
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

19th January, 2020 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p. 125 

 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
and by prior arrangement.  Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Dom Savinien Louismet; Winifrede Sproston; Aloysius Sproston; Mary de Trafford; 
Thomasine Martin; Anthony Kenley; Dom Gregory Burke; Christopher Laing; 

Emma Cummins; Kathleen Pilkington; Alice Alison; William Cardinal Godfrey; 
Charles Carroll; Mary Upham; Rev. Roland Walker; Bernard Miliffe;  
Marian Harvey; Laura Winstanley; William Denman; Stanley Palmer;  

Kathleen Brocklebank; Dom Augustine Taylor; Michael Wadey; Mary Ash;  
Phyllis McCabe; Helen Hamilton; Duncan Matheson; Mary Alder;  

Czeslaw Bebenik; Winifred Weaver; Mary Lee; 
 

May they rest in peace 

 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
 Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
 

Monday  St. Sebastian 
Tuesday St. Agnes 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Francis de Sales 
Saturday Conversion of St. Paul 

 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £74.56 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £192.50 £23.08 

Second £8.24  
Buckfastleigh Sat 5 p.m. £19.00 £35.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £26.60 £20.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.85 £52.00 

Added value through gift aid   £36.50 
 

 
The funeral of 

 

Fr. James Courtney OSB 
 

will be on Monday 27th January at 
12.05 p.m. in the Abbey church. 

Thursday 30 January:  
Bishop Mark will preside at a Mass at 
the Church of the Assumption, Abbey 
Road Torquay at 6.30 pm to celebrate 
the life of Brother Michael Strode, the 
Founder of HCPT, the Lourdes 
pilgrimage charity.  All welcome. 
Refreshments in the Hall afterwards. 

A date for your diary: 
Tuesday 25th February, 

7 to 9.30 p.m 

Mardi Gras! 
Details to follow… 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps 2020   
Applications are now being taken for places at the Plymouth Diocese 
Catechetical Summer Camps, to be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast 
Abbey.  
The camps, running for over 60 years, have provided an opportunity for 
the young people of the diocese to meet and grow together in their 
faith and love of Our Lord Jesus, and beauty of the liturgy and prayer. 
The emphasis this year will be centred on "The God who speaks" - 
celebrating the Year of the Word. 
There are three camps running this year: one Junior Camp, one Senior 
Camp and one camp (St Petroc's) for students in school years 11-13. 
Camp details and application forms can be obtained from your parish 
priest or on-line from the camp website : 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk    Prompt applications are advisable. 

Senior Camp (Yr. 7-10) 26th – 31st July 
St. Petroc’s Camp (Yr. 11-13) 26th – 31st July 
Junior Camp (Yr. 3-6) 2nd – 7th August 
 

 

“Every human being is a free person 
destined to live for the good of others 
in equality and fraternity. Every 
person, and all people, are equal and 
must be accorded the same freedom 
and the same dignity.” 
Pope Francis 
Declaration on International Day 
for the Abolition of Slavery 
 
Caritas Plymouth will be holding 
their fourth event looking at Modern 
Slavery and Trafficking on Saturday 7 
March 2020. 
The event will be led by Bishop Mark 
O’Toole and include speakers from 
Border Force, the Medaille Trust and 
Apostleship of the Sea. 
 

Saturday 7 March 2020 from 10.30 
a.m. – 3.15 p.m.at St Boniface 
College, Plymouth. It is free and 
includes a buffet lunch.  
 

Booking essential: 
caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JERUSALEM - Bishops from North America and Europe visiting for the annual 
Holy Land Coordination said countries must reject political or economic support 
for settlements but address security concerns of Israel and the right of all to live 
in safety. 
“Our governments must do more to meet their responsibilities for upholding 
international law and protecting human dignity. In some cases they have become 
actively complicit in the evils of conflict and occupation,” the bishops said in their 
final communique. 
On the Jan. 12-16 trip, the bishops met with local Christian communities in 
Ramallah, West Bank; Jerusalem; and the Gaza Strip. They also met with Israeli 
and Palestinian representatives. The annual visit is designed to show support for 
the Holy Land’s Christian communities. 
Noting that local bishops warned people were facing further “evaporation of hope 
for a durable solution,” the bishops said they had “witnessed this reality first-hand” 
of how construction of settlements and the separation wall were “destroying any 
prospect of two states existing in peace.”  They called on governments to take an 
active role in building a new political solution “rooted in human dignity for all.” 
Though this must be shaped through dialogue by the people living in the Holy 
Land, the bishops said there is an “urgent need” for their countries to play a part 
by insisting on the application of international law, following the Vatican’s lead in 
recognizing the State of Palestine, rejecting political or economic support for the 
settlements and addressing the security concerns of Israel. 
They also said acts of violence or abuses of human rights by any side should be 
“resolutely opposed.”  The bishops said they are inspired by the enduring 
resilience and faith despite the worsening situation of the local Christian 
community. 
They noted that the local bishops have also sounded the alarm about living 
conditions becoming “more and more unbearable,” which is evident in the West 
Bank - where Palestinians are denied basic rights, including freedom of 
movement - and in Gaza which, because of political decisions on both sides, has 
become an “open-air prison” with human rights abuses and a “profound 
humanitarian crisis.” 
“We were welcomed by families whose focus is now day-to-day survival and 
whose aspirations have been reduced to bare essentials such as electricity and 
clean water,” they said. 
The bishops expressed gratitude for the witness and sacrifice, amid this struggle, 
of “religious sisters, laypeople and priests reaching out with respect to every side, 
in order to build a better future for all.” 
They ended their communique with a prayer for the peace of Jerusalem. 
www.cruxnow.com  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 
“I never go to church," boasted a 
wandering member. "Perhaps you 
have noticed that, pastor?"  
"Yes, I have noticed that," said the 
pastor.  
"Well, the reason I don't go is 
because there are so many 
hypocrites there."  
"Oh, don't let that keep you away," 
replied the pastor with a smile. 
"There's always room for one more."  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)      http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
 
This week we tried to surprise someone who, in recent years, has been a very strong support to the school but she was 
too canny and knew all our tricks and, in the end, we had to tell her why we wanted her to visit the school for a few minutes. 
The person in question was Alison Gagg, the Head of the Education Department. Alison happened to mention that, at the 
start of January, she had been working for the Abbey for an amazing thirty-five years! We, in school, were absolutely in 
awe of this, given that she started before most of the school’s occupants were even born and that includes some of the 
staff. It set us to thinking of all the things that Alison and her Department have helped us with. The School Council wanted 
to make a short video for her to say thank you, Miss Slack decorated a cake and bought a plant for Alison which was 
almost as tall as her! 

There are so many things that we are grateful to have been part of that the 
Education Department organises, for example, St Nicholas Day, Easter Courses, 
Meet a Monk days and the amazing RE:Connect but the absolute top for most of 
the children and many of the staff was the Millennium Year Alice in Wonderland 
Tea Party.  
Other things that Alison has worked on with Miss Slack to develop are our 
woodland area and the outdoor education sessions, including perfecting the art 
of pizza making in our outdoor oven, and helping the school to win its first John 
Muir Award. She has offered the school space in the Education Centre when, 
because of building work, there was no room at the Inn, I mean school, and staff 
to help out or events to attend when we have been struck down to a skeleton 
staff through illness. She has also been wet, frozen and baked in even measure 
when working with the children but has never complained (except for when she 
was convinced that Miss Slack only ever brought the rain with her!) and she has 
invented things like the SATS Safari to help the children with their SATs revision. 
I think I have mentioned before how lucky we are that the Benedictine Community 

at Buckfast Abbey enables such support for our school - it undoubtedly allows St Mary’s to offer so much more to the 
children who attend our school and make it such a special place of learning.  
 

Marriage Matters:  Reflections on 
the Sunday readings:     
We need ‘power from on high’ 
Were Jesus’ fears eased when he 
heard the Father was ‘well pleased’? 
He was empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to begin his mission: to bring to the 
world the Good News of God’s 
compassion, mercy and forgiveness 
for our sins.  By daily dialogue about 
concerns and issues and by seeking 
‘help from on high’, we can overcome 
our fears.     

Prayer in a Secular Age 
Finding the Secret of Prayer in the 
Earliest Teachers. 
 

Talk to include an introduction to and 
time for meditation by Laurence 
Freeman OSB of the World 
Community for Christian Meditation. 
 

Thursday March 12th at 7 p.m. 
St. James’ Church, Exeter 
Suggested donation £5-10 

 
Alison with some of the children she 
helped to make their Easter bonnets 


