times 
when our partner annoys us. We need to develop a sensitivity so that, when we are tempted to be critical, we remember 
that this is my ‘chosen one’ and look for ways to affirm our partner, our ‘beloved’.    

The newly established “Sunday of the Word of God” is an invitation to Catholics across the world to deepen their 
appreciation, love and faithful witness to God and his word, Pope Francis said.  By papal decree, the Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time - Jan. 26 this year - is to be observed as a special day devoted to “the celebration, study and dissemination 
of the word of God.” A day dedicated to the Bible will help the Church “experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for 
us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world,” the pope said in the 
document establishing the special Sunday observance. Dioceses and parishes have been invited to respond with creative 
initiatives, helpful resources and renewed efforts for helping Catholics engage more deeply with the Bible at church and 
in their lives. 
With this apostolic letter, the pope “invites us to hold the word of God in our hands every day as much as possible so that 
it becomes our prayer” and a greater part of one’s lived experience, he said.  In his letter, Francis wrote, “A day devoted 
to the Bible should not be seen as a yearly event but rather a yearlong event, for we urgently need to grow in our knowledge 
and love of the Scriptures and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak his word and to break bread in the community of 
believers.”  “We need to develop a closer relationship with sacred Scripture; otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our 
eyes shut, struck as we are by so many forms of blindness,” he wrote. 
Sacred Scripture and the sacraments are inseparable, he wrote. Jesus speaks to everyone with his word in sacred 
Scripture, he said, and if people “hear his voice and open the doors of our minds and hearts, then he will enter our lives 
and remain ever with us.” 
Francis urged priests to be extra attentive to creating a homily each Sunday that “speaks from the heart” and really helps 
people understand Scripture “through simple and suitable” language.The homily “is a pastoral opportunity that should not 
be wasted,” he wrote. “For many of our faithful, in fact, this is the only opportunity they have to grasp the beauty of God’s 
word and to see it applied to their daily lives.” 
Francis encouraged people to read the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei 
Verbum, and Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic exhortation on the Bible, Verbum Domini, whose teaching remains 
“fundamental for our communities.” 
“The Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and division toward unity” as well 
as come to understand God’s love and become inspired to share it with others, he added. 
The celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God also “has ecumenical value, since the Scriptures point out, for those 
who listen, the path to authentic and firm unity,” he wrote. The third Sunday in Ordinary Time falls during that part of the 
year when the Church is encouraged to strengthen its bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity. 
The document was published on the feast of St. Jerome, patron saint of biblical scholars and doctor of the Church, who 
said, “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” The title, Aperuit Illis, is based on a verse from the Gospel of St. Luke, 
“Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.” 
The pope said it is impossible to understand the Scriptures in depth without the Lord who opens people’s minds to his 
word, yet “without the Scriptures, the events of the mission of Jesus and of his church in this world would remain 
incomprehensible.”   Full article: www.cruxnow.com  


